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FAMINE STRIKES CONGO 


Editor H. A. Driver reports from Africa 


Congo Government is attempting to feed 60,000 people in the famine area where a 


fungus blight has wiped out the manioc plant. 


Missionary Ben Eidse of the Congo Inland 
Mission just returned from two weeks visit- 
ing 70 villages in the remote areas of Kam- 
ayala District and reports that he found the 
people really hungry and many starving to 
death. The Congo people’s menu now is pine- 
apple, bananas or a roasting ear, but they 
say they haven’t eaten unless their stomachs 
are filled with the heavy, soggy. musa or stiff 
mush made from the manioc roots. It is their 
bread, potatoes and meat combined. 

The government has a fleet of 23 trucks 
hauling manioc and cereals from other dis- 
tricts, two doctors, four Belgian administra- 
fors, and four agricultural agents, plus a lot 
of Congolese at work in a food distribution 
and disease control program. New varieties 
of manioc are being planted which they hope 
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will resist the blight. An attempt is being 
made to force all the natives to plant fields of 
manioc and cereals for which the govern- 
ment is paying them, so they in turn can 
purchase the food that is trucked in to keep 
them from starving. Thus, the Congo govern- 
ment is trying to use this misfortune to bring 
civilization to, and raise the standard of liv- 
ing of these, her citizens. Protestant and 
Catholic missions have been asked to provide 
food for the people directly on their mission 
stations. The Congo Inland Mission has a 
truck hauling food constantly to the 2,000 
persons on Kamayala station. Many churches 
as well as individuals in America have 
helped provide the extra funds needed for 
this emergency. It is hoped the serious condi- 
tion may be past by July or August. 


The Congo Inland Mission 


Annual Report by the Field Chairman 


Leaders of our Mennonite Conferences be- 
came interested in a co-operative missionary 
enterprise in Africa as early as 1890. In 1911 
two missionaries were sent to Africa to open 
what is now called the Congo Inland Mis- 
sion, and began work from two stations the 
following two years. Two more stations were 
established in the early twenties. Another 
two were added in 1950. More responsibility 
came in 1953, when Kamayala station came 
into the fold. This year we accepted joint re- 
sponsibility with Rev. G. P. Near for Kandala 
station, adjoining our field to the west, with 
the agreement that we take full charge when 
the latter retires. That makes a total of eight 
stations, thus doubling the number_ within 
the last five years of our 44 year history. This 
was made possible by an enlarged constitu- 
ency supporting our co-operative effort. Also 
this year, territory to the east was turned 
over to us by the Presbyterian mission. 

Inquiries made in 1953, revealed that the 


population of the territory to which we are 
the sole Protestant witness, stood at about 
371,000. With the new responsibilities we 
have since assumed those figures have gone 
up well towards the half million mark, to 
about 450,000, covering an area the size of an 
average state in the United States. While 
we have eight mission stations and some 600 
other regular preaching places, there are still 
large sections either very inadequately serv- 
ed or not served at all, notably the Batshoke 
in the area south of Nyanga and east of Mu- 
tena, sections of the Bampende to the far 
north from Mukedi, areas in the northern 
part of Banga territory, and the area to the 
east taken over this year. Careful survey 
and investigation may well reveal that sec- 
ondary posts with strong African leadership 
are sufficient at some places, while to meet 
the challenge to the best advantage at other 
places, stations with a limited personnel 
should be started. 


THE THREEFOLD MINISTRY 


When Jesus was on earth He “went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues and preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom, and healing every sickness and 
every disease among the people.” We find that this threefold ministry of teaching, preach- 
ing and healing, is still the most effective means of winning people for Christ and estab- 


lishing His church. 
I. Our Teaching Ministry 


When Christ gave the great commission to 
His disciples in Matthew 28, He gave two 
instructions as to teaching,—first, to “teach 
all nations, baptizing them,” which I under- 
stand means to teach the unconverted that 
they might be saved and then baptized, “in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost.” The second then follows, 
“teaching them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you.” This second 
teaching is to Christians. 

_ 1, General Education 

Our village schools are our front line evan- 
gelistic agencies. There the children learn 
‘Gospel hymns, Bible stories, Bible verses, 
and the catechism. Preaching to them is like 
sowing on prepared ground, and response 
from that group is much greater than from 
other groups we preach to. 

It is usually those who have accepted 
Christ as their Saviour who go on into higher 
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grades in:primary school, and we must there 
stress, “teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you.” 

An effort is made to reach as many chil- 
dren as possible through our village schools 
of which we have over 500. From these we 
bring promising children into regional 
schools, from where they go to the station to 
finish their primary education of five years. 
Eight hundred teachers are employed, rough- 
ly half of them by the African church, to 
teach an average of about 16,000 children. 

A limited number graduating from 5th 
grade can enter one of the other of the 
following schools: : 

4 (2yr.) schools for evangelists 

3 (2 yr.) schools for lower grade teachers 

(E.A.P.) 
1 (2 yr.) Industrial (Manual Arts) ‘school 
1 (2 yr.) 6th and 7th year preparatory 
school, preparing Pana for 
‘higher education. i 


CONGO MISSIONARY MESSENGER 











For those graduating from the above pre- 
paratory school we have a four year course 
in more advanced teacher training, Ecole de 
Moniteurs, begun in 1954, and now in its sec- 
ond year. This school is carried on at Ny- 
anga station in cooperation with the Men- 
nonite Brethren Mission. 

Another school in which we cooperate with 
the Mennonite Brethren is Ecole Belle Vue, a 
school for missionary children at their station 
of Kajiji. Eleven children from our mission 
are attending, and for next term we have 
been asked to provide one of the teachers. 

More and larger opportunities are needed 
for our eager and forward-looking African 
youth to prepare themselves for service in 
this so rapidly progressing part of Africa. 
Preliminary discussions have already been 
held by missionaries of four missions work- 
ing in the Kwango area with the view of 
jointly establishing a secondary school with a 
six year course of study, taking in seventh 
year graduates. Three years would be spent 
in a general preparatory course. For the oth- 
er three years the school would have two 
divisions, one preparing students for uni- 
versity entrance, and the other for teaching. 
This Normal School would be on a higher 
level from that of our Ecole de Moniteurs, as 
the students would have three more years of 
preparation before entering. When the time 
comes that these two schools for training 
teachers are able to provide the need for 
trained teachers, the ones for lower grade 
teachers (E.A.P.) can be dropped; but that 
time still seems far distant. 

So far we have only one preparatory school 
teaching 6th and 7th years. More such schools 
should be opened as soon as we have quali- 
fied teachers coming out of our Ecole de 
Moniteurs to take over. Without this pre- 
paratory training students are not admitted 
into higher schools. The three boys who 
graduated from the Ecole de Moniteurs of 
the Presbyterian mission and ere teaching in 
our mission are already helping to ease the 
need for more missionaries by filling im- 
portant teaching positions. 

2. Education of Girls 

Not much is done for girls. Splendid train- 
ing is given them at the mission stations and 
a few regional schools, but the number thus 
influenced is very much limited. Efforts 
should be made to greatly increase the num- 
ber of girls we can thus influence. Our re- 
gional schools will have to shoulder more re- 
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sponsibility and provide a healthy atmos- 
phere morally and spiritually, for girls to at- 
tend in larger numbers, and funds should be 
made available for the carrying on of this 
enlarged girls’ work. Christian homes are too 
few, partly because Christian trained men 
often cannot marry Christian trained girls. 
We should also seriously consider opening 
one or more of what the government calls 
“Ecole de Menagere,” a Home Economics, or 
Home-Making school for girls. This school 
has a three years’ course, and the most ele- 
mentary type admits girls of proper age who 
have finished second grade. We have girls 
meeting that requirement. An increasing 


number enter the higher grades of our pri- 
mary schools. 





3. Education by Literature 

Our literature committee has worked hard 
this year preparing tracts and booklets so 
that the ever expanding reading public might 
have more worthwhile reading material. A 
Yearbook and other literature are in prepa- 
ration to be printed this year. There is a real 
need for school text books and Bible study 
material to be used in organized classes with 
village Christians, to help them with their 
problems as parents and as Christians in 
heathen surroundings. 

Literature is being prepared in three lan- 
guages, the Kipende, the Chiluba, and the 
Chokwe. It would be of advantage to choose 
cone or at the most two African languages 
for use in the upper grades of our schools 
and at our church conferences, thus simpli- 
fying and unifying our common efforts in 
church work and literature production. Our 
evangelistic and school work in the villages, 
however, should and could still be done in 
the local languages. 


Il. Our Preaching Ministry 


Preaching services are held at all places 


where we have schools, and also often in vil- . 


leges where we have no schools. The preach- 
ing of the teacher-evangelists is often sup- 
plemented by that of the itinerant mission- 
ary, the assistant pastor, and the overseer. 
In order to serve our church membership in 
the many scattered villages, scheduled re- 
gional evangelistic and church meetings are 
held three or four times a year in strategic 
centers within welking distance of most of 
the Christians. These meetings usually pro- 
vide opportunity to preach to many unsaved, 
and to fellowship with Christians of other 
villages and with Christ at the communion 
table. 

There was a time when most of our evan- 
gelists were Bible school graduates, and the 
zeal and devotion of many was a joy to be- 
hold. Then in 1949, when interest lagged 
and educational standards needed to be 
raised, more religious training was put into 
the primary schools, the Bible schools were 
dropped, and teacher training schools opened. 
It did not take many years until missionaries 
and African leaders alike saw the mistake of 
sending out teachers without special Bible 
training. Accordingly after an interval of 
four years schools for evangelists were re- 
opened. One station did not even wait that 
long. These schools have already been a great 
blessing in furthering the spiritual life on 
stations and in communities. In March of 
this year the first classes graduated. Some of 
the boys have entered enthusiastically into 
teaching and evangelistic work, while others 
continue their further training in prepara- 
tion for teaching. 





As we placed more and more emphasis on 
a truly indigenous church we found that we 
lacked strong consecrated leadership capable 
of taking charge of church government with 
all its problems. To remedy this a central 
school to train church leaders, named Insti- 
tute Biblique, was opened at Tshikapa in 
1953. Members for the first class were chosen 
from those having approved themselves in 
the Lord’s work for years. They will gradu- 
ate this year. Already more places are open 
to them than they will be able to fill. Let us 
pray that capable, consecrated and fearless 
leaders, dedicated to the work of the church 
of Christ, will come out of this school. 

It has been observed that many Chris- 
tians do not take their profession seriously, 
that there is a lack of interest in things 
spiritual, and a slackness in church attend- 
ance. To combat this, special emphasis is 
placed this year on daily Bible reading. Also 
plans for special periods of concentrated 
Bible study are being discussed, and we hope 
that some practical ways will be found 
whereby the Christians might learn to “walk 
worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being 
fruitful in every good work, and increasing 
in the knowledge of God.” (Col. 1:10). More 
emphasis should be placed on private and 
family devotions. 

A healthy development is the interest 
which regional church groups are taking in . 
building permanent churches. So far only a 
few such churches have been built, but the 
enthusiasm these groups have manifested 
bids well for the future. First there was the 
church at Tshikapa in the native section in 
1950, then came the Matshi church in the 
northern Mukedi area in 1954, and this year 
a church in the Nyanga field near the Kasai. 
Men, women and children carry bricks, 
rock, water, dirt—whatever is needed, and 
then many give goodly sums to help towards 
the construction and the purchase of cement 
and roofing. Mention should be made of the 
very first indigenous group to thus show 
marked initiative, the one at Basongo in the 
northern Banga field, who now have a large 
semi-permanent church. 

Many regions, with the help of the sta- 
tion churches, are self-supporting as far as 
teecher-evangelists, overseers, and assistant 
pastors are concerned. But there are regions 
where Christians are few, and the people 
are poor. They need other help. A survey of 
our field should be made to determine what 
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sections need help, and then efforts should 
be made to provide that help. 

Efforts are being made all over Congo to 
knit together more closely the churches of 
Christ in Congo. Our mission participates in 
a regional church conference of the Kasai re- 
gion in 1953, and plans are on the way for 
such a conference in the Kuango-Kwilu 
area in 1956, in which our mission also will 
participate. An all-Congo church confer- 
ence with delegates coming from the re- 


Ill. Our Ministry of Healing 
From the beginning missionaries minister- 
ed to the sick as a part of the presentation 
of the love of God to these people. There is 
no better way of expressing our love and 
the love of God to them than by helping 
them in time of need. As nurses came to the 


field they soon established dispensaries from 
which the work was carried on in an or- 
ganized way. With the coming of doctors 
hospitals were built. Our medical work has 
grown in recent years, so that today we 
have doctors ‘at two of our stations, and 
nurses who have successfully taken the trop- 
ical course in Belgium, at four others. The 
government subsidizes our work at three sta- 
tions. More effort should be made to get 
government aid for the other three stations 
where we have qualified personnel. With the 
prospect of more doctors and nurses we look 
forward to greater opportunities for service 
and more openings for the Gospel message. 


Conclusion 


We thank God for devoted African leader- 
ship and missionary personnel, a sacrificing 
and praying constituency, and the mission 
_ board, sparing no effort to provide leadership 
and funds for this needy field. The needs are 
still many. We urgently need dwellings for 
missionaries, school buildings, churches and 
medical buildings. What a challenge to those 
whom God has entrusted with means and 
ways of earning money! Especially do we 
need prayer that all efforts be made under 
the direction of the Holy Spirit. 


JANUARY-MARCH, 1956 


gional conferences is envisioned. 
I believe our Mennonite Mission churches 
would be strengthened if they took part in 


the All-Mennonite Conferences, especially if 


that Mennonite World Fellowship also pro- 
vided the opportunity for the different na- 
tionalities to gather as one in Christ at the 
communion table. “Holy Father, keep 
through thine own name those whom thou 
hast given me, that they may be one, as we 
are.” (John 17:11) 






We have 66 missionaries on the field in- 
cluding the voluntary service men, and are 
expecting more in the next few months. In- 
ter-station cooperation has been shown by 
missionaries from one station helping out at 
another, and by the shifting of personnel 
from one station to another. With a num- 
ber of furloughs coming due more of that 
will be needed these coming years. Also still 
more use will have to be made of capable 
Africans by having them take over work 
done by missionaries. Then, too, we have 
missionaries on furlough. But even after tak- 
ing all that into consideration we must say 
with our concerned Lord: 

“The harvest truly is plenteous, but the la- 
borers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest that He will send forth la- 
borers into His harvest.” 

Frank J. Enns. 





Charlesville Church 


At the beginning of the year, several days 
of instruction and inspirational services were 
held on the station with all the Evangelists 
and Bible School students attending. Our 
goal of an indigenous church was emphasized 
by the missionaries and African pastor. 

This year’s Bible School began with an 
encouraging enrollment of 38 new students 
including 2 girls who are fifth year gradu- 
ates. Two Africans are -teaching in the’ 
school, one of them being a church deacon 
who is giving full-time to teaching and 
counseling of students and baptized Chris- 
tians. 

Plans are made for a new church center 
across the Kasai River about 10 miles from 
the station. A regional school with three 
classes has been started and plans are for 
a church building and a home for Pastor 
Kazadi who will be in charge of the church 
work. The C.IL.M. Bible reading program 
this year has been a blessing to those who 
followed it as well as a challenge to us 
missionaries. At the beginning of the year 
several hundred indicated their decision to 
read a chapter daily, but after a few months 
a Sunday morning check-up revealed that 
very few had kept their promise. The church 
has many adversaries. Many profess Chris- 
tianity, but those giving real evidence of 
it are too few. Pray for a revival in our 
Church. 

Women’s meetings held in the village 
streets were the most rewarding because 
they were much better attended than those 
held in the church. The Bible Women have 
shouldered their responsibilities this year in 
a much better spirit of cooperation and real 
work. Not one speaker has failed to take 
her place. Pray for those who do the in- 
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Annual Report of 


CHARLESVILLE 
~ STATION 


viting, as they are often insulted for their 
efforts. 

The industrial program has included the 
building of Bible School dormitories and 
furniture. 

The ministry of teaching is part of the 
great effort of our mission to reach the lost 
for Christ. It occupies the time of two 
missionaries on our Charlesville station. In 
the outstations the work is supervised by 
the evangelistic missionary. One more re- 
gional school center has been begun at Ka- 
bambai. We already have a good student 
body out there. 

This year we are happy to report that 
things look somewhat brighter. We are 
noticing a definite trend of greater coopera- 
tion from the teachers. We have one Moni- 
teur School graduate who is doing fine work 
teaching in E.A.P. We have mostly E.A.P. 
graduates teaching in our schools. Bible 
School graduates are also teaching. We will 
be glad when all our teachers will have both 
the Bible School training as well as the 
E.A.P. teachers’ training. 

There are about 500 students in the pri- 
mary school, about 50 in E.A.P., and about 
the same number in the Bible School. Teach- 
ing the Word of God has been a joy, and 
growth in the students is evident. 


Often in the past year we have thought 
of the words of the Apostle Paul: “A great 
door and effectual is opened unto me, and 
there are many adversaries.” We feel that 
these words are applicable to the medical 
work. With the opening of the new dis- 
pensary last November our opportunities for 
service were greatly expanded. Patients 
began coming from every tribe in the area: 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Tshikapa Church Leaders 


EVANGELISTIC 

In the evangelistic department we have 
seriously endeavored to complete a house 
to house visitation of our entire territory. 
An effort has been made to speak to each 
Christian personally, checking at that time 
his giving, church attendance and his general 
spiritual standing. ‘Church record cards are 
being brought up to date also. The large 
task has been a practical work assignment 
of the Institut Biblique (Bible Institute) men 
and this personal touch with the individual 
Christian has been a real spiritual blessing 
es well as a source of practical information 
about our territory. 

In May we assumed responsibility for ap- 
proximately one-half of the territory allotted 
to us by the A.P.C.M. Through the assist- 
ance of Nyanga Station we were able to 
place teachers in four villages previously 
occupied by the A.P.C.M. and to open work 
in three new villages. We envision several 
church centers in this area. Calls continue 
to come in for more evangelists, and we are 
looking to the Lord to meet these needs in 
His time. 

INSTITUT BIBLIQUE 

(See report of Graduation exercises of 
Institut Biblique elsewhere in this issue.) 

We are most gnateful to the Lord and to 
those who by His leading have made our 


‘new Institut Biblique building possible. Its 


office and four classrooms laid out in an 
“‘T,” shape are an asset which will prove 
most valuable in the years to come. Dedi- 
cation services are planned for Commence- 
ment Week, October 26 through October 28. 

We are anticipating a new class to enter 
in January. It has been deemed wise to 
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again choose men who are more or less ma- 
ture, faithful servants, who have been de- 
voted to the Lord and His work. It is our 
sincere desire that each station be repre- 
sented by two students thus giving us a 
group of sixteen to begin this second class. 
WOMEN’S WORK 

Weekly services have been held this past 
year with an effort to encourage the women 
in their Christian living. Monthly :meet- 
ings are held in the near-by villages with 
native women speaking and leading the 
services. A request has come from our 
group for a reading class. Such a class is 
being arranged for them with a native lead- 
er’s wife teaching. At present about 20 
are enrolled for this class. 


CHILDREN’S WORK 

A Nursery class was begun for the pre- 
school age children with one of the mothers 
teaching the group. Handwork was provid- 
ed and it has been gratifying to see the in- 
terest and growth of the class. One of the 
classes for the Institut Biblique men has 
been in Child Evangelism. Each man was 
provided with a complete Wordless Book 
set and’ these lessons were used in the five 
DVBS held out in the territory. Many chil- 
dren as well as adults were saved in these 
meetings. 


EDUCATIONAL 

The school program has been strengthened 
with new classes opened, a number of sun- 
dried brick chapels built, a three-room grass 
roof classroom built on the station, and sev- 
eral promising schools opened in the ter- 
ritory. A grave concern to us is the absence 
of girls in our classes, especially above the 
second grade, where fewer than 25 are en- 
rolled in a total of 700 students. 
INDUSTRIAL 

Found among the men who are employed 
in the industrial department are not only 
the Christian, educated native but also the 

(Continued on page 19) 
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EVANGELISTIC 

Our evangelistic program this past year 
has been geared to our church calendar. We 
were able to meet every appointment.. The 
whole area consisting of 54 outvillages and 
20 diamond mining camps has been syste- 


matically covered by itinerary. Many of the 
villages have been visited a number of times. © 
Evangelists,.were .placed in five villages ’ 
in addition to four villages of our newly as-_ 
signed territory of the A.P.C.M. Even though > 
entrenched’ 


the ‘Catholics are thoroughly 
there, many more villages are asking for 
our evangelists and a genuine hunger for 
the Word is being evidenced. 

Evangelizing by means of the printed page 
has also been stressed. As yet the sale of 
literature is slow, but the free tracts are 
eagerly received and read. The daily read- 
ing of the Bible has been encouraged through 
the distributing of Daily Bible Reading 
schedules. 

Our Ecole Evangelique is showing signs 
of greater stability as we forge ahead in 
the third year of its existence. The students 
are proving themselves in their various 
practical work assignments. Several of the 
second year students are serving as part time 
evangelists in nearby villages. 

WOMEN’S WORK 

The World Day of Prayer Service stimu- 
lated a new interest in our Women’s Work. 
Our attendance increased and a number 
came to seek the way of Eternal Life. The 
adult reading class continued through the 
year with two women gaining the coveted 
prize—a Bible. An itinerary was made this 
year in the interest of Women’s Work. Ap- 
proximately 1200 women were contacted and 
we rejoiced that 129 chose to follow Christ. 


GIRLS’ WORK 
Our girls live in dormitories and while 
attending school have cultivated their own 


fields, prepared and cooked their own food, 


10 


Annual Report of 


MUTENA 
STATION 


cared for their clothing and rooms, and 
learned to sew. Four girls received Chris- 
tian marriages and six expect to be married 
this month. Many girls accepted Christ and 
thirteen were baptized. 


CHILDREN’S WORK 
Thirty-four daily vacation Bible schools 


conducted primarily by a crippled evan- 
_gelist and the Ecole Evangelique 


(Bible 
School) boys showed gratifying results. Of- 
ferings amounted to 1126,50 fr. ($22.53). Ten 
children’s services were held weekly. Dur- 
ing a special itinerary 39 services were con- 
ducted. A scripture memorizing contest has 


been started. Several persons will soon 
have earned a Bible. 
MUSIC 


Selections by the men’s choir composed of 
Bible School, Industrial School, and E.A.P. 
students have been uplifting to those who 
sang and to those who listened in our church 
services. - 


EDUCATIONAL 
E.A.P. 

The proportion of certified teachers in 
the primary school system has been greatly 
increased, thanks to the teacher training 
school. We have great hopes that many 
more, having finished this school, will take 
their places with those already active in 
the villages, teaching, and preaching the 
gospel. 

Primary 

The 1954-55 school year ended in March 
with 65 graduates, and the new year began 
in May. The new CIM program of studies 
has proved helpful, especially the new cours- 
es in religion. Nshidi Lazalo conducted 
special classes on the Way of Salvation with 
each grade, and we are happy that quite a 
few children decided to follow Jesus. The 
five annual visits to the outstations have re- 
sulted in better attendance, improved teach- 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Banga Church 


EVANGELISTIC 


There are two expressions quite freely 
used at Banga. One is “The Bashile’ are not 
lazy.” The other is, “They are so ‘inde- 
pendent and stubborn, that they would rath- 
er wear their homemade loin cloth than 
subject themselves to the authority of the 
white man.” The latter was well portrayed 
in the revolt among the workmen in March. 
On the other hand these people fascinate us 
because they are so determined and stubborn. 
We have heard both words of threats and 
violence, and also those of fidelity and de- 
votion made in complete sincerity. That 
situation gives us joy, especially when we 
remember the revival Levi had when he 
visited the villages this spring. These peo- 
ple are receptive, if we only take enough 
time to deal with them. 


The women, too, are stepping out for the 
Lord. The first Mushilele grandmother 
joined the church at Basongo this year. It 
is a pleasure to hear the missionaries relate 
this experience and others in their April 
itinerary. Near Banga recently when the 
invitation was given, 18 women came for- 
ward to give themselves to the Lord, when 
the Word of God was presented to them in 
their native tongue. The Word of God thus 
presented to the Biashilele in their mother 
tongue always brings greater results. Let 
us definitely remember the missionaries in 
prayer that a greater effort will be made 
to learn this language as a means of deal- 
ing with the older people. 


It is a great joy to report about the cos- 
mopolitan group that we have in the in- 
digenous church at Basongo, some nine 
tribes being represented, living together 
quite harmoniously. Let us thank the Lord 
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for this and pray earnestly that this one- 
ness in spirit will continue to, manifest itself. 
The Banga-Barbanta road is finally coming 
to life. Two Bashilele teachers have been 
placed in two Batshoke villages. There are 
many more Batshoke villages wanting teach- 
ers expressing their desires to throw off the 
threatening yoke that they have borne for 
many years. Pray for this new work. 


WOMEN’S WORK gbethet 
Women’s work has been very, difficult es- 
pecially since there are so few Christian 
women to stir up interest in the meetings or 
to take part. So far this year there have 
been 11 meetings with an average of 25 to 
30 in attendance. At each meeting a mes- 
sage of salvation was given, so anyone that 
attended would. know how to be saved. We 
ask your prayers that the Holy Spirit will 
speak to hearts and that the Word of God 
will bring forth fruit. 
EDUCATION a % 
“Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever: things are 
just, whatsoever things. are pure, whatso- 
ever things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report; if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praise, think on these 
things.” (Phil. 4:8.) The above verse has 
been our guiding aim this year as we help 
the boys and girls to follow Jesus as their 
pattern. On January 4th school was opened 
with an enrollment of 200 students. On March 
25th, 16 students completed the fifth grade 
and were all chosen to go to other schools 
at our various stations to prepare themselves 
for future service. On May 9th the new 
school year opened with a surprising en- 
rollment of 300 in spite of the unrest here at 
(Continued on page 19) 
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Staff of Nyanga Station 


EVANGELISTIC 

Missionaries have spent considerable time 
going from village to village where we have 
teacher-evangelists preaching, interviewing 
Christians and new converts, and examining 
the schools. All of the regional centers 
have been visited periodically. Our stu- 
dent who is studying at Institut Biblique 
gave two weeks of his vacation in May to 
do evangelistic and personal work. 

Baptismal services were held at the Tshi- 
tepa regional center, and at the station, 99 
precious souls being taken into the church 
and fellowship of the believers. - 


WOMEN’S WORK 

The women of the mission station have 
gone out to the three nearby villages for 
women’s meetings and have come back with 
enthusiastic reports. In some villages the 
wife of the teacher-evangelist is conducting 
regular meetings. In the regional evan- 
gelistic meetings women have decided for 
Christ, and we pray that all these efforts 
may help to also bring many more women 
to the Saviour. 


MEDICAL 

Patients with ulcers, worms, and malaria 
come when the sun shines, but babies pay 
no heed to weather conditions. They may 
choose the wee hours of the morning when 
sleep is sweetest, or the middle of dispens- 
ary hours to announce their arrival. In 
spite of the fact that they bring havoc to any 
routine, we do welcome them for it gives 
us a wonderful opportunity to present Christ, 
the Giver of eternal life, to the heathen 
mothers. 
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EDUCATIONAL 


Ecole de Moniteurs—This school is in its 
second year of operation with nineteen stu- 
dents in the first year class and eleven stu- 
dents in the second. The teaching staff 
consists of Miss Lodema Short, Mr. Peter 
Buller (school director), and Palanga Jean. 
On the whole, student morale has been good 
in spite of the disdained task of preparing 
food. Classes met in two classrooms be- 
longing to the Nyanga Primary school which 
fortunately were available this year. A 
temporary mud and stick dormitory was 
built to house students who entered first 
year. A permanent school plant is urgently 
needed for the constantly enlarging student 
body. 


Ecole preparatoire—Twenty boys gradu- 
ated from the seventh year in March 1955. 
The new school year began in May with 
forty new boys and thirty returning for the 
seventh year. One of our C.I.M. boys, who 
has. graduated from the Ecole de Moniteurs. 
at the Presbyterian school, has joined our 
teaching staff thus relieving one of the mis- 
sionary teachers. 

The purpose of the school is to prepare 
students for higher education and we con- 
sider it as a step in preparation for Chris- 
tian service. Their study of French opens 
up to them a vast field of literature not 
otherwise available to them. Seventy po- 
tential workers for the Lord’s vineyard pre- 
sent a great challenge to us. 

Ecole primaire—This school presents a 
challenging work. We have many pupils 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Mukedi Church 


A servant of the Lord of another day said, 
“T am made all things to all men that I 
might by all means save some.” 

Again the past months we have striven 
by the means open to us to win at least 
some of these round about us for Jesus 
Christ. The missionary, whether acting in 
the capacity of healer, teacher, counsellor, 
preacher, magistrate, coach, midwife or 
builder, has not lacked means whereby he 
had opportunity to win some. 

The missionary as teacher continues to 
have unlimited opportunities for service. 
Congo youth stirs in ever increasing num- 
bers and seeks entrance into schools of any 
and all types made available to them. The 
pest graduation time saw 73 students finish 
5th year at Mukedi and there is good possi- 
bility that twice that number will finish 
at the end of the present school year. 

The current school year finds an enroll- 
ment of over 600 students in the station pri- 
mary school with another 600 in the village 
and regional schools within a 5 kilometer 
radius of the mission. The swell of en- 
rollment in village schools generally is pro- 
portionate. There ere another 100 young 
men in the E.A.P. and Bible School. The 
challenge of Congo youth is upon us. In 
meeting it we can shape the future of this 
land and assure the future of the Congo 
Church. To fail before this challenge is to 
abandon to other hands our God given op- 
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portunity. A second ecole preparatoire (6th 
and 7th years of elementary training) be- 
comes rapidly imper2tive. We look with 
keen interest to the launching of the co- 
operative ecole secondaire (high school and 
college level) in the Kwango area. 

The missionary as healer finds his serv- 
ices sought and appreciated by ever increas- 
ing numbers. The first six months of this 
year witnessed 115 major and 83 minor op- 
erations at Mukedi. Treatments have aver- 
aged 575 per day for the past months. The 
maternity continues to be a center of joy 
for the African community. Many are the 
boxes of talcum powder enthusiastically 
emptied of their contents as new mothers 
start proudly for their villages with their 
new bundles. 

Yet even though the ministry of healing 
is rewarded and gratifying in itself, we re- 
joice in a special way as we continually 
see Africans won to Christ during their 
stay here. In villages about us the number 
is continually growing of those who have 
come and returned to their villages with new 
hearts as well as repaired hernias, restored 
limbs, sewn cuts and healed wounds. We 
pray that this ministry may continue to be 
used of God in increesing measure. 

The missionary as preacher is limited in 
his opportunities only by his time, strength 
and desire to serve. The indifference among 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Mr. Near, Mr. and Mrs. Falk and daughter 


As we look back over the months of this 
year, we praise the Lord for His blessing. 
New Ebenez2rs may be erected to the praise 
of the Lord. Together with our African 
leaders we have been able to proclaim God’s 
Word and to lead souls to the Saviour. One 
hundred and sixteen teachers, assisted by 
several overseers, have been sowing the seed 
of His Word in the villages. Some of the 
teachers have not been faithful in the task 
which was theirs, but we are encouraged 
by those who have been real witnesses and 
who have faithfully taught the Word of God 
to the village people. 

EVANGELISTIC 

Regional meetings have been held at thir- 
teen regional centers. Through these region- 
al meetings, making periodic visits to all the 
regions, the church has already been 
strengthened to some extent and a sense of 
“regional belonging to” has been created. 
Also, in our visits church discipline has been 
exercised, whereby a number of baptized 
believers living in un-christian ways have 
been corrected and restored to fellowship, 
and all have come to know that un-christian 
practices are not accepted in the church. — 

This year for the first time, catechetical 
instruction has been held at regional cen- 
ters and baptism was held at one center. 
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In all, sixty-nine persons have been bap- 
tized and received into the fellowship of the 
church. Systematic tithing has been intro- 
duced and we are grateful to the Lord that 
the church members are beginning to feel 
a responsibility for the support of the Lord’s 
work. 

EDUCATIONAL 

In our educational program we also feel 
that the Lord has blessed the efforts that 
have been. put forth. On the station we have 
a primary girls’ school: consisting of three 
classes and, a primary school of nine classes. 
A number of village schools have done sat- 
isfactory work for state approval. Whereas 
until now there were only first-year -classes 
in the villages, we have been able to start 
five second-year classes and there has been 
improvement in the first-year village schools. 

In our girls’ compound we have about one 
hundred thirty-five girls. We are thankful 
that we have the opportunity to give Chris- 
tian instruction to these girls and rejoice 
that many of them have accepted Christ as 
their personal Saviour. 

Due to lack of personnel, we have not been 
able to organize a regular work with- the 
women, but 'we have had some special serv- 
ices for them. ‘Since most of the women 
have had little or no schooling, they cannot 
read the Bible and do not show much inter- 
est in having an active part in the services; 
but we pray that, as we have more time to 
work with them, they will be drawn into 
active participation. 

INDUSTRIAL Bi. 

In our industrial department we may re- 
port that three girls’ houses (one of perma- 
nent materials) have been built. Also, a 
garage, begun some years ago, has been fin- 
ished. We are grateful for the dwelling 
nearing completion, which will enable fel- 
low missionaries to join us and strengthen 
the work. 
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Regional meetings continue to boost out- 
station evangelism. Our teachers have sown 
the seed. Village Christians have dealt with 
heathen relatives and later when the as- 
sistant pastor or missionary gave out the 
Word, the convicting power of the Holy 
Spirit was seen, faces registered inward con- 
flict, and souls responded. Many have ac- 
cepted Christ and back-sliders have been re- 
stored. 

We are happy to report progress toward 
the indigenous church. Our African be- 
lievers are taking on the support of fifteen 
of their evangelists. 

The children’s church has been well at- 
tended. ‘Children come from varied environ- 
ments. We have the orphans, the children. 
of Christians who live on the mission, the 
untainted leper children from the home on 
the mission, and those who live with their 
parents in the leper colony. There is also 
a group of children from the near-by vill- 
ages. They love singing, especially when 
the toy organ cémes to church. Pray with 
us that the WORD in these young hearts 
may be the means of keeping them from a 
life of sin. 


EDUCATIONAL 

The school work has been a pleasure this 
year. Sixty-five percent of the pupils passed 
the examinations and most of them came 
to enroll for the new school year. In the 
village schools 489 pupils passed the first 
year exams. They are now in 20 second- 
grade classes arranged for them near their 
homes. We are planning for third year 
classes in the villages next year. We thank 
God for bringing the John Jantzen’s to take 
charge of the educational work. 
INDUSTRIAL 

Builders Rempel and Schmidt have not 
exactly been day-dreaming. After six weeks 
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in building the new residence they were 
able to leave for their next project at 
Kandala. 

Two new permanent homes at the lepro- 
sarium are the result of a generous donation 
by the African Mennonite Brethren Mission. 
A, permanent house of the African nurse is 
also nearing completion. 

The rickety, ant-eaten car pit has been 
replaced by one of cement blocks: Two bam- 
boo houses were erected on the station. 


MEDICAL 

Shamanzenze was too weak to come for 
his injection at the leprosarium dispensary, 
but almost to the last he was never too weak 
to hunt. This renowned hunter of the great 
Chokwe hunting tribe has left the chase. 
Before he died he told us that he knew the 
affairs of God and His Son, our Saviour. 
We are sorry to say that several children 
have been found with the dreaded. disease, 
and have to be bribed twice every month 
to come for their injections. 

Was it the absence of a doctor at the State 
post; or was it the new faces of Mama 
Bilonda (Miss Aganetha Friesen), and Mema 
Mango (Sister Berta Mangold); or could 
it possibly have been the new pink and blue 
file cards that attracted the crowds to our 
dispensary early this year? By the first 
of the next year we hope to have another 
attraction, for we hear that our pioneer mis- 
sionary, Miss Mary Miller, who is now home 
on furlough, has received funds for a new 
dispensary. May the Lord bless the givers. 
May He also be with us as each new, busy 
day dawns. : Wiad 
ORPHANAGE 

The Lord has ‘graciously kept us from ser- 
ious illness or an epidemic at the orphanage 
this year. The more than forty children are 

(Continued on page 20) 
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CHARLESVILLE STATION REPORT 

(Continued from page 8) 
Christians, sophisticated pagans, and raw 
heathen. All receive the same treatment 
and all hear the Gospel at the daily services. 
Until he was incapacitated by a serious ill- 
ness, Nsungamadi Joseph, our hospital evan- 
gelist, did a good work. His wife still faith- 
fully carries on a daily chapel service with 
the women at the maternity. Our medical 
boys now have charge of the dispensary 
services. 

However, we find as Paul did that where 
ever the Gospel is preached, Satan is busy. 
For us the adversary has appeared in the 
form of palavers among our medical boys, 
and frequent times of discouragement be- 
cause of the immensity of the task and the 
paucity of workers. With the coming of 
new workers to the field, we are anticipat- 
ing that our staff will be increased and 
we will better be able to serve our Master 
through the medical work. 


MUTENA STATION REPORT 
(Continued from page 10) 
ing methods, and greater outreach with the 
Gospel into the outvillages. 
Ecole Artisanale 

The program of the industrial school has 
begun to settle down to more of a routine 
this year. A new course, carpentry, began 
with the opening of the school’s second year. 
The State gave its official approval on the 
school and we now have two native teach- 
ers—one for carpentry and one for masonry. 
The students built most of the temporary 
school building and are finishing a house 
for the maternity work. 

MEDICAL 

During the past year the medical work 
has again kept us busy. The Lord has never 
failed us, and has given the needed grace 
and strength for the work. 

We now have a blind evangelist who has 
a burden for the salvation of his own peo- 
ple and conducts services at the dispensary 
each weekday morning. The deacon’s wife 
has services at the maternity hospital for 
the women. One of our boys has just fin- 
ished the 3-year medical course at Luebo 
medical school and now has returned to us. 
INDUSTRIAL 

The activities of this department have cen- 
tered around a dwelling for missionaries and 
a house for the girls’ compound. This year 


18 


for the first time we have used cement 
blocks and find that there are a number 
of advantages in their use. The work of 
the carpenter shop and garage has been bet- 
ter taken care of with the coming of the 
V.S. boys. 


NYANGA STATION REPORT 


(Continued from page 12) 
that are attending our primary schools. In 
most cases the classrooms are overcrowded. 
We have 11 teachers and about 470 pupils 
in school. For the first time this year we 
have put two fourth grades out in the 
regional centers. 


Ecole Evangelique (Bible school) — Our 
first class registered on May 29. We en- 
rolled 42 students, filling our dormitories 
and classrooms to capacity. We have now 
studied the Word for nine weeks. Up to 
date we have not found it necessary to dis- 
miss a student nor has anyone dropped out. 
This proves to us that they meant what they 
said, “We want to go and study.” 


GIRLS’ WORK : 

What with runaways, quarrels, weddings, 
worm treatments, field work and school work 
we have had another busy year in our girls’ 
compound. During this year we built a new 
dormitory with funds supplied by the Wom- 
en’s Auxiliary. Consequently we were able 
to admit a number of girls from a distant 
tribe. As some left us to be married there 
were always others to take their places. 
Each girl who comes presents a challenge to 
us, as we learn to know her and strive to 
lead her to accept Jesus Christ as her per- 
sonal Saviour and Lord. 


INDUSTRIAL WORK 

In the industrial department we have built 
a permanent church at one of our church 
regional centers. (See Kipoko Church story 
in last issue of C.M.M., eds.) All of the stone 
needed for the building was donated by 
the people of this area. They also took care 
of the needed red dirt, water, and with 
their money have begun to pa¥ for the ce- 
ment, boards, roofing and hauling expenses. 

On the station we have built a girls’ dor- 
mitory, roofed some primary school build- 
ings and made general repairs such as re- 
painting church and guest-house roofs with 
aluminum paint, repainting woodwork on 
guest house, church, medical buildings and 
all primary school units. 
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TSHIKAPA STATION REPORT 
(Continued from page 9) 
non-Christian, the illiterate; among them 
are those who have not the slightest fa- 
miliarity with tools other than the native 
knife and hoe. For many years those show- 
ing aptitudes have been trained to use the 
plane, square and the saw, while others have 
worked skillfully with the trowel and level, 
and now we have those who are operating 
the shop motor and large plener, and are 

driving our mission trucks. 
Since our conference in December the fol- 
lowing work has been done: 

250,000 bricks made, 

750—16-ft. boards sawed, 

3-room. grass roof brick school built, 

Institut Biblique building is under roof, 

Footings in for a new dwelling, 

Some desks and furniture made, 

1 sun-dried brick chapel and several tem- 
porary chapels and schools built in the out- 
stations. a 

We are glad to report that sevenal of our 
workmen have accepted Christ as their Sav- 
iour this past year. We are praising God 
for sending the Liechty’s to us just now. 
‘MEDICAL 

Medical work has been carried on here on 
the station with oun main efforts being di- 
rected to the school children, mission work- 
men and their families, and the mission 
evangelists and their families. However, one 
can not turn away the village people, and 
so the crowds have been large at times. 
Medical work continues to be a real avenue 
which we can reach the lost with the mes- 
sage of His love and care. 





BANGA STATION REPORT 

(Continued from page 11) 
Banga. This was very encouraging, and we 
hope and pray many will find Jesus as their 
Saviour and become members of His church. 
We hope during their present vacation that 
many are witnessing to their folks and 
living a life that is pleasing to the work. 
GIRLS’ WORK 

“A woman that feareth the Lord, she 

shall be praised.” (Prov. 31:30). The reason 
for having a girls’ home is that we want 
them to learn to fear the Lord, to give their 
hearts and lives to Him, and to become fu- 
ture wives and mothers who will glorify 
their Redeemer. During the time of unrest, 
a number of them ran away and others were 
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taken back to their villages by their fu- 
ture husbands. At present there are only 
35 left and we request your prayers that 
those who left will soon return and continue 
in school and in the Knowledge of Him. 
Besides studying God’s word and the 3 R’s, 
sewing classes are also held. On Sunday 
evenings the girls take complete charge of 
their meeting with the help of the care- 
taker. We trust this method of self-ex- 
pression will instill within them the desire 
to carry on women’s work in their villages 
when they leave the station. Since the last 
report, 8 of these girls have been given 
Christian marriages and we trust they have 
set up good Christian homes. 

MEDICAL 

When Christ sent out his disciples to 
preach the Gospel, He also said, “Heal the 
sick.” When helping the sick we find we 
can reach many with the Gospel who other- 
wise would never come to listen. The na- 
tives are very grateful for the new mud 
and stick maternity building. As a result 
of it the number of women coming to have 
their babies here has been increasing. During 
the first 8 months of this year we have had 
twice as many as last year. We are so 
very grateful for Aganetha’s help in the 
medical work. 

The dry season is the time for prairie 
fires, the time when the Africans hope to 
get much meat. This year many Africans 
have mentioned that it is a hard year. Sev- 
eral children as well as adults have been 
burned to death. A number of people are 
being treated for burns and also wounds 
received from accidents during the hunts, 
or inflicted upon each other in fighting over 
the enimals that were caught. Is this one 
way that the Lord is bringing some of the 
heathen in to hear the Gospel??? One man 
that received a severe wound in a fight ac- 
cepted Christ as his Saviour. Pray the Holy 
Spirit may speak to more hearts as the 
Word goes forth. 

INDUSTRIAL 

A temporary maternity building has been 
completed and immediately put to good use. 
Two 2-room school units have been started 
and work on these is steadily going forward. 
We are happy to report that a nearer place 
has been found to get red dirt for making 
mortar as well as sun-dried bricks. Also a 
new abundant supply of sand has_ been 
found which will suffice for all our build- 
ing needs. 
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MUKED1 STATION REPORT 

(Continued from page 13) 
Africans of which one hears in some Congo 
areas still has not affected our station to 
any important extent. The missionary as 
he goes out with his helpers may be assured 
of a large and respectful hearing. And yet 
as importent as his role is in the present 
stage of Congo Church development, the 
key is still and shall ever be the individual 
African teacher-evangelist. faithfully pro- 
claiming to children and adults alike the 
Story of Life. 

At Mukedi we have been much encouraged 
the past year as we have seen opening to us 
a section of our area which formerly was 
strongly Catholic. Within the past 18 months 
or so we have been able to place teachers 
in at least 15 new villages. We with our 
African brethren have redivided the Mukedi 
area into nine districts and have installed an 
overseer in each one. This, linked with our 
regularly organized regional meetings, is a 
long step in the direction of a truly indigen- 
ous church. 

In this connection we feel that our Bible 
School is assuming the importance to which 
it is entitled in the minds of the Africans. 
In March the first class of 9 was graduated. 
They are all engaged in some form of Chris- 
tian service. This year there are 40 in 
the two classes. Already we hear 5th year 
students discussing the pros and cons of 
entering E.A.P. and Bible School. The school 


is being accepted and its role recognized. 


For this we are thankful. 

The challenge of women’s and girls’ work 
is ever with us. The number of Christian 
homes slowly grows. We now have 160 
girls in the Mukedi girls’ compound with 55 
others at two regional schools. We are es- 
pecially encouraged by the 32 third grade 
and 14 fourth grade girls in school now. For 
the first time we feel that there is in view 


a possibility of having girl students in our 
E.A.P. and Bible School. 

Since last conference our work has been 
severely tested as a result of the current 
Catholic program of taking “wanga” (witch 
craft) out of the villages and replacing it 
with a bottle of “holy water.” The people 
willingly built the building the priest asked, 
and promised him their children as students. 
Such a movement is bound to have an effect 
on our work. However, we believe we can 
say that our people have weathered the 
storm. Our village schools are practically 
all intact. We have been gratified to see 
the stand which the great bulk of our church 
members have taken. It undoubtedly has 
been the means of strengthening the faith > 
and conviction of many. 

As we face another year of endeavor, we 
would share the sentiments of the Apostle 
Paul and pray, “Lord help us that we may, 
by all means open to us, be able to win some 
for Thee.” 


KAMAYALA STATION REPORT 

(Continued from page 15) 
a happy well-fed group. David and his wife 
manage the oversize family very well. I 
wish you could see the children doing the 
morning’s work. The boys sweep the yard 
and scrub their dormitory. The bigger girls 
look after the little ones and scrub their 
dorm. The ‘milk-line’ would interest you. 
Devotions in the nice warm kitchen on cool 
mornings with all the juvenile wigglers, 
some drinking their milk, others roasting a 
nice spicy grasshopper might amuse you. 
You’ll have to come for a visit to appreciate 
us fully. 

The orphans as well as everyone on the 
mission gave Mama Tambula (Miss Bertha 
Miller) a warm reception. We all feel that 
her coming is an answer to prayer. We thank 
God for more workers. 


OUR NEWEST MISSIONARIES 


Little Ruth Eudene Keidel, 7 lbs. 11 oz., 
came to join the C.I.M. family on February 
9, her mother’s birthday, 
Mennonite Hospital 


arriving at the 
in Bloomington, [Iill. 
Happy parents are Rev. and Mrs. Levi Keidel, 
presently in the states on furlough. 
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Word was received in our office on Fep- 
ruary 12 announcing the birth of a baby 
daughter named Karen Ruth to Rev. and 
Mrs. John B. Jantzen. The Jantzen’s who 
have another daughter, Evelyn, who is 7 
years old, are stationed at Kamayala station. 
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BIRTHDAYS... 


Of Our Missionaries and Their Children 


March 

2 Mrs. Ben Eidse 

3 Rev. Waldo Harder 

8 Miss Fanny Schmallen- 

berger 

24 Mrs. Frank J. Enns 
24 Rev. Rudolph Martens 
26 Rev. Elmer J. Dick 
26 Larry Janz 

26 Rev. Allan Wiebe 
27 Rev. Peter Falk 
28 David Ediger 
30 Priscilla Keidel 
30 Miss Anna Quiring 

31 Miss Bertha Miller 
April 

7 Perry Allan Keidel 
10 Rebecca Claire Zook 

11 Rev. Loyd Brown 

12 Jacob Gerard Loewen 
21 David Harder 

21 Beverly Ann Rempel 
22 Miss Amanda Reimer 
25 Daniel Peter Gerber 
29 Mrs. Earl Roth 


May 

7 Miss Sara Friesen 

11 Mr. Larry Kaufman 
11 Judy Schwartz 

11 Jeannette Sprunger 

12 Miss Betty Quiring 

15 Mrs. Arthur Janz 

20 Marilyn Ruth Schnell 
21 Rev. Samuel Entz 

29 Miss Frieda Guengerich 
30 Mrs. M. H. Schwartz 
31 Miss Agnes Lutke 

31 Mr. Lawrence Rempel 


June 

1 Dorothy Ellen Ediger 
3 Mrs. Samuel Entz 

3 Rev. Vernon J. Sprunger 
8 Rev. Russell F. Schnell 
9 John Henry Dick 

10 Mrs. G. B. Neufeld 

13. Mr. Wilmer Sprunger 
14 Mrs. R. D. Bontrager 
17. Mrs. Roy O. Yoder 

20 Rev. James E. Bertsche 
21 Mrs, Melvin Loewen 
26 Rev. Earl Roth 
27 Mrs. Glenn Rocke 
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Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
Nyanga via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 

Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
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Kandala, Gungu via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
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Mutena via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
Mutena via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
Bluffton, Ohio 
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Personal .... 


MESSAGES 


FROM NYANGA STATION: 


Lodema Short writes: 
Dear Friends: 


Christmas is over and a ‘new term of 
school has begun. The holiday season seemed 
very short and was over only too soon. Some 
of those extra things for which there is 
never time during the school term remain 
undone. 


The last term closed the middle of Decem- 
ber with examinations as usual. Our students 
here in Africa take their exams seriously. 
During that week you can see them anytime 
between six in the morning and sundown 
walking up and down the roads learning 
(mostly memorizing) the wisdom which they 
had written in their notebooks during the 
term. Some have been several miles from the 
station and, when offered a ride, refused be- 
cause they were studying. 

This year there was an added feature 
which broke up the studies. The closing of 
school came so near to Christmas that we 
planned a program given by the students. 
The Christmas message being given in 
pageant and song. Africans like to sing and 
to act. They, and we, too, enjoyed prepar- 
ing the program. Many of them mentioned 
to us that they planned to use some of the 
songs for the programs in their home vil- 
lages while on vacation. We felt this was an 
excellent way to get the message of Christ- 
mas out to our villages in the Nyanga region. 

I had the privilege this year of spending 
Christmas Day and part of my vacation at 
Mutena station in the home of Lois Slagle 
and Lena Friesen. Early in the morning be- 
fore daybreak, the mission school girls who 
had remained for their vacation came to the 
house and we joined their group to go carol- 
ing. First, we went to each of the mission- 
aries’ homes, sang, “Joy to the World”, and 
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wished them a “Merry Christmas”; Then we 
went on to the village to do the same for our 
African Christian families. It didn’t seem to 
make anyone unhappy to be awakened at 
such an hour. Quite a few got up and joined 
us. We soon were a large group. It seemed 
to put everyone in good spirits for the day. 
After two hours of this we were ready to 
do justice to the good. breakfast of bacon and 
eggs that was awaiting us at the house. 


Now we have started the New Year. As we 
think over the lessons that are past we know 
that God has been faithful. We know, too, 
that we can expect just that for the New 
Year. The two most outstanding things 
which we believe mean much toward furth- 
ering His church here in Africa, are the 
building of a permanent church in the re- 
gional center of Kipoko and the opening of a 
work in the Batshioko territory under the 
leadership of one of the men trained at the 
Institut Biblique at Pshikapa. Against many 
obstacles he seems to be doing a fine work 
out there. This tribe is -known for their 
sorcery and witchcraft and heathen medi- 
cines. There are many darkened hearts out 
there who need to know the Saviour. The 
work at Kipoko is carried on completely by 
natives. It is a joy to the missionaries to go 
out there unexpectedly and find several hun- 
dred gathered for the Sunday morning wor- 
ship service. 


We hope that more centers such as these 
may soon be opened where the responsi- 
bilities are completely thrown onto native 
shoulders. To make this possible it takes 
prayer, for a work in order to stand must be 
of the Lord. We here at Nyanga started out 
the New Year with a week of prayer. Each 
evening of that week we gathered to pray for 


some special arm of the work. We hope that 


many of you will join us in the New Year 
in expecting great things from Him. 
Sincerely, 
Lodema Short. 


From Frieda Guengerich: 
Dear friends: 
On Thursday evening, the fifteenth of De- 
cember, we gave our Christmas pageant pre- 
sented by the pupils and teachers in our 
three schools above fifth year,—Ecole de 
Moniteur, Ecole Preparatoire, and Ecole 
Evangelique. There were special group songs 
and a mass choir of one hundred thirty-five 
voices. They came faithfully to practices even 
though they were also having examinations. 
We felt the program was a success. The 
scribes and priests were quite stately and 
King Herod very harsh, while the shepherds 
shook exceedingly with fear at the appearance 
of the angel. Mary and Joseph were quiet 
and humble as the Wise Men reverently pre- 
sented their gifts at the manger. Rev. Buller 
helped us with lighting effects which added 
a great deal to the effectiveness of the pro- 
gram. The state agricultural agent and his 
wife who were in the area accepted our 

invitation to come to the program. 

The priest has been iactive recently in our 
area selling “holy water” to the people. The 
idea appeals to them as it satisfies their sup- 
erstitious nature. However, yesterday we re- 
ceived the news that in one of our villages 
aman sprinkled some of this water in several 
houses when some rain clouds came up and 
in the house where he left the bottle a wom- 
an was struck by lightning and killed. We 
pray the Lord will be able to speak to many 
through this incident. ; 

Sincerely, 
Frieda Guengerich. 


FROM CHARLESVILLE STATION: 
Glenn Rocke writes: 


Dear friends: 

Last week we closed a 10-day series of 
meetings in the church here. The church 
was filled nearly every night. We had as 
Evangelist, Pastor Kongolo Samuel from 
A.P.C.M., who brought some very good mes- 
sages. He is going to Leo in a few weeks to 
work with the missionaries of the A.P.C.M. 
who have started a work there. There were 
over 300 who came forward during the serv- 
ices for salvation, restoration, or consecré- 
tion. I do not feel we can place too much 
confidence in these large numbers as an in- 
dication of real spiritual work done. It is so 
easy for these people to come forward and 
then go home with no real change of heart. 
There is not enough real sorrow for sin and 
willingness to forsake it. But the Spirit’s 
presence was evident in many ways and I’m 
sure much good was accomplished. 

We are going ahead with plans for a 
church center about 8 miles from here across 
the river. Pastor Kazadi will have charge of 
the work there. He is gathering materials to 
build himself a good house. We hope to dedi- 
cate a church there with permanent materials 
next year. The local Christians and Kazadi’s 
partner in the coffee business will provide 
the finances, I believe. 

Yours sincerely, 
Glenn Rocke. 


FROM BANGA STATION: 


Sam Ediger writes: 
Dear Friends: 

At 3:30 Sunday morning, Oct. 2, 1955, we 
were awakened by natives singing hymns. 
What was the occasion for such rejoicing? It 
was baptismal day,—a day of rejoicing for 
the Christians. Candidates from nearby vil- 
lages had come to the station a week before 
for special baptismal classes. During this 
time each candidate was examined for his or 
her testimony of faith and for knowledge of 
the catechism. Finally the day of baptism 
had arrived and so the Christians sang. 

After daybreak all final preparations were 
made and all 108 candidates each with a 
Bible or New Testament in hand marched 
off to the stream, about six miles distant. We, 
missionaries, with our children followed in 
the pick-up sometime later, and by the time 
we arrived they were already there waiting. 
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After we all had gathered beside the 
stream we sang a song. Then our overseer 
Loshi Ablahama spoke on Matt. 5:13, “Ye 
are the salt of the earth—ye are the light of 
the world.” After a number by the choir 
each candidate followed the Lord in baptism. 


_Now our prayer is that they may let their 


new lives shine as lights in this dark world. 

After we had all returned to the station 
we gathered in the church to fellowship at 
the Lord’s table. But the service had just 
barely begun when thunderheads began to 
gather and before the speaker got started 
a cloudburst was upon us. It rained so hard 
that the water began to come into the 
church. In a few minutes there was hardly 
a place to stand except on the platform and 
benches, so that is where the people stood. 
There seemed to be no thought of leaving. 
After the rain, the church was vacated so 
that some of the boys could sweep out the 
water. We then relocated ourselves and were 
ready to continue with our service. The only 
damage done seemed to be the loss of a few 
hours and what are a few hours in Congo? 

Every one seemed to be in as good spirits 
as ever and we had the wonderful privilege 
of fellowshipping with these people around 
the Lord’s table. 

How our prayers go up to the Lord that the 
image of Christ may be formed in them more 
and more perfectly from day to day. But 
considering what they have come from, we 
thank the Lord for the great work of grace 
already performed in their hearts. We were 
truly thankful for a day of blessing with 
these people, for we felt we had made an- 
other step of advance in the work of the 
Lord’s kingdom. 

Sam Ediger. 


FROM MUKEDI STATION: 
The Roth’s write: 
Dear Friends, 

Two months have passed since we arrived 
here in Congo, and we praise the Lord for 
bringing us here safely. He always does that 
which is good, and our hearts cry out “It is 
of the Lord’s mercies .. . His compassions 
fail not, they are new every morning: great 
is Thy faithfulness.” (Lam. 3:22-23) 

Leopoldville, with all its modern buildings 
and equipment is a part of Congo, and yet 
actually it seemed to belong to Europe which 
we had left behind. However, when we flew 
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from Leo to Kikwit and saw through the 
clouds the vast forest areas and the jungles, 
we began to realize we were at last in Con- 
go. Kikwit airport, with its runway of sand 
and dust, revealed again that this is Congo. 
It was good to see the missionary there wait- 
ing to greet us, and our first experience of 
being watched and stared at by the natives 
rather startled us. Of course we knew that 
that would happen, but when it becomes an 
actuality one is not as prepared as he 
thought for what he had been told by lec- 
turers and speakers in various meetings. Our 
first day in interior Congo was just what 
the books had described. After we had step- 
ped out of the car at the Kikwit mission 
home, just as I was going into the house 
a snake dropped out of the tree and landed 
right beside me. Later we did our purchasing 
in native stores for supplies to go to our 
station, and naturally it was by case lots. 
That was a new thing for us—buying a case 
of corn starch or laundry supplies, as well 
as food. 


Congo roads are exactly as they have been 
described by other missionaries: ruts. We 
jogged through chuck holes and ruts, over 
bumps and twigs, to our destination of the 
first evening, and realized anew the grace 
of God even in providing mission stations 
here and there with their warm hospitality 
for traveling missionaries. That makes 
traveling a pleasure, and one forgets quickly 
the inconveniences of having boxes and suit- 
cases, yes and even chickens, dogs, furniture, 
soko for native food, plus 8-10 or more na- 
tives squeezed into the car with you. We 
saw the naked natives, their grass roofed 
huts, the many pigs and goats that invariably 
run with the children. All this drove home 
to us the realization that at last we were 
in Congo. 

Upon seeing the church in operation we 
were greatly impressed by the amount of 
responsibility that the native leaders are tak- 
ing. Do pray for them that they may be 
led by the Holy Spirit in their work with 
their own people, and not necessarily be im- 
pressed by western thinking. We covet your 
prayers, too, as we become acclimated to 
Congo and to its people, and to our cowork- 
ers in Christ. 

For Christ in Congo, 
Earl and Ruth Roth, 
Yvonne and Loren. 


JANUARY-MARCH, 1956 


FROM KANDALE STATION 
The Peter Falk’s write: 
Dear Friends: 

Kandale is the station most recently num- 
bered among those of the C.I1.M. As we 
look back over our first year of work here, 
we can say that the Lord has given His bless- 
ing and we praise Him for it. 

‘In the evangelistic work we are now in our 
third series of regional meetings. These 
meetings as well as other evangelistic serv- 
ices that have been held, have been used 
to strengthen the church. Many souls have 
confessed Christ as their Saviour. Others 
have made restitution. The Word of God has 
also been presented to over two thousand 
children in our schools. May His Word not 
return void but bear much fruit. 

Catechetical instruction had been held at 
our regional centers. August 28 was the day 
that, at one of these centers, six persons 
were to receive baptism. Baptism, worship 
and communion services were to be held. . 
Already at sunrise people began to gather 
for the services. Sixty-eight church members 
and over three hundred village people ar- 
rived. Although our meeting place was only 
an old mud and stick schoolhouse, we felt 
the Lord’s presence. Our prayer is that 
these Christians may always walk with the 
Lord and that their testimony will draw 
others into the fellowship. 

Much construction is required to build up 
a mission station with dwellings for the 
missionaries, a church for worship and in 
which to proclaim the Gospel, schools in 
which to instruct boys and girls to live 
Christian lives through faith in Jesus Christ, 
a dispensary and hospital by means of which 
te show forth Christian love through the 
ministry of healing. We are grateful to Mr. 
Larry Rempel who has so ably taken charge 
of this phase of work during the past few 
months, and to friends whose gifts have pro- 
vided the means for the building. A dwell- 
ing and a house for girls in the mission com- 
pound have been completed. 

One of the highlights of the past months 
has been the arrival of the Sprunger family. 
How often have you and we prayed, that if it 
be the Lord’s will, He would enable them 
to return to this needy field. He has an- 
swered our prayers. Let us praise Him for it. 

Sincerely in Him, 
Peter and Annie Falk. 
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FROM BRUSSELS, BELGIUM 
The Mel Loewen’s write: 
Dear Friends, 


November is gone, December is here and 
our nearby park, stripped of its brilliant 
colors, waits for spring. Now, even the 
chrysanthemums are gone. 
Saints and Armistice, after the first frosts 
came, their life was as short and colorful as 
a butterfly’s. Left, are the black geometric 
flower beds with their precisioned edges, the 
bare trees, the immaculate lawns still green, 
the empty water ponds, and the _ statues. 
Everything is seasonal in a park but the 
statues. These are as permanent as the emo- 
tions they express. 

Belgign winter is here. Short days, late 
mornings, that threaten rain, sunny after- 
noons, early evenings with drizzles, and 
bright moonlit nights. Belgium’s. weather is 
like that of Connecticut. As Mark Twain said 
of the latter: “If you don’t like our weather, 
wait a minute.” But the permanence of the 
hundreds of statues balance the weather’s 
instability. ; 

Winter brings Christmas, with its maze of 
interpretations both hallowed and preverse. 
One of our annual problems stateside is the 
struggle between the true meaning of 
Christmas and its commercial counterpart. 
For this problem, the Belgians have an old 
tradition worth considering for adoption. 
Saint Nikolas day, the day kiddies find gifts 
in their shoes, or socks, or plates and all that, 
is on December 6. The older folks, who pre- 
tend not to believe in Santa Claus, exchange 


Planted for all — 


gifts on New Year’s Day. So there you have 
December 25 quite separate and free from 
commercial pressure and divided attention; a 
fine opportunity to make it a reverent and 
peaceful anniversary of our Lord’s birth. 

What a thought God became man for sin- 
ners. Quite beyond our comprehension. It is 
then that faith brings understanding. By 
reason alone the Bethlehem story is beau- 
tiful but noncommital, by faith it becomes 
salvation unto eternal life—it becomes the 
Gospel, pure and fresh, simple yet pro- 
found, free to all, the gift of God. 

It is December again, time for parties and 
peppernuts and Sunday School programs, for 
snow and sleighs, and songs, and in the 
evening after the dishes and kiddies are 
stacked away, to sit and read and recollect. 
This is the month to take stock of our af- 
fairs: business and personal, the time to 
check accounts in favor of our neighbors 
and objective with ourselves, the time to pray 
for the souls of men to whom Christmas- 
time means nothing, or worse, to whom it 
means a time of drunken debauchery. 

Being then partakers of this Christ of Beth- 
lehem in newness of life, Christmas for us is 
a time of praise and thanksgiving for food 
and clothing, when so many have so little 
of either, for health and peace, for op- 
portunities to witness, for His Son, the Gift 
that inspires our giving. 

May yours be a merry Christmas—made 
merry by the thought of Him. 

Sincerely, 
Mel and Elfrieda Loewen 
and Family. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
November and December, 1955—January and February, 1956 


General 
Missionary 
Fund 
RECEIPTS 
EiM.C. Conference, s.c2fcssiecse tice $14,447.82 
E.M.B. Conference 2.2.0... s06..¢.:s0cees 12,036.60 
Generel Conference -.........0..022...0.22... 22,349.70 
Central Conference fain. Micta..ct.- 10,720.56 
Other 355: aniendaes thet Goatscrce, 3,157.16 
Grandifotal) Receipts  cccccccccn ketenes 
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Personal Specific 
to Gifts 
Missionaries Fund Totals 

$408.20 $5,996.48 $20,852.50 
337.00 1,416.00 13,789.60 

825.02 1,627.59 24,802.31 

980.00 6,560.54 18,261.10 

492.00 7,641.00 11,290.16 

odecwes etek eo AS oe ee ty eet eS cos oe | es $88,995.67 


CONGO MISSIONARY MESSENGER 





Cod, the Congo Inland Mission and History 


History, policies and aims of C.I.M. | 


I. What Has Been Done 


(C.I.M. “thumbnail” history) 


The Congo Inlend Mission is the outgrowth 
of missionary interest and concern among 
two Mennonite conferences, namely, the 
Central Conference of Mennonites and the 
Defenseless Conference of Mennonites. As 
early as 1820 congregations of these two 
groups were receiving offerings for foreign 
missions and supporting missionaries under 
the African Inland Mission. Henry M. Stan- 
ley had advertised and popularized the Congo 
at the turn of the century. A mission field 
in this region wes definitely established 
when in 1911 Rev. and Mrs. L. B. Haigh, who 
had previously worked under the A.I.M. in 
East Africa, went to Congo, and with the 
help of the Presbyterian Mission of Central 
Congo, established a station at Charlesville 
on the Kasai River, about 50 miles to the 
west of the Presbyterian station at Luebo. 


By the time of World War I about 20 mis- 
sionaries had been sent to the field and four 
stations eStablished. During the two dec- 
ades between World Wars I and II the num- 
ber of missionaries more than doubled and 
the work began to assume large proportions. 
A printing press was established at Charles- 
ville and very commendable work in trans- 
lation and creative work was done. Miss 
Agnes Sprunger completed the translation of 
the New Testament in the Kipendi language 
and in 1935 the British and Foreign Bible 
Society printed the first edition. C.I.M. 
missionaries early began building with 
permanent materials and the fine buildings 
with beautiful landscaping on the four older 
stations are a fine testimony of their cour- 
age, energy, and skill. Permanent buildings 
also gave assurance to the Congolee Chris- 
tians that the missionaries with their mes- 
age were there to stay. 


Since the C.I.M. was the only board of- 
ficially backed by Mennonites, the board 
received many applications and inquiries 
from young people of other Mennonite con- 
ferences. These young folk always brought 
with them supporters in finances and prayers. 
Ultimately a plan of affiliation was worked 
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out by which the Generel] Conference of 
Mennonites and the Evangelical Mennonite 
Brethren joined the two charter bodies in 
supporting the work of the mission. 


Although there are missionaries on our 
field who are from denominational back- 
grounds other than Mennonite, most of our 
missionaries are recommended to the C.I.M. 
Board by the mission board of a Mennonite 
conference. The Congo Inland Mission is 





therefore an inter-Mennonite mission with 
an open door to anyone who is interested in 
promoting the Gospel among people of for- 
eign lands who are yet without a saving 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


In the last ten years considerable new ter- 
ritory has been ceded to us, four new sta- 
tions have been established, and the number 
of missionaries on the field has more than 
doubled, making a total of about 66 on 
active duty. There are at present more than 
{6,000 baptized converts, as many in cat- 
echetical instruction preparatory to baptism, 
and more than 1,000 trained Africans en- 
gaged full time in building the church of 
Jesus Christ. The Congo Inland Mission is 
recognized as one of the\most rapidly grow- 
ing missions in the Belgian Congo today. 
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II. : Why It Has Happened 


The men respensible for the organizing 
of the Congo Inland Mission demonstrated 
an amazing amount of foresight in formula- 
ing policies and regulations which estab- 
lished the work on solid footing and around 
which the work has been built through the 
ensuing years. Since the beginning its pur- 
pose has been to build a church intrinsically 
African. When the charter was secured 
from the state of Illinois it was decided to 
name the society the Congo Inland Mission, 
a name void of any foreign association. 


A. Guiding Principles of the C.I.M. 

1. We believe the Bible is the Word cf 
God, the final authority in all matters of 
Christian faith, life and conduct. 

2. We believe in Spiritual life, e. i. the life 
to be lived by a person who has experienced 
a personal and vital relationship with the 
Lord Jesus Christ, brought about. by the 
work of the Holy Spirit in conversion and 
senctification. 

3. We believe in Discipleship, that is, fol- 
lowing Jesus in all cdénditions and circum- 
stances of life. 

4. We believe in the Separated Life. 
“Wherefore come out from among them, and 
be ye separate, saith the Lord.” We refrain 
from having part in worldly amusements or 
practices that in any way may be dishonour- 
ing to the name of Christ or the Church. 

5. We believe in a Positive Testimony for 
Peace. The scriptures teach us to “follow 
peace with all men.” We believe it is con- 
trary to this teaching for Christians to seek 
revenge against those who do us evil, or to 
take up arms in wars of aggression, revenge, 
or self defense. 

6. We believe in the Church. We consider 
ourselves a part of the Universal Church of 
Christ with a fellowship. including all true 
believers of whatever name, race or national- 
ity who are separated from sin and the 
world and vitally united by faith to Christ 
the living Head of the Church. 


Il. Financial Policies 

The various conference boards guarantee 
the material support of their respective mis- 
sionaries. Therefore the overhead expenses 
of the C.I.M. ofifce are a very minimum. No 
deputation men are sent out other than the 
missionaries. All the missionaries at home 
on furlough are responsible to their re- 
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spective conferences and are expected to 
itinerate in their own churches and help in 
rising the support of the mission. The C.I.M. 
treasurer, then, only makes out a budget 
for the total work of the mission and pre- 
sents this to the C.I.M. Board which is com- 
posed of representatives of the cooperating 
groups. Each conference is then responsible 
to raise its share of this budget and to fur- 
nish the support of its missionaries. 

The promotional work of the C.I.M. office 
is largely through the respective secretaries 
of the co-operating conferences. However, 


since 1929 the C.I.M. has had its own per- 
iodical known as the CONGO MISSIONARY 


: 
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MESSENGER, which now has a mailing list 
of about 4,000 readers. The cost of this pub- 
lication is taken out of the regular budget. 
The C.I.M. Secretary-treasurer also circulates 
information and needs among the constituent 
churches and persons of the C.I.M. 

The Congo Inland Mission owns no prop- 
erty in North America and has at present 
only small annuity holdings and less than 
$1,000 worth of office equipment and furni- 
ture. The secretary-treasurer is the only paid 
official of the mission board in North Amer- 
ica. The home office is simply a forwarding 
agency of the needed funds and personnel 
to the foreign field. 

These policies keep home operating ex- 
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penses at an absolute minimum. This means 
that the greatest possible part of each con- 
tributed dollar goes directly into the work 
on the field. 


It Home Administration 
The board members of the Congo Inland 
Mission are elected by the respective co- 
operating conferences. The board meets 
regularly semi-annually. An executive com- 
mittee of the board meets quarterly and may 
call special meetings of the full board if 
necessary. The board has the power to su- 
pervise the expenditure of the monies re- 
ceived and to supervise the activities of the 
various mission stations. At its annual meet- 
ing it reviews the complete reports of fi- 
nances and activities of the mission and ap- 
proves a budget representing the needs for 
the succeeding year. It examines and ap- 

points new missionary candidates. 


IV. Field Administration 

There is an annual missionary conference 
at which all missionaries on the field meet 
for inspiration, fellowship, counseling and 
planning. Reports and statistics of the pre- 
ceding year are reviewed. All efforts of 
the various departments are directed toward 
evangelization and the establishing of a 


Christian Church in Congo. Plans and pro- 
posed pudgets for the following year are 
prepared for forwarding to the home board. 
Recommendations are made for furloughs, 
personnel changes, and needs for new mis- 
sionaries. 

The Field Committee is composed of the 
officers of the missionary conference and 
representatives of each station and depart- 
ment. Its invested authority is equal to that 
of the missionary conference. It deals with 
problems and makes decisions which cannot 
wait for the annual meeting of the full 
missionary body. The function of the Mis- 
sionary Conference and the Field Committee 
is essentially legislative. 

The Administrative (Executive) Committee 
is composed of the officers of the missionary 
conference. Its duties include carrying out 
the decisions of the missionary conference 
or field committee, preparing the program 
and agenda for annual conference, to prepare 
the proposed budget to present to the mis- 
sionary conference, to deal with personnel 
problems, and to serve as an official medium 
for correspondence to and from the Home 
Board. The function of the Administrative 
is essentially executive implementation and 
administration. 


Ill. Where We Are Going 


By the grace of God, we are moving ahead. 
God has a definite plan and purpose in his- 
tory for the Congo Inland Mission. We 
shall maintain only such home organization 
as is necessary for channeling funds and 
personnel to the field. We shall continue 
steadfast in our sole purpose of calling out 
and aiding Africans to build their church. 


God has graciously blessed us. We have a 
record over which we may rejoice and of 
which we can rightly be proud. Yet we must 
continually strive for improvement. There is 
yet much to be done. May the home board, 
the missionaries, and the faithful support- 
ing constituency join hands in ccmmon pur- 
pose for an even better record during 1956. 
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CITATIONS FOR FAITHFUL SERVICE 


to Members of our C. 1. M. Family 


At the last semi-annual meeting of the board, special citations were 
awarded to the following Congo Inland Mission personnel: 


Rev. Allen Yoder 


Rev. Allen Yoder has retired from active 
service on the Congo Inland Mission Board 
and Mr. Maurice Stahly, a layman of the 
Central Conference in the North Danvers 
congregation, has been chosen by his con- 
ference to replace him. 

Rev. Yoder served continuously on the 
Board representing the Central Conference 
since 1926, faithfully attending the meetings 
of the Board and serving many years on the 
Executive Committee, and always studied 
sympathetically and in an understanding way 
the problems of the missionaries and their 
work. In appreciation for his faithful and 
devoted service his colleagues on the Board 
awarded him a certificate of recognition with 
the following citation at the semi-annual 
meeting last October: 


“In recognition of personal interest and 
activity in mission work for half.a century 
with continuous service on the Congo In- 
land Mission Board from 1926 to the present, 
providing an example of Christian steward- 
ship in consecrated financial support to the 
spreading of the Gospel, serving as Vice- 


President for many years and fully sharing : 


in the responsibilities of the Board for. guid- 
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ing and supervising the growing work com- 
mitted to the Congo Inland Mission and ever 
exhibiting the inspiring presence of his Mas- 
ter.” 

Brother Yoder and his family have been 
faithful supporters of mission work in Africa 
for over half a century. They were enthusi- 
astic supporters of the Central Conference in 
sending L. B. Haighs and others to East Af- 
rica before C.I.M. was organized. In 1903, 
Brother Yoder noticed en appeal from the 
Africa Inland Mission in the Christian Her- 
ald for regular supporters for native African 
evangelists. He says, “Mother and I discussed 
it with the children one morning and decided 
to assume the responsibility for one evan- 
gelist. We sent our contribution to the A.I.M. 
monthly and have been giving regular fi- 
nancial support to the cause of missions ever 
since.” 

Brother Yoder was called to the ministry 
in the Central Conference of Mennonites in 
1913 and was organized to serve the Silver 
Street congregation east of Goshen in which 
capacity he served faithfully as pastor, coun- 
sellor and friend until 1935, when his son 
Harry, was ordained and assumed responsibi- 
lity as pastor. Over the years C.I.M. has look- 
ed to Silver Street church for financial sup- 
port and many buildings and projects have 
been provided by her members under the 
leadership and inspiration of Brother Yoder. 

Brother Yoder, at 83 years of age, is still in 
good health, drives his own car and helps his 
sons with the management of their farms. 


Miss Kornelia Unrau 
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Miss Unrau was one of the earliest repre- 
sentatives of the Evangelical Mennonite 
Brethren to go to the Congo. Atfer complet- 
ing her studies at Moody Bible Institute and 
Mennonite Hospital, Bloomington, TIllinois, 
she was commissioned and sent to the field 
in 1926. She left for her final term of service 
in November, 1955, and is presently start- 


ing a maternity work at our new station of 
Kandale. Her citation reads as follows: 


In recognition of her service to the Cause 
of Christ in the Congo, where she has labor- 
ed for four terms, from 1926 to the present, 
and now returns for a fifth term, glorifying 
God and witnessing to the salvation that is 
in Christ through nursing skill and Christian 
love in dispensary, maternity, and orphanage 
work.” 


Miss Erma Birky 





Mi:s Birky is a member of the Central 
Conference of Mennonites. After completing 
her training at Moody Bible Institute and 
taking special courses in nursesaide work she 
was commissioned and sent to the field in 
1923. Since then she has served at Charles- 
ville, Nyanga, Kalamba, Mukedi and Ka- 
mayala stations. The citation awarded her 
reads as follows: 


“In recognition of thirty-two years of con- 
tinuous service for the Cause of Christ in 
the Congo, during which time she has wit- 
nessed for her Lord with consecrated zeal 
and devotion in medical work at Mukedi, in 
work with girls or whatever phase of mission 
activity called for her help, encouraging, 
counselling and inspiring by precept and ex- 
ample both missionaries and Africans”. 





THE WORD OF GOD 


in the 


The Bampende tribe, ministered to by our 
Nyanga, Mukedi and Kandale stations, are 
yet without the complete Bible in cheir na- 
tive tongue: Miss Agnes Sprunger faithfully 
devoted herself to this task of translation 
during her 37 years of service under the 
Congo Inland Mission. As a result of her 
efforts the first edition of the New Testa- 
ment in the Apende language was published 
in 1935. She completed the translated man- 
uscript of the Old Testament before her re- 
tirement from the field in 1953. 

The Congo educational level has made 
great strides in the last 15 years. There has 
been a greater change in Congo in the last 
10 years than during the last 100 years in 
western civilization. Africans now - fluent 
in western tongues ‘as well as their own, 
require that translation be a technical skill 
rather than simply a communication of ideas. 
Thus the translation of the Holy Scriptures 
must be done painstakingly, slowly, lest it 
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Apende Tongue 


be subject to the criticism of its own people 
and fall short in the most accurate possible 
communication of God’s truth. 


Upon the recommendation of Dr. Eugene 
Nida of the American Bible Society, Rev. 
James Bertsche of Mukedi station has been 
appointed to make a complete and final revi- 
sion of the Apende scriptures. Revised 
manuscripts will be submitted to the Society 
for the printing of the complete Bible in the 
Apende tongue. 


Rev. Bertsche, who had special training in 
linguistics and writing at Northern Baptist 
Seminary and Kennedy School of Missions, 
is our missionary who is best qualified to 
carry on the highly commendable work done 
by Miss Sprunger. Do pray that Rev. 
‘Bertsche with scholars from our Apende 
speaking stations will be capable of handling 
this monumental task in a way most honor- 
ing to our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Many of our readers were es- 
pecially interested when three 
years ago Central Bible School 
was established at Tshikapa sta- 
tion for the training of African 
Church leaders. The first class 
has just completed its studies. 
Here is the heartening report of 


GRADUATION EXERCISES AT INSTITUT BIBLIQUE 


By Mrs. Waldo Harder 


October 25-27 marked a special event in. 
C.I.M. It was then that the first class was 
graduated from Institut Biblique, and sent 
out into the service of the Lord. Eight men 
completed their three years’ study. 


Graduation exercises were a grand and 
happy occasion. Activities began with a 
banquet which was held in the Harder home. 
The theme of the evening was, “Diligent in 
Service.” For the Wednesday and Thursday 
services a goodly number of friends were 
present, both missionaries and native church 
leaders, representing seven of the eight 
C.I.M. stations. We feel it was a fine ex- 
pression of interest and expectation from our 
mission constituency in the work of Institut 
Biblique. 

The Class Program was presented by the 
graduates and their wives on Wednesday 
afternoon, centering around the class motto, 
“Witnesses for Jesus.” Then on Thursday 
morning the graduation exercises took place. 
The procession was led by the faculty, the 
organ playing, “Onward, Christian Soldiers.” 
Following prayer the local choir sang, “We 
are Ambassadors of Christ,” and the gradu- 
ating class and their wives each sang a spe- 
cial number. 

The commencement address was delivered 
by Rev. Glenn Rocke of ‘Charlesville on the 
subject, “I have ... ordained you that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit.” (John 15: 
16.) This was followed by a duet by Rev. 
and Mrs. James Bertsche, “Stepping in the 
Light.” é 
The class was then presented to the Board 
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of Directors and as Rev. Archie Graber read 
the names of each man and wife they came 
forward to receive their diploma and cer- 
tificate. Following many hearty congratula- 
tions and a round of picture-taking, all were 
ushered into a classroom of the Bible Insti- 
tute building for a fellowship meal. The 
lateness of the hour accentuated appetites 
and all enjoyed the opportunity for blacks 
and whites to meet together in oneness in 
this way. 

Nearly all the men have been placed in 
responsible positions in the mission. Several 
have received calls to hold evangelistic meet- 
ings at neighboring stations. Two are teach- 
ing in the Ecoles Evangeliques (station Bible 
Schools), one of whom is translating ma- 
terials into his tribal language. One is in 
charge of an outstation regional center, and 
was reported teaching 77 baptismal candi- 
dates. Another is back at his station travel- 
ing through the outstations holding D.V.B.S. 
and evangelistic meetings at present, while 
another is pastor of the largely indigenous 


Tshikapa city church. Another is pastor 


near Tshikapa station. 

‘We thank you for your prayers and con- 
tinue to ask for prayer in their behalf as 
Satan will, no doubt, attack them to dull 
the keen edge of their testimony for Christ. 

Pray that they may be alert to every op- 
portunity to witness, that they may be strong 
to stand for the right whatever the cost, 
that they may be kept humble and pliable 
in the hands of the Master Potter, and be 
faithful to “Him who called us and washed 


‘us from our sins in His own. blood.” 
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To The Field 
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Veterans... 


Harold and Gladys 
Graber, Stanley, Caro- 
lyn, Bradley and Emily. 

Home Church: Gener- 
al Conference Mennon- 
ite, Pretty Prairie, Kans. 

Itinerated widely in 
General Conference 
churches during nine- 
month furlough. 

Second term, Charles- 
ville station. 

Work: Evangelistic 
and Bible School. 

Sailed May 11. Will 
study French in Brus- 
sels until October and 
then proceed to Congo. 

(Cont. on page 5) 
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I am entering a village with my bike. A 
group of children greet me as I arrive. The 
crowd grows as they follow me as I go 
from hut to hut inviting the adults to the 
meeting. The children need no invitation, 
they come of their own accord. They are 
always the first ones there. All the adults 
we talked to said “Yes, we’re coming,” but 
many of them never showed up et the 
meeting. Others come but do not listen. 
Few there are who hear the Word and re- 
ceive it. But I see a nice group of children 
at the meeting; they love to sing and they 
listen attentively to the Word and nearly al- 
ways there are those who accept. It is time to 
go home; the children see me pick up my 
bike; they follow me; they manage to keep 
up with me and push me up the hills, finally 
they grow weary and return home. Were 
I to go 2gain tomorrow they would all be 
there again to meet me and they would all 
come to the meeting again. 


Not many years back a little fellow came 
to one of those meetings in the viliage. He 
heard the word and received it. Todav he is 
a promising student in second year Bible 
School. He has taught m?ny D.V.B.S’s and 
has been instrumental in leading a number 
of children to Christ. 


One day when we had one of these meect- 
ings, a student dealt with an elderly man. 
This man was unwilling to pay the price to 
become a Christian. He said, “I’ve lived 
this way all my life and now I am too old 
to change”’—but he pointed to a child in 
his arms, “teach him, he will accept.” 
We do not agree with this man’s argument 
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Cings Chala 


Child Evangelism 


by Agnes Lutke 


concerning his own soul’s salvation. We know 
if he would give himself to Christ, He would 
change his life completely—but listen to 
the great challenge from the lips of this 
illiterate man—‘“teach my child, he will 
accept.” 


Every Sunday morning children come from 
meny surrounding villages to chilren’s chapel 
on the Mission. We have three such chapels 
with an average attendance of 300 or more 
children. Three of the fellows who are 
teaching these children today, only a few 
years back were one of the crowd who came 
every Sundzy to hear the Bible Stories. They 
gave their hearts to the Lord when they 
were very young. Today they @re in Bible 
School training in order to serve Him better. 


An African who has been our head school 
teacher for years because of his special gift 
for teaching little ones was given the be- 
ginner’s class in school. I heard him give 
the following testimony in church one Sun- 
day. He said, “I have a great burden to see 
each of these little children eccept Christ 
befiore they pass on to the next grade.” He 
added, “I have learned through my years of 
experience that the greater percentage of our 
students accept Christ when they are in 
the first grades and if they have made no 
decision before they reach forth and fifth 
grades, they seldom do.” What a challenge 
to iChild Evangelism! 


Our Assistant Pastor made this statement 
the past week—“The fyture of our Congo 
church depends on what we do with the 
children today.” 
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A Children’s Sunday School Class 


By Annie Falk 


It is Sunday morning after the worship 
service. As you watch the congregation 
coming out of church you will notice them 
divide into groups, each group going to a 
classroom for their Sunday School class. 

Let us follow the youngest group this 
morning. They are the children ranging 
from about two to ten years of age. You 
will notice that they do not go to a class- 
room, but follow the road to a shady spot 
near a missionary home. There is a group 
of little boys scampering down the road. 
Then there may be a few little girls holding 
hands as they scurry off to class. Other 
girls are carrying their baby brothers or 
sisters on their hips. As they arrive at their 
meeting place, some quickly find a small 
board or a stone to sit on; others sit down 
on the grass. Several little girls run to the 
veranda to get the flannel-graph board or 
other equipment that is needed for the class. 

Would you like to meet some of the chil- 
dren? Here is Aseleme. She is a small girl 
but is in the second grade in school. Her 
younger sister is in class too. Philemon and 
Fabien are two brothers who look so much 
alike that it is hard to tell one from the 
other. Charlotte, like some little girls I have 
seen in America, like to giggle. Sometimes 
she brings her baby sister with her. 
Margrieta has lost some of her front teeth, 





but she has a bright smile. Her little brother 
Ernie finds it hard to sit still and sometitnes 
wanders around. Ndungo is a girl with a 
sunny smile. She has to follow a narrow 
path through the valley to get back to her 
village home. There are often visitors in 
the Sunday School. They are little boys 
and girls from villages, who have walked to 
the mission for Sunday morning instead of 
attending the service in their village, or else 
have come from far away to bring a letter 
to the mission. They are very attentive and 
try to participate in the singing even though 
they do not know the songs. 

The Sunday School starts with a period of 
singing. The youngsters enjoy singing “Jesus 
loves the little children” and “When He 
cometh, to take up his jewels.” Usually one 
of the children leads in prayer. Then the 
lesson follows. The children appreciate pic- 
tures and like the flannel-graph lessons il- 
lustrating stories of Jesus. After the lesson, 
which reminds us again of what Jesus has 
done for us, they may join heartily in sing- 
ing the chorus “I have the Joy down in my 
heart” or “I have decided to follow Jesus.” 
As we gather to teach the wonderful Bible 
stories to those boys and girls Sunday after 
Sunday, it is our prayer that each one of 
them will decide to follow Jesus and be a 
beacon of light for Him. 





To The 


(Continued from page 3) 
New Recruits... 


Elmer Vernon Regier 
Home Community: Mountain Lake, Minn. 

Church: Ordained minister and member of 
E.M.B. conference. 

A.B. Taylor University. 

Th. B. Grace Bible Institute. 

Student, Goshen College Biblical Seminary. 

Pastor, Methodist Church, Brethren, Mich. 

Teaching experience in elementary and 
secondary education. 

Home Missionary service with Mennonite 
Central Committee. 

Testimony: 
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Field 


“At a very young age I became aware of 
my lost condition and was saved. At the age 
of thirteen I yielded my life to Christ for 
service. Beginning with teaching by my par- 
ents and continuing in Bible school, college 
and seminary I have been shown the respon- 
sibility of Christigns to make known the 
Gospel of Christ, to be a friend to all and 
to manifest the grace of brotherly kindness. 
A precious promise to me is I Cor. 15:58. 
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, for as much as ye 
know that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord!” (Continued on page 10) 


5 





The morning of Sunday, the 19th of Feb- 
ruary, brought one of the most inspiring 
services I have attended in Congo. But for 
you to feel something of the thrill I fet I 
must go back to the beginning. 

Albout two years ago Grabers and we dedi- 
cated our daughters to the Lord. At that 
time it was made known that any who de- 
sired to have their children dedicated would 
be welcome to join us. There was some dis- 
cussion among the African Christians that 
they didn’t like the word used, ‘kujidila” 
which means to consecrate but is used in 
native religion for “taboo.” They couldn’t 
propose a better word, although we sug- 
gested the word “kufila” which means to 
deliver, or to bring their children to the 
Lord. However, none brought their children. 


The feeling that the Congolese, even the 
Christians were reluctant to go all the way 
in dedicating their children to the Lord has 
been with me since then, and has bothered 
me, for I feel that the lack of a feeling of 
responsibility for the spiritual nurture of 
their children has been a hindrance in the 
work of the church here at Charlesville. 
The supreme desire of every (Congolese is 
to bear children, but after they are born 
they are often neglected, both physically and 
spiritually. The burden of winning them for 
Christ is too often assumed to be the bur- 
den of the school or church. Just to illus- 
trate—One of our fine young men wanted 
to leave the work of the mission because then 
he could put away his wife, who he claimed 
was a “muena diyoyo” (noisy person). He 
has two small children, and I asked what 
would become of them. “Oh,” he said, “I did 


6 


_ Suffer the Little Children to 


Come 


By Dr. Elvina Martens 


Rudolph and Elvina Martens and daughter Elizabeth 


not have Christian parents, and I became a 
Christian, my children will become Chris- 
tians through the school and the church.” 
(’'m happy to say that he did not leave the 
work of the mission, or his wife). 

Last year we had a terrible epidemic of 
dysentery, which took the lives of many 
children. One afternoon when I went to 
the dispensary I was greeted by a mob of 
chanting women, wearing palm leaves in 
their hair and brandishing, like clubs, the 
long sticks with which they stir their manioc 
mush. Asking what the commotion was 
about I received the reply that they had 
heard that a sorcerer from across the river 
had poured all of our medicines in the Kasai 
River, and filled our bottles with water, and 
that was why all their children were dying. 
They had come to tthe dispensary to pray 
that God would kill this sorcerer. My heart 
ached for them because I realized that this 
was their way of trying to help their chil- 
dren, and I wondered, “Where has all our 
teaching fallen?” 

There was no way of speaking with this 
frenzied mob, and anyway, words failed me 
at the time, but I was glad that I was asked 
to speak in church the following Sunday 
to explain as well as I could, how this 
epidemic had gotten started, and how It 
could be stopped. I emphasized three points: 


1. That the disease did not come from a 
sorcerer, but from their own ignorance of 
hygiene. We have tried to teach them the 
elements of cleanliness, but it is so hard to 
leave the old ways, 

2. That God is more powerful than any 
sorcery or disease, and that He hears the 
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prayers of this people. I remarked on how 
many in the crowd I saw at the dispensary, 
and how few came to prayer meetings to 
bring the health of their children before 
the Lord. 


3. I told them that I felt the Lord had 
allowed this disease to come upon their chil- 
dren because they had neglected to bring 
their children to Him and ask Him to bless 
them. I suggested that we have a service 
of consecration on New Year’s Day. The 
idea of having the service on New Year’s 
did not work out, but afterwards we felt 
that it was definitely the Lord’s leading that 
it should take place on the Sunday that 
our visitors from America were with us. 

There were ten couples, dedicating a total 
of fifteen children. One couple dedicated 
all of their children. Another couple dedi- 
cated their new born twins. The father testi- 
fied that he had been esked by the village 
people to follow the heathen rites connected 
with the birth of twins, but he had refused, 
saying that he had never followed heathen 
customs for his children, and he wasn’t go- 
ing to now. The service was conducted by 
our Pastor, Kazadi Matthew, who gave some 
good counsel to the parents on training their 
children in the way they should go. Then 
he laid his hands on, and prayed for each 
one of the children. One of our missionary 


couples, the Rockes, was among the group, 
as they dedicated their Keith to the Lord. 
This was the first dedication of Congolese 
infants at Charlesville since we arrived, over 
We pray that it will not 


three years ago. 
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be the last before we go on furlough. May 
the Lord bless these little ones and them 
parents. 

I do not want to minimize the rest of the 
service, or the inspiring message brought 
by Rev. Thiessen. Perhaps someone else 
will write more about the visit of Rev. 
Thiessen, Mr. Driver, and Mr. Loewen. I 
wanted to share this experience, because it 
vaas the answer to a longfelt personal desire 
and prayer. It is such experiences that make 
missionary life worthwhile. 


Missionaries on Furlough 


Levi and Eudene Keidel, Paul, Priscilla, 
Perry, and Ruth. Central Conference, Con- 
gerville, Flanagan, Ill. Furlough address: 
Route 1, Carlock, Ill. Expect to return to 
Congo in early fall. 

Peter and Gladys Buller, James and Jean- 
nette. Arrived April for first furlough. Home 
address: Mountain Lake, Minnesota. 

Lois Slagle, R.N. Arrived April for second 
furlough. Home address: Pioneer, Ohio. 

Lena Friesen, R.N. Expected to arrive in 
states for first furlough about August 1. 
Home address: Jansen, Nebraska. 

Arthur and Martini Janz, Larry, Mark and 
Joann. Arrival about August 1 for first fur- 
lough. Home address: Steinbach, Manitoba, 
Canada. 

Waldo and Abbie Harder, Carolyn, David, 
Priscilla, Paul and Timothy. Arrival about 
August 1 for first furlough. Home address: 
Newton, Kansas. 


Recently Accepted Candidates 


At the recent annual board meeting the 
following were accepted as prospective mis- 
sionary candidates: 

Wilbert Neuenschwander, Berne, Indiana, 
1-W candidate for two years. 1956, E.M.C. 

Stanley Tobias, Upland, Indiana, Volun- 
tary Service candidate for two years, 1956, 
Methodist. 

Charles and Geraldine Sprunger, students 
at Mennonite Biblical Seminary, possible ap- 
pointment for 1957. 

Richard and Glady Steiner, student at 
Biblical Seminary in New York. Possible ap- 
pointment for 1957. 

Sue Schmidt, Abbotsford, British Colum- 
bia. At C.I.M. office during 1956. Probable 
studies in Belgium for summer of 1957. 


IT’S A BOY 
Little Marvin Richard Falk came on April 
26 to be the brother of Leola and the pride 
and joy of parents Peter and Annie Falk of 
our Kandale station. 


Why I Like to Work With Children 


By Kwambha Charles 


About the author: Kwambha Charles has 
long been a faithful Bible teacher and chil- 


dren’s worker on our Charlesville station. - 


He is also in charge of the administration 
of the annual D.V.B.S. program. His quiet 
consistent testimony is a blessing to all 
who krow him. . 


I’m happy to teach children because I was 
once also a child. 

In 1934 I learned the value of children’s 
work from Muambi Pungu (Rev. R. F. 
Schnell). First he started with us boys to 
teach us how they have services for children 
in America, thus he taught us children in 
Congo. When I knew how to teach other 
children, after Mr. Schnell had taught us, 
he gave us Mamu Netumone (Mrs. Roy 
Yoder) to work together with her. We 
strengthened the meetings very much. We 
started to make the services for the children 
like the adult services. We had a choir of 
boys and girls. Today some of the boys and 
girls that I taught are already married, and 
others are leaders of children’s work. 


Many times when I teach children I think 
of a man with a page of a white book in his 
hand. When one has a clean page he hopes 
to write good things, for these things are to 
stay and are to be read by others. Thus 
as a teacher of children I know my children 
are before me, and are in my hands like a 
p2ge in the hands of the writer. Thus I 
hope to teach children things that can 
strengthen them in their childhood, and 
things that shall stay with them forever until 
their old age. 


Children have a lot more time than the 
older people. Children are great lovers of 
choruses. When I have an instrument and a 
song book and begin to play before I call 
the children, they themselves come quicker 
than older people. In my hands I have the 
Bible, the songbook, the harmonica and pic- 
tures. Children like to see pictures. When 
I’m in the service with the children I start 
by teaching them choruses and Bible verses, 
and afterwards I show them the pictures. 
After the service I gave each child a small 
picture. When they are scattered or ere at 
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home, I hear a child sing the chorus or re- 
peat the verse we learned. Give the child 
a picture of Jesus and His disciples and ask 
him to show you Jesus in the picture, and 
he will always point to Jesus and not to 
one of the disciples. 

The children are not bashful nor afraid. 
If I ask a child to stand up to say the Bible 
verse or sing a chorus, he is happy. After 
years you ‘see children know the Bible almost 
better than the older people. The children 
that are here on our station know the stor- 
ies of the Bible very well. 


What can we do for the children in the 
villages near the distant boundaries of our 
territory? In the last years after the Lord 
showed us what to do we went with the 
Bible School students, leaders, and mission- 
aries to the outlying villages. Each leader 
with a few students goes to his assigned 
village to conduct services for the children. 
We e2lso had services for the adults. At times 
we stay in a village for a week. Later when 
we return to these villages we hear the chil- 
dren sing the choruses we taught and the 
Bible verses they learned. 


The builder of a house must do what work 
first? When we want a house to.be strong 
and good, from the beginning our work is 
to put strong and endurable things under the 
house, so that the wind and storms cannot 
destroy it. But how does this house remain 
forever? First we believe to use things that 
strengthen this house, and it is also the same 
when we want good children to teach them 
first in their childhood. Proverbs 1:7 “The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowl- 
edge.” 

Remember as a teacher of children, your 
children that you teach are before you as a 
white page that no man has yet written 
on. God wants you to write on this page 
good things that can help other people that 
want to read. We, as teachers of children, 
must teach children things that can help in 
their childhood until their old age. The 
Lord remain with you, 


I am your friend, 
IL. Kwambha Charles 
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How We Conduct A... 


VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 


By Falanga Eli 


About the author: Falanga Eli has for 
many years been a capable church leader 
on our Mukedi station. Since his recent 
graduation from the Tshikapa Bible Insti- 
tute he has assumed a key position in the 
station Bible school at Mukedi. 


Several weeks before we go out into the 
villages we spend much time in preparing 
for these classes. The missionary teaches 
us the Bible lessons to be taught and some 
of us do practice teaching before we go. 
We also make some suitable object lessons 
to go with our Bible lessons. During choir 
practice we learn songs and choruses which 
we are to teach the children. We have 
special prayer for these meetings. 

A few days before we leave villages are 
being assigned to us. We are being assigned 
two to each village. One of us will teach 
the Bible lesson each day and the other 
will lead the singing and teach the scripture 
memory verse and also check on the at- 
tendance. 

The day for departure has arrived. We 
each get a sack made of raffia cloth lined 
with plastic to protect our materials from 
the rain. We each take a flannel book with 
board, a set of Bible lessons and instruc- 
tions, a notebook with our program for 
each day, another notebook to enroll the 
children and to keep record of their at- 
tendance each day as well as the names 
of those who accept Christ. We also keep 
record of how many people we have at 
each meeting. We do not want to forget 
a box of pictures to be given for prizes. 
Now we all pile in the panel truck and 
off we go. 

When we arrive at our village we are 
first of all given a place to stay. The peo- 
ple of the village come to enquire why we 


_ have come and we tell them about the meet- 


ings. Some are happy we came and others 
are not. 

We begin our classes at 7 a.m. We sing 
songs the children know—‘In The Sweet 
By And By” and “When the Roll Is Called 
Up Yonder.” Our memory verse is John 
14:2. The Bible lesson on the yellow page 


APRIL-JUNE, 1956 


of our flannelgraph book is on heaven. 
After the lesson we teach them the song 
“There Is a Happy Land.” 

If there is a village within walking dis- 
tance we have the same type of class in 
another village in the afternoon. The chil- 
dren enjoy the Bible lesson and the next 
day many more come and even some moth- 
ers and fathers come. 


The second day we open with singing 
again and prayer. We review the new song 
and the memory verse of the day before. 
The memory verse today is Romans 3:23. 
Review questions of yesterday’s lesson 
show the children remembered well be- 
cause they heard the lesson and saw with 
their eyes well. Today’s lesson is on the 
black page—“The fall of man.” After the 
lesson we teach them the song “Be Care- 
ful Little Eyes What You See.” They like 
this motion song very much. Each day we 
call the roll. The third day our lesson is 
on the red page and we teach them and 
show them pictures on the birth 
of Christ and His death on the cross. 
Our memory verse is I John 1:7. They 
learn a new chorus—‘God Has Blotted 
Them Out.” We also sing songs they know 
such as “Nothing But the Blood of Jesus,” 
and “There is Power in the Blood.” 


The fourth day we turn to the white 
page. We sing “Hallelujah He Is Risen” 
and “Christ Arose.” Our lesson is on the 
resurrection of Christ. The memory verse 
is Psalm 51:7. After this is an object lesson 
of three hearts—black, red and white. In 
closing we sing “Into My Heart” and we 
give an invitation. There are always a 
good number of children who want to give 
their hearts to Jesus. They remain after 
the meeting and we deal with them indivi- 
dually and pray with them. 


The fifth day we use the green page and 
teach the lesson on Timothy. We tell 
them that Timothy was a good boy because 
he accepted Christ when he was just a child 
and he continued to learn and grow in 
faith and then one day Paul asked him to 

(Continued on page 11) 











Gloria, Darrel, Elmer Regier 


(Continued from page 5) 
Gloria Bridson Regier 


Home Community: Fife Leake, Michigan. 

B. S. Taylor University (elementary educa- 
tion)eant i 

Taught elementary school two years. 

Served with her husband in M.C.C. Volun- 
tary Service and in pastoral work of a rural 
Methodist church. 

Testimony: 

“While attending camp with the “Camp 
Fire Girls” in my high school dzys I met 
with accident and my girl friend drowned 
and I was saved. This caused me to think 
seriously and later the same summer in a 
Bible camp I learned what it meant to be 
saved for eternity. My parents were not 
Christizns but our home was guided by 
Christian principles. I went to Bible Camp 
again and upon hearing mission reports felt 
that the foreign field was the place the Lord 
would have me serve. Since then He has led 
me to a Christian college and into many op- 
portunities of witnessing and service for 
Him and to a husband with the same ideals 
of service. I know God has a work for us to 
Co and claim His promise “I can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth 
me’.” 

Rev. and Mrs. Elmer Regier with their 
child Darrel will go to be teachers at Belle 
Vue school for missionary children at Kajiji 
via Kahemba, District du Kwango, Congo 
Belge, Africa. 
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Dr. James G. Diller 


Dr. and Mrs. James G. Diller 

Jemes Gordan Diller, M.D., 27, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Clarence D. Diller, Bluffton, Ohio, 
will be ordained into the Christian ministry 
on July 1st, 1956 at the Evangelical Men- 
nonite Church in Bluffton. 

Dr. Diller is a graduate of the Pandora, 
Ohio, High School, at Wheaton College he 
took his pre-medical work and graduated 
with en A.B. degree in June of 1951. He 
graduated from the school of Medicine at 
Ohio State University having passed both 
State and National Board examinations. He 
was a charter member of the Christian Med- 
ical Ass’n et Ohio State University. He has 
just completed a ‘year of internship at 
Blodgett Memorial Hospital, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. This summer he and Mrs. Diller 
are attending Wheaton and studying French. 

Mrs.. Diller is the. former, Jean Miailler, 
daughter of Mrs. Ed. Miller of Madison, Wis- 
consin. Dr. and Mrs. Diller have two daugh- 
ters, Collette Adele, 22 years and Janelle 
Marie, 11 months. Mrs. Diller graduated with 
honors at Taylor University, Upland, Indiana, 
and taught elementary school at Upper Ar- 
lington near Columbus, Ohio. 

Dr. Diller and family are scheduled to sail 
from New York on October 1st for Ant- 
werp, Belgium where he will study Tropical 
Diseases, French Customs and French His- 
tory for one year prior to serve as a Medical 
Missionary under the Congo Inland Mission 
Board in the Belgian Congo. 
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Dr. Diller’s sister, Marie, and her husband 
Rev. Loyd R. Brown will be returning in July, 
1957 for their first furlough having served 
in the Educational, Manual Arts and Elec- 
trical Communication Departments of the 
Congo Inland Mission at Mutena station 
since 1953. 


Hulda Banman, R.N. 


Member First Men- 
nonite Church, New- 
ton, Kans. 

Student Bethel 
College. 

Graduate Grace 
Bible Institute 

R. N. Bethel dea- 
coness hospital. 
Teacher Kansas rural schools. 





Missionary to migrant workers in Arizona. 


Residence in Belgium one year for French 
study and study tropical medicines. 


Belgium address: 29 rue de Chatelaine, 
Brussels, Belgium. 


Testimony: 


“Looking ahead I see a new day of oppor- 
tunity to show Christ to many who know 
Him not. It is a call to toil, sweat and tears; 
but also to victories as promised by Him 
Who through love gave Himself for us. 
“Thanks be to God which giveth us the vic- 
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (I Cor. 
15:57) My desire is to serve the Lord with 
gladness, knowing that I am His workman- 
ship created in Christ Jesus unto good works 
which glorify Him.” 


Sarah Dyck 


Daughter of Men- 
nonite minister, Cal- 
gary, Alberta. 

Diploma Rosthern 
Junior College. 

Graduate Canadi- 
an Mennonite Bible 
College. 

A,B. Bethel -Coi- 
lege, Newton, Kans. 
Wycliffe Summer school of linguistics. 
Sunday School and child evangelism expe- 

rience. 

Testimony: 

“Since I was a child of about ten many in- 
fluences have led me to consider giving my 
life for missionary service. My father being 
a minister there wes much conversation 
about the work of the church. At an early 
age I realized that I had been “bought with 
the precious blood of Christ’ and that He is 
my personal Saviour. He became more pre- 
cicus as years went by and I wanted to serve 
Him more than éenything else in the world. 
My mother died when I was a young girl 
and I had home responsibilities. Later I was 
privileged to attend Bible College and also 
Bethel College. My joy was complete when 
the mission board accepted me and appoint- 
ed me for service in Africa. Now as I leave 
home end loved ones I have security and 
calmness, a buoyant and a singing heart. 
“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that it 
within me.” 

During Miss Dyck’s study of French and 
educational courses in Belgium her address 
will be 29 rue de Chatelaine, Brussels, Bel- 
gium. 








(Continued from page 9) 

go with him into the distant villages to 
preach. We tell the children who gave 
their hearts to Jesus yesterday that now 
they must continue to learn more about 
Jesus and obey His Word and then some 
day God will choose them to go and teach 
others. We teach them the song “Precious 
Bible Book of Love.” 


Sunday is a big day. All the parents 
are invited to come to a program given by 
their children. The children sing, recite 
and teach lessons they learned during the 
week. This gives the parents much joy. 
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At the close of the meeting the children 
who attended each day get a prize. The 
children who knew all their memory verses 
get another prize. This makes the children 
very happy. 

To spend a week in the village with this 
kind of a program helps many people to 
learn to know Christ. It helps to strengthen 
the Lord’s work. We think it well to con- 
tinue to teach the children the Word of 
God because among them will be those who 
will go into all the world to preach the 
Gospel. Therefore remember to pray for 
the children in Congo and that the Lord 
may guide and help those who go to teach 
them. 
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Especially for the Grandmas and 
Grandpas in America here are 


Janet, Ruth, Marilyn 
and Gordon Wiebe 





Junior Schnell, Beverly, David and Dorothy Ediger 


Leola Falk and Shirley S 


Perry, Paul, Ruth and Priscilla Keidel 


James Buller 
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CHILDREN 





Priscilla, twins Timothy 
and Paul Harder, and 
Nancy Graber | 





Linda Bertsche, Daniel Gerber, 





Susie Bertsche, Loren and Yvonne Roth 





Elizabeth Martens 





Evelyn and Karen Ruth Jan 
sen, Hope and Faith Eidse. 





Leland, David, Darrel and Keith 
Rocke with mom and dad. 





Jeannette Buller 
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THE WHERE? WHY? WHAT? AND WHEN? 


of Our Missionary Children’s School 
By Betty Quiring 


Does the time fly? Well, I guess it does 
with about thirty-five children around. Be 
assured that there are never any dull 
moments in this our one grand family. 


WHERE do all these children come from? 
Does C.I.M. have that many children? These 
are they which have had to leave Mama 
and Daddy at their various stations in or- 
der to come to us here at Ecole Belle-Vue. 
(“Pretty View School’). Twelve of this 
number have come from C.I.M. stations. It 
so happens that we are working on a co- 
operative basis with the M. B. Mission as 
far as this school is concerned, for. about 
two years now. Actually, the school was 
begun at Kipungo in February, 1950, being 
transferred to Ecole Belle-Vue the follow- 
ing year. This location is about one-half 
mile from the M. B. Mission at Kajiji and 
the Angola border practically touches it on 
the South. C.I.M. now shares in the ex- 
penses and the furnishing of the staff. 


WHY begin a school such as this and why 
do the children need to leave home? On 
the respective stations there are the native 
Bible Classes, the Girls’ Work, School In- 
spection, Medical Work and what have you, 
to take care of. Does Mother then have 
time to teach her child at home? How 
will the child be adjusted mentally, physi- 
cally, socially and spiritually when he is 
ready to enter school in the States? Often 
the child has no playmate of his own age 
on the Station, or else there is one lone boy 
among a number of girls and visa versa. 


WHAT do the youngsters do while spend- 
ing eight months away from home? On an 
average day, they rise at about 6:30 A. M. 
There is much hustling about the halls. 
Search is made for the broom to sweep the 
room. Beds are being made. Dirty clothes 
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are being put into the hamper. There, it 
is 7:30 and the breakfast bell. “We'll have 
to finish cleening up afterwards.” It’s 
porridge, bread, peanut butter and honey 
this morning. “Now I must hurry and get 
to church to practice my piano lesson.” 
8:30—School bell. Recess and play at 10:30. 
12:00—Dinner is ready with cooked rice, 
gravy, buffalo meat, string beans and sliced 
tomatoes today. At 1:30 rest hour is over 
and school work continues until 4 o’clock, 
when play commences followed by physi- 
cal work. 5:30 means supper-time. (Inci- 
dently, it is Eleanor’s birthday and we are 
to have birthday cake tonight. She didn’t 
have to go to school on _ her birthday. 
either.) The noodle soup is enjoyed by all 
along with bread and peanut butter. Now 
comes the cake! Until 7 P. M. they are 
free, but then we hear the Study Hall bell 
for those who need to get at some school 
work. At 8 o’clock one can anticipate hear- 
ing, “Devotion-time,” and then, off to bed. 

What facilities have we? There is a nice 
two room school house with an exterior of 
stone, an interior of plastered walls and 
cement floors. We have the main building 
which includes the kitchen, dining hall 
with its considerable windows from which 
the pretty view of the valley and trees can 
be seen, girls’ dormitory section of four 
rooms that can lodge sixteen girls, the 
house parents’ quarters and the boys’ dorm 
which can accommodate sixteen. All of 
our buildings have tin roofs. The newest 
addition is the lovely chapel and how it 
adds to the worship services! We do have 
running water that has been piped up 
from the stream below. We are also fortu- 
nate to have electric lights when the plant 
is running in the evening. 

(Continued on next page) 
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WE VISIT OUR CHILDREN’S SCHOOL 
By Abbie Harder 


The time was drawing near to go and 
get the children from Ecole Belle Vue and 
one evening as Tshikapa Missionaries were 
visiting together Waldo said, “Let’s un- 
animously vote to send Abbie along with 
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Dick to get Carolyn 
and David.” This was a new thought! It 
was decided that I should go. How much 
joy there was in just the anticipation of 
seeing, ‘‘Kajiji,’ the place where 12 of our 
C.IL.M. children along with 23 others were 
learning from day to day under the lead- 
ership of Rev. and Mrs. John Ratzlaff, Rev. 
and Mrs. Orville Wiebe, and Miss Betty 
Quiring. 

Elmer had taken and gotten the children 
twice before, but for Esther and myself 
it was the first experience. After two full 
days of travel, we drove up the lane. There 
awaiting our arrival stood LaVerna and 
Doretta Dick and Carolyn and David and 
many of their friends. It was a happy 
moment. How happy the children were to 
show us their rooms and then take us to 
the dining room where a delicious supper 
had been prepared by Mr. and Mrs. Ratz- 
laff, the house parents. Many parents were 
there but my mother heart went out to 
the children whose parents were not priv- 
ileged to come. 

At a glance one could see much work 
had been done in preparation for this happy 
occasion. Carolyn’s hair had been put up 
in pin curls as well as every other girl’s 
for do not they play the part of Mother as 
well as teacher? My heart was_ truly 
touched as I saw each child’s clothes for 
the program laid on his bed. 


WHEN taking a glimpse at the missionary 
child’s life, we see that it is not all roses, 
nor is it all thorns. Many blessings are 
theirs for the things which they have been 
compelled to give up. One girl remarked: 
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The program was given in the beautiful 
new church which has been built during 
the past year. For the prelude 24 of the 
35 children who are taking music lessons 
played short recital pieces of Christmas 
music. When the last child had played and 
gone behind the curtain, the curtains were 
drawn open and 35 voices joined in glad 
praise, “The First Noel.” It was thrilling 
to hear an English program and your own 
children be in it. How happy each one 
was to give his or her part. Each number 
directed our hearts to praise God for the 
wonderful Gift of His Love on that first 
Christmas Day. 

At the close of the program we were in- 
vited to the two-room school house to see 
the displays of art and crafts. Hand in 
hand David, Carolyn and I walked, and 
Mother was not to look too closely at the 
names, for were not some of these very 
things to be Christmas gifts, put under our 
tree in a few days? It was a joyful time 
of fellowship meeting new and old friends, 
or the Mother and Daddy of Nancy or Kar- 
en, etc. 

After I had kissed Carolyn and David 
good-nite and at last put my head down 
to rest my prayer was, “Thank you Lord 
for Ecole Belle Vue where our children 
may attend.” Here I find a solution to the 
conflict which I encountered in teaching 
my own children, when alternately mission 
duties and the child’s education suffered 
from lack of time. A sweet peace was in 
my soul as I thanked God for those who 
had dedicated themselves to the task of 
training missionary children. 


“Well, I do get lonesome for Mommy and 
Daddy, but I guess I’m not the only one.” 
A number of the children have intentions 
of returning to Congo as missionaries them- 
selves. Is that an incentive? 
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OUR CHILDREN 


WRITE... 


April 13, 1956 
Dear Friends, 

Today, just after school, we worked be- 
hind the girls’ dorm for about three-fourths 
of an hour. First we got several loads of 
grass and then Mr. Wiebe made holes for us 
to put the grass in. Fingernails surely get 
dirty that way. 

They have divided us into groups,—about 
four to a group. One bunch does the school- 
house. There we sweep under the desks and 
work outside around the flowers in front. 
Behind the boys’ dorm there are two groups. 
They hoe around flowers, make paths 
straight and so on. There is a group that 
works at church. Here weeds are picked, 
flowers are planted, paths are made straight 
and the church gets swept on Saturday. Oth- 
ers work in the garden making beds to 
plant things. 

In the dormitory there are four to a room. 
We all like to move the beds and dressers 
around. If one person does, we all do it, it 
seems. 

On Monday, Wednesday and Saturday we 
go swimming, if it doesn’t rain. The pool is 
not full yet. 

For Arts and Crafts we have to draw pic- 
tures or paint. For Crafts we make leather 
things or sand our tables. In Art we draw 
snow scenes and dog scenes. For Easter most 
of us drew lilies with a cross. in the back- 
ground. I have drawn a snow scene and a 
picture of lilies. We do most of this in chalk. 

Every Saturday we write letters to our 
parents. Once a week gives us plenty to 
write about. We always like to hear from 
them, too. 
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“Fingernails surely get dirty that way” 


At the end of this term we are going to 
have a piano recital. All those who take 
piano will be in it. The choir may sing, too. 
May God bless you. 


Yours in Christ, 
Carolyn Harder. 


Dear Friends, 


Lawrent and I set some bird traps. We 
have been catching birds of all different 
kinds for some time and keep them in a 
cage; otherwise they always die. Now we de- 
cided to try banding them with tin, punching 
the address of the school and the date on 
it. We were going to wrap it around the 
bird’s leg and then tape it on, but decided 
that the next time it rained, it might come 
off. I guess we will order them from Ameri- 
ca now. 


It is fun to shoot things with my sling 
shot. One day at Conference, I shot three 
birds in one evening when they came in to 
roost. Two of them I got in one shot. A few 
weeks ago, I shot a pretty blue bird and 
kept his skin to take home. 

At home we are close to the Kesai River 
where we go fishing. The land around the 
river is swampy and a very suitable place to 
have traps and snares for bigger animals. 
Our sentry, my brother and [I set lines of 
traps all along the swamps. We caught num- 
erous squirrels, a few pythons, a guinea, ant 
eaters and all sorts of things. I enjoy Afri- 
can life very much. 


Truly yours 
Leland Rocke 
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April 14, 1956 
Dear Friends, 

We are having fun here at school. 
School starts at 8:30. First we have Bible 
class, then Arithmetic and Reading. After 
that, we go out for recess. When we come 
back in, we have English and Spelling. At 
12 we go home for dinner and rest one 
hour. After rest hour we go back to 
school when we have Geography and 
Writing. After our fifteen minute recess, 
we either heve Singing, Art or Crafts. On 
Monday and Thursday we have Singing. 
On Tuesday and on Friday we have Art 
Classes. We can make tables, key cases, 
billfolds, bookends, letterholders and purs- 
es. I have made a purse, a table, a bill- 
fold, and a keycase. It is fun to make 
things for our parents. 

We eat our meals in the dining room. 
All of the children eat in there. Our 
breakfasts, dinners and suppers are good. 
In the evening when we are eating our 
dessert, some children have to have pun- 
ishments. They have to stand on their tip- 
toes and sing songs or they may have to 
stand flat foot and sing some songs or 
say some Bible verses for the people who 
don’t have to do the punishments. Anoth- 
er one they have to do is to stand on tip- 
toes and hold their desert out in front of 
them. Some of the children have spilled 
their dessert because they can’t stand on 
tiptoes very well. 

At the dormitory, we rest half on hour 
on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri- 
day. On the other days we have a whole 
hour of rest hour. During rest hour we 
either play games or do our home work. 
We have a lot of fun during rest hour. 

Yours in Christ, 
Judy Schwartz. 


“Now I lay me down to sleep” 
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Miss Quiring on lower right. 


A TEACHER’S PRAYER 
By Katherine Atherton Grimes 


Some tone to mark the wrong and right, 
Father in Heaven, let me look 
One moment from my desk to Thee 
Before I take the lessorn-book 
And face the new day’s mystery. 
I know the lore that I must teach, 
Letter and number, lake and star, 
And yet I falter, for in each 
So many greater lessons are. 
My dullard boy, my wayward girl, 
They stumble in the dark; 
God, give me power to reach the soul 
And kindle there some vital spark; 
Help me to make a broader faith 
The note of each day’s smaller task, 
To teach &y heart and not by rote 
The splendid truth, is all I ask. 
Let me teach well that liberty 
Is something more than selfish power; 
That simple love and kindliness 
Are, after all, life’s richest dower. 
On each dear child-mind let me trace 
Some tone to mark the wrong and right, 
Weaving with lessons of each day 
The lessons of the Infinite. 


Sent in by Betty Quiring. 
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Children studying at Ecole Belle Vue 


Personal... . 


MESSAGES 


From Mutena Station 


Lena Friesen writes: 


Dear friends, 

Since this is to be especially for the chil- 
dren, Ill tell you a little about the work 
that is done with the African children at 
Mutena. 

This morning I weighed 73 little boys at 
our weekly baby clinic, and tomorrow we'll 
have over 60 girls to weigh. Most of these 
children ;were born here at the maternity 
hospital and jare under 2 years old. Some 
are the children of teachers and workmen 
and others are just village children. As the 
mothers come with them each week one of 
our Christian women gives them the Gos- 
pel message. We trust that as these children 
grow up they will be taught about Jesus by 
their mothers and grow up to be men and 
women who will live for Him. Several of 
the mothers accepted Christ as their Saviour 
here at the maternity, but other still do not 
know the peace and joy which only Christ 
can give. 

This afternoon a grandmother came to us 
with a baby about a week old, whose mother 
had just died. The grandmother will now 
stay in a little house with two other grend- 
mothers with orphan babies. We now have 
7 orphans to care for. Our oldest one is 
over a year old and is walking and getting 
into all kinds of mischief. 

The past month our second year Bible 
school boys were in the outstation villages 
conducting vacztion Bible school among 4 
different tribes. They were in 12 villages 
and so had 12 schools of a week each, and 
reached over a thousand children. We be- 
lieve Jesus is still saying. “Suffer little chil- 
dren to come unto me...” and that sometimes 
it is easier for a child to accept Christ than 
for an older person who has lived in sin 
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for many years and is bound by its fetters. 
Pray with us that as the children have 
memorized Bible verses, that they will ac- 
cept Jesus as their Saviour. 
Sincerely, 
Lena Friesen. 


From the Dicks: 
Dear friends in ‘Christ, 


Greetings with the words of Jehovah to 
Elijah: “What doest thou here, Elijah?” (I 
Kings 19:13). These words have caused me 
much serious thought since preparing our 
next week’s Sunday school lesson. I think 
it would be beneficial for all of us to ponder 
this question personally. What actually am 
O doing here? Am I in the Lord’s will? 

We were all greatly blessed by the pres- 
ence of the brethren Thiessen, Driver and 
Loewen during the first part of this year. 
Having the work reviewed: by outsiders has 
given us a new vision and c2used us to see 
many things which otherwise would have 
remained hidden to us. 

Every weekend has been finding us out 
in some part of our field breaking the bread 
of life to the hungry. We have been able 
to meet all of our various appointments as 
outlined in our church calendar for the year. 
We cannot speak of sweeping revival but 
here and there one by one souls are com- 
ing to the Lord. Only last night an old man 
came to me to tell me that now he was a 
child of God, only very recently having put 
his trust in Him. He had tried medicines 
and taboos of every sort but nothing had 
given him the joy that he was experiencing 
in his newfound Saviour. 

The second year cl2ss in our Ecole Evan- 
gelique (Bible School) was sent out for two 
weeks of D.V.B.S. under the supervision of 
two of their African teachers. They bring 


an enthusiastic report of their experiences. 
Child evangelism classes are being taught 
weekly in a number of the surrounding vil- 
lages by various teams which have been or- 
ganized in the school. 

Miss Slagle left March 23 by plane for 
her home in the States. The week follow- 
ing the George B. Neufelds also boarded a 
plane for Belgium where they will spend 
about three months in study before continu- 
ing on to the States. We wish them Godspeed 
and a blessed and refreshing furlough. We 
trust that many of you will be blessed by 
their ministry during their stay in your 
midst. Biecause of their departure we have 
hed to give serious thought to re-organiza- 
tion of our station staff in order that the 
responsibilities they carried be redistributed 
among us who remain. 

Rev. Archie Graber from our Tshikapa 
station spent about a week with us recently 
to help with the erection of our new six 
rowm primary school which is now in the 
process of being built. 

Bach morning the chapel speakers empha- 
sized some phases of the sufferings of Christ 
during the week preceding Easter. A ‘wor- 
ship service jwas held during the forenoon 
of Good Friday with Kasanda David bring- 
ing an illustrated message which fitted the 
theme of the day. 

Sincerely yours in Him, 
Elmer and Esther Dick. 


From Charlesville Station 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

We are happy for the many friends of our 
African children in the homeland. I want to 
take this opportunity to thank you for the 
money that has been sent from time to time 
for childrens work and for the many prayers 
that have gone up to the Lord in behalf of 


the salvation of these precious little ones. 

Often we cannot see the results of our ef- 
forts in teaching the Word of God, but when. 
we realize the situation and the beckground 
of the Africans and the influence it has upon 
their lives we must go forward and do much 
for our African children. ; 

The last eight months I’ve spent much 
time going out together with the Bible School 
students to conduct services for children. 
My eyes have been especially opened to the 
present influence of the children in their 
homes. 

We have Christian homes in C.I.M. where 
the children have been under Christian in- 
fluence all their life. They have been 
taught to trust in God instead of worshipping 
the evil spirit. When we have prayer meet- 
ings for the children, some of them really 
surprise you. Without a minute of hesita- 
tion they begin to pray aloud, which proves 
that they have learned to pray at home, Al- 
though there are only a few of them they 
are a real testimony to others. We praise the 
Lord for our Christian homes. 

We still have many homes where our chil- 
dren are under the influence of heathenism. 

In March we conducted a Vacation Bible 
School at: Tshimai, a village 70 miles from 
the station. It was a beautiful village with 
many palm trees. The yards were swept 
every morning and it had the appearance of 
a nice clean village. The present evan- 
gelist had been there only about six months 
and the first evangelist stationed there. 
At present there are 19 Christians and with 
their help the evangelist built a beautiful 
new church out of grass and sticks. Last 
December they were given a native teacher. 
who immediately put his heart into the work. 
He has a school of 45 children in the church. 
They saw the need for a classroom, so set 
right at the task and it was almost completed 
when we were there. In September they 
are hoping to have two separate classes for 
the 1st and 2nd grades. Mr. Rocke promised 
them another teacher so they were going 
forward with great enthusiasm. 

The church and school buildings are right 
close to the road and the evangelists house 
close to it. The evangelist’s house was my 
home during the five days of VBS. I had 
Kaseke, the only girl in Bible School as 
my companion. We enjoyed sweet follow- 
ship together. I was touched by her prayers 
when we had our evening devotions together 
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before retiring. The closest neighbors live 
only about 12 yards from the church. Here 
I noticed a few dried sticks in the ground 
with animal skulls on them. In front of the 
next house there was a wooden idol, and a 
little further there were about 6 logs ele- 
vated on sticks. In front of every house, 
except the evangelist’s house, there were 
signs of heathenism. 

During the last days there, around 14 
mothers came to me for spiritual counsel. 
Some confessed to have taken a stand for 
Christ, but then in times of sickness and 
trouble they had gone back to use native 
medicine. They knew it was wrong but 
were not able to stand in time of trouble. 
Others confessed that they had sacrificed a 
chicken and eaten part of it. By eating of 
the sacrifice they sanction the covenant with 
the spirit which to them holds forever. 

I must admit I did not know how to deal 
with some cases 2nd called a Bible School 
student to help. The student came from ex- 
actly such background and perfectly under- 
stood their difficulty and told them how the 
Lord had delivered him and given him vic- 
tory. 

So many of our school children come from 
homes where in time of sickness and trouble 
the parents consult the sorcerer, who gives 
native medicine and asks them to sacrifice 
a chicken or a goat to the spirit. 

What con the Gospel of Jesus Christ do 
for these children? Right now we have 
students graduating from Bible School who 
come from exactly such homes. As chil- 
dren they came to the mission school and 
learned about the Lord Jesus and the way 
of salvation. They gave their hearts to Je- 
sus and now are finishing Bible School ready 
to take the responsibility of an evangelist. 
Their parents are still living in dark hea- 
thenism, but what a difference. Their sons 
are preaching Jesus Christ, the crucified 
one, the Redeemer, who saves us from sin. 

About a month ago a student told us how 
he tried to lead his father to Christ. His fa- 
ther told him that the Gospel was not for 
men of his time, it was only for the young- 
er generation. The student was very bur- 
dened for the salvation of his parents. 

Generally the parents do not object to our 
preaching the Gospel; they gladly welcome 
us into their midst and permit their children 
to come to our services and to our school. 
But parents who have worshipped and 
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prayed to the spirits all their life find it 
very difficult to learn to trust God and in 
simple faith accept s2lvation from Him. 
Further, so many Africans do not know 
the difference between the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and the teaching of the Catholics, 
and as a result many children are sent to the 
Catholic school. Along the way many leave 
the Catholic school and come to us. Thus 
our children have been under the influence 
of heathensm and Catholicism. This makes 
the work very difficult. Will you please 
pray for us as we bring them the Gospel 
and also for the many children that they 
may be brought to the saving knowledge 
of Christ and firmly rooted and grounded in 
Him. Also pray for the African young peo- 
ple that they may be willing to surrender 
their lives to the Master and be a means 
of many of their own people being saved. 
Tina Quiring. 


From Mukedi Station 
Theught-provoking “P’s” 
from Dorothy Schwartz 
Dear Prayer Partners, 

Greetings with John 9:4. The months fly 
past and work get done but we need oc- 
casionally to stop and consider just what 
we are accomplishing in a real lasting way. 
Indeed we know not how long we have 
to work in this land and our aim is a church 
built on the solid foundation of Jesus Christ. 
How about our women? Arewe making prog- 
ress toward our goal of faithful Christian. 
mothers who put Christ first in their lives? 

PARTICIPATION in the Lord’s work is 
much to be desired in our Congo women but 
is not always easy to acquire. After gen- 
erations of believing that they are incapable 
of such activities it takes years to build up 
their confidence. At Mukedi we are for- 
tunate that the wives of our two pastors are 
fine capable women who can and do go 
ahead as leaders among the women. They 
have been assisting in planning the womens 
activities for the years as well as presiding 
in womens group meetings. Many of our 
group ere young mothers who are quite 
tied down with a family of little children. 
But I have noticed that while we are dis- 
tracted by the noise of the little ones our 
African sisters do not pay much attention to 
it. When a question is asked nearly all 
show by their answers that they have heard 
every word regardless of the distraction of 
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babies. We have several women who are 
teachers and assistant teachers of women and 
girls Sunday School classes. 

PRAISE fills a need in every Christian’s 
life, a need to express the joy of salvation. 
Our women love a praise and testimony 
service. Many of them are reluctant to speak 
in a full church meeting but in our womens 
meeting every one would like to give her 
word of praise. Many of them show by 
their words of real leaning upon Him who 
is the source of all our joys. Others of 
course show a real lack of the peace that 
comes when one has put all into His hands. 

We find a real source of praise in the 
fact that the personal work of some is bring- 
ing results. Our group has reeched a roll 
call of over 80 women. We have about 
40 to 50 present for every chapel service 
just at the morning hour when it is most 
difficult to leave their homes. They fre- 
quently bring in a new member who they 
have brought as fruit of their personal work. 

During our pre-Easter revival meetings 
several women who were patients at the 
hospital stayed after the meeting for a 
personal interview and help. Others stayed 
to pray about things in their lives which 
were not consistant for a Christian. 

PRAYER in our behalf is requested. I 
know your lives are busy and full but during 
your daily prayer period will you take a 
few minutes to remember African women? 
Didiwa is one of our oldest Christian women. 
No one knows how old she is. I found her 
at her house one evening with a beginning 
pneumonia and in poor condition. Her sons 
brought her to the hospital where she im- 
proved with modern miracle drugs. Now 
she has had a stroke and may not live much 
longer. But she still has much joy in her 
faith and occasionally tries to sing despite 
her half paralyzed face. Ngombe, Madiya, 
and Fetewa are some of our village women 
who constantly face the derision and insults 
of the heathen neighbors because of their 
faith in the Lord. They need help and en- 
couragement to stand strong in the faith 
and show a Christian attitude in spite of 
mean tre2ztment. 

All POWER is given unto us to meet the 
trials of daily living as well as the major 
events. Sometimes the former are more 
difficult. May the African women know this 
power in their daily lives that they may be 
a living witness among their heathen rela- 
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tives and friends. They have many oppor- 
tunities and we thank the Lord some are 
using these opportunities to His name’s honor 
and glory. 
With joy in His service, 
Dorothy Schwartz. 


From Yvonne Roth, Age 5 
Mwabanda—! 

That means “hello” in Kipende. 

Sometimes people still say we are new 
here at Mukedi, but really we feel as if we 
belong here, after having been here 7 
months. It is so mutch fun to climb trees 
with Betty Jean Remple and Susie and Linda 
Bertsche, and I’m so very glad they showed 
me how to climb too. Right now we are 
all very busy playing in our real playhouse 
which one of the Africans made for us out of 
bamboo sticks and a grass roof. Danny Ger- 
ber, 1 year old, and my brother Loren, 19 
months old, can’t play house very well yet, 
but they like to come watch us play and 
sometimes they do what we tell them to. 

The African boys and girls go out on 
warm evenings to catch “tusua” (my mommie 
says they are flying ants) to eat them. Some- 
times we sit around the holes in the ground 
and watch them catch them. It looks so 
funny when they cover a little hole with 
lots of grass, and then pretty soon the ants 
begin to come out. The children say they 
are very good, and eat them as fast as they 
can. 

Betty Jean had ia monkey for a while 
which we call Jo Jo. Jo Jo was just a 
baby monkey so we fed him milk out of a 
tiny bottle. Then we would all go get 
some native fruit for him and. he would eat 
it for us. Jo Jo didn’t stay here at Mukedi 
too long—some natives came and took him 
back to the forest. 

I know you would all love Congo like we 
do, and I wish you could come play with us 
in our playhouse. We have 3 “kifues” 
(stools) and a table, and if you came we 
could all have a tea party. 

Bye now, and love. 
Yvonne Roth 


From Kamayala Station 
About “This and That” 


By Helen Eidse 
How clear some of the Scripture passages 
became when interpreted in the light of 
eastern customs. In chapel I heard a native 
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speak on “Christ Washing the Disciples 
Feet.” I could just see how much sense it 
made to the _ students. Christ replied 
to Peter, “He that is washed needeth not 
save to wash his feet.” At noon our students 
go to the river to bathe, but they would 
not think of coming to school in the morn- 
ing without first washing their feet. How 
often I’ve sat in morning chapel and watched 
the hundreds of spotless, black legs of our 
school children file in. 

Have you sung the song “Roll Jordan, roll; 
I want to go to heaven when I die to hear 
old Jordan roll,” and wonder how anyone 
who loved the Lord Jesus Christ could give 
such a reason for wanting to reach Glory? 
We missionaries went for a picnic. Instead 
of stopping at the top of the hill at a clear- 
ing, we went right down to the rushing riv- 
er with swemp on either side. There, right 
on the roed, we built our bonfire, pulled 
out our food and camp chairs end enjoyed 
the noisy churning and splashing of the 
water as we ate. The African natives’ life 
is centered around the river. I am not sur- 
prised that when the poor black slaves, re- 
moved from his home surroundings, read 
about the Jordan thet heaven seemed more 
real, more precious and homey to him be- 
cause there would be a river there. 

At this same picnic an old man passed 
by with a usual bundle of the traveller. 
Wrapped around his few earthly possessions 
was his bamboo sleeping mat. “Take up thy 
bed and walk,” flashed through my mind 
as I saw him go. 

We’ve read of a woman who put her last 
pennies into the alms box, and we’ve heard 
of a child who offered her crutches to the 
Lord, but the sweetest thing I’ve seen in 
the offering plate was a long stick of suger 
cane, That offering was to her like the icing 
from your cake or the sugar lump from your 
tea would be to you. 

Working with the people often gives one a 
peek into their thoughts. Like this question 
they asked of Benny the other day: “Have 
you ever beat (or spanked) your wife?” The 
negative reply was something they could 
hardly believe. Christian home life nd fel- 
lowship is still very new to them. 

“Easter and the big axe” seemed a fitting 
title for the Easter morning opening prayer 
at the leper colony. The infirmier’s wife 
prayed something like this: “O Lord, Pha- 
raoh had a stony heart that could not be 
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smashed; but, O Lord, get a big strong 
axe and breek this hard heart of mine that I 
may have a new, good heart from Thee.” 

May we be humble enough to pray this 
prayer with her, so that the Lord might be 
able to glorify His name through us. 


From Banga Station 
Dear friends, 

One of my first impressions when we 
drove along the roads of Congo was that at 
practically every village twe passed the 
children would come running to the road 
smiling, waving and shouting greetings at 
the top of their voices. Yes, the children 
in Congo are very friendly. As soon as we 
stop in a village the car is surrounded with 
children. They keep pushing each other 
trying to get closer to the windows to see 
the missionaries and especially their white 
children. Only they do not greet us just 
once, but keep saying “hello” till one almost 
tires answering. 

As a missionary walks around in a village 
trying to get the people together for a meet- 
ing there will be a group of children follow- 
ing him wherever he goes. Our two-year- 
old David enjoys going with us when we 
pay a visit to the village. He will scamper 
after one of the dark little native boys and 
the rest of the village children follow on his 
heels enjoying it as much as he does. 

When Jesus said “Suffer the little children, 
to come unto me” He was also talking of 
these dear little black ones. Will you pray 
for us that the Lord will give us wisdom 
and guidance in trying to win these children 
to Him while their hearts are still tender and 
not hardened by all the sin committed by 
the adults here in Congo? Pray for our 
teacher-evangelists who live in the villages 
that they faithfully teach God’s word—and 
also that many more Christians will be bur- 
dened to be full time workers to their own 
people. 

Yours sincerely, 
Honora Ediger. 


Enroute to Mukedi Station 


Dear friends, 

Days have flown swiftly and we find our- 
selves after a few months of intensive study 
in Belgium, safe in the land to which God 
has called us. We want to thank each one 
of you for the very special part you have 
had in our many blessings through your 
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faithfulness in prayer and intercession on 
our behalf. Our God does hear and answer 
prayer! 

The examinations came in early February 
and we felt a very real nearness of God as 
we faced our professors. Praise Him for 
each victory! Then March 18 came and we 
found ourselves waving good-bye to the 
Loewen family and others as we pulled from 
the pier and began the 17 day journey. to 
Matadi. The weather was rough for the 
first 6 days but fortunately we were good 
sailors and we never missed a meal. The 
weether became warmer and the sea more 
calm as we approached the equator. Beckv 
seemed to enjoy the warmth after the cold 
in Belgium and was happy when she could 
wear her sunsuit. Even a warm rain didn’t 
seem to dampen her spirits. On April 4th 
we arrived in Matadi and my but it was 
good to lean over the side of the ship and 
hear the Congolese talking familiar words 
that sounded so pleesantly natural to my 
ears. The weather and sun were now very 
hot, and how happy we were to climb the 
hill to the Swedish mission station and have 
a glass of cold water, meals, and a com- 
fortable bed for the night! 

Several days later we left Matadi and 
arrived in the late afternoon at the Institute 
Medicale Evangelique where a number of 
missions are co-operating in a training school 
for African nurses. Here we spent some very 
interesting days in the hospital assisting and 
doing surgery, going on ward rounds, assist- 
ing and conducting clinics, seeing diagnostic 
labonatory studies and in general acquaint- 
ing ourselves with the many details so very 
necessary to properly conduct a hospital. 
Along with the medical activities we saw 
and helped in the active witnessing to pa- 
tients, participated in clinic worship services, 
attended special services for the patients, 
and went on a village trip where we saw 
Christ once more being placed first in all the 
medical activities. What a wonderful oppor- 
tunity is ours! 

I am separated from Jeanne for 10 days 
while I complete my training period and 
Jeanne completes hers in Kimpese. We are 
eagerly anticipating the trip inland that will 
begin in a few more days. It will be nice to 
stop living out of suitcases and have a little 
more freedom in our family life again. 

Most of all we feel a great need of a por- 

(Continued on page 25) 
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Africans too have... 





Last week I spent several days at the 
Kipoko regional center studying the preci- 
ous book of John together with Christian 
brothers and sisters of that region. Tues- 
day after the study period of that morning 
I went to make contacts in the villages 
across the road. Most of the people had 
scattered for their daily tasks—men to the 
forest to cut palm nuts—women to the 
plains to work in their millet fields—and 
children to plains, forests and rivers search- 
ing for tidbits to eat. Still there were left 
in the village scattered groups and in- 
dividuals who had not been present at our 
Bible study. 


In front of a house sits a group of men. 
I come near and find they are having a 
council meeting. This small village has 
split off from another village and settled 
here. Now they have been asked to re- 
turn to the large group. They ask me to 
advise them. I tell them that it is not for 
me to mix into those affairs, but that I 
represent the tribe of God. Then [I ad- 
monish them to forget their tribal differ- 
ences and to accept God into their hearts. 
and let the love of God penetrate their 
village life. But they were too busy for 
God. 


I come upon a few women pounding 
millet into flour. A group of pre-school 
children are chanting, seated in a nearby 
circle. They are helping a man clean palm 
nuts, getting them ready for market. An- 
other man keeps them company sitting on 
a chair splitting lengths of vine to be used 
in weaving a basket. After a few words 
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NO TIME FOR GOD 


By F. J. Enns 


with a group of men visiting the shade 
of a tree I find an old man industriously 
sewing together palm leaves for the hut 
he is building. Here is a man sharpening 
his corn knife on a heavy rock which lies 
at his feet. He wants to go into the forest 
to cut some building supplies. I move on 
to five girls rubbing five pieces of red 
wood on five stones. The red powder of 
the wood is later mixed with oil and 
rubbed on the bodies for decoration and 
softening of the skin. They are all busy— 
so busy. 

A little farther on an old grandmother 
is lying on a bamboo bed. in front of the 
house. She is blind, and tells me that the 
people who were her enemies blinded her 
by using witchcraft. Through the conver- 
sation that follows I gather that she made 
a confession of Christ about 20 years ago. 
Old heartstrings are touched, and we pray 
together. At first she tells God that she 
does not steal, that she has no witchcraft, 
and so on. But soon she becomes willing 
to admit failures and to pray for forgive- 
ness. Pray that as her eyesight fails her 
spiritual light may be rekindled. 

Now I cross the road and start my return. 
I come to the home of a Christian whom I 
have not seen at our Bible study classes. 
His wife tells me that he is too busy with 
his coffee plantation. He does not have 
time. After some words of admonition I 
return to my mud hut saddened to be re- 
minded that as in America, se in Africa 
and around the world—Satan has deluded 
man into believing that he is too busy and 
has no time for God. 
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BIBLE CONFERENCE --- 


African eT eon 


By Rudolph Martens 


Just before Easter three church leaders 
from Charlesville went out into the out- 
stations for five days of special concentrated 
evangelistic and Bible teaching efforts. The 
three leaders were Miss Tina Quiring, Dea- 
con Ntambue Paul and myself. We were 
assisted by our second year Bible-school 
students. 

The custom of having Summer Bible 
School has been quite firmly established, 
and those who conduct these schools feel 
that this is very rewarding. The seed of 
salvation is sown in the hearts of young 
children. The boys and girls are taught 
a series of Bible lessons in somewhat the 
same way as we teach D.V.B.S. at home. 
The village chosen is usually one in which 
we have teachers and evangelists. 


The other Bible-teaching is somewhat of 
a new method that we are at present be- 
ginning. Not that we have not been teach- 
ing the Bible in other ways but that this 
series of meetings over a five day period 
in which the Bible is taught, is a new 
method. The Book of John has been di- 
vided into lessons. As the Summer Bible 
lessons are directed mainly at the children, 
the lessons on the Gospel of John are di- 
rected mainly at the adults. Through them 
we seek to strengthen our church members 
in their faith in Christ. 

Each leader went into a different village, 


each village being in the same area. This 
area is under the supervision of an over- 
seer. The village where Miss Tina Quir- 
ing taught is called Tshimayi, the village 
of Deacon Ntambue Paul, Mbau and my 
village was Makumbi. 


The village Christians are in great need 
of instruction in the Bible. Their knowl- 
edge of the Word of God is very scanty. 
We feel though that it was very worth 
while. The truths brought out by Jesus 
when He taught Nicodemus, the Samaritan 
woman, when He said, “I am the good 
Shepherd,” or “I am the Bread of Life,” 
or “I am the way, the truth and the life,” 
and the account of His suffering and death 
on the cross for sinners, and His resurrec- 
tion, make an impact on the hearer which 
cannot fail to stir his heart. The way of 
salvation is so clearly taught in this Gos- 
pel, that even the humblest villager need 
no longer say, “I never heard.” 


The Church of Christ out here is weak 
and young. Satan with his temptations is 
ever present. We hope that you who read. 
this short report will feel a concern to 
pray for your brethren in Christ that they 
might grow to maturity in Christ. Pray 
too that there will be those who learned 
these lessons from John who will be willing 
to teach others the same precious truths. 





MESSAGES FROM MISSIONARIES 
(Continued from page 23) 


tion of the gift that God gave to Solomon. 
1 Kings 4:29 “And God gave Solomon wis- 
dom and understanding exceeding much and 
largeness of heart, even as the sand is on the 
sea shore.” Pray that we may truly love 
them to Christ and that we may continue to 
be to them as one of the nurses at the school 
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very graciously commented, “Doctor, I can 
see that your skin is white, but your heart 
is Congolese”. How keenly they observe us! 
If you PRAY and WORK with us, the vic- 
tory will come and hearts, lives and even 
bodies will be changed to the honor of 
Christ our King! 


Yours sincerely, 
John, Jeanne, and Rebecca Zook. 
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wi Kings WSestness 


Annual Secretary-Treasurer Report of the Congo Inland Mission 


“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not 
all his benefits.” Psa. 103. In recalling the 
past year we have many reasons for thanks- 
giving and praise to our heavenly Father. He 
has graciously answered prayer for the 
health of some of our missionary staff; His 
protecting hand has been evident in deliver- 
ance from serious accident; more young 
people have answered the call to service; no 
serious persecutions or hindrances have be- 
fallen the work on the field; souls have been 
added to the church and the work in all its 
phases is being carried on with vigor and 
zeal. 


At the close.of the year 1955, sixty two 
full time missionaries are on the field and 
four are studying in Belgium. There are also 
forty-eight children in the missionary fami- 
lies on the field. In addition to these, there 
are five V. S. or 1-W missionaries and three 
affiliated Swiss missionaries serving with 
our Mission, making a total of seventy full 
time adult workers on the field. Besides 
these, there are eleven active missionaries at 
heme on furlough, making a total of eighty- 
five active missionaries on our present staff. 
Dr. and Mrs. John Zook and Mr. and Mrs. 
Melvin Loewen are in the midst of their 
French and professional studies in Brussels, 
preparing to begin their active service on 
the field this year. 


For the first time in the history of our 
Mission, short term. Voluntary Service work- 
ers have been sent to the field. Larry Kauff- 
man and Fremont Regier are performing 
Loyal Schmidt from Canada is serving on a 
their 1-W alternative military service. and 
purely Voluntary Service basis. In July, Mr. 
and Mrs. Edward Liechty went to Tshikapa 
station for an indefinite term’ of service ac- 
cording to their ability and the need for 
them, bearing their own expenses. 


The following babies came to bless our 
missionary families: Keith Rocke, Jeannette 
Buller, Joanne Janz, Peter Gerber, Faith 
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Eidse and twins Paul Edward and Timothy 
Rudolph Harder. 

During the year five new missionary 
dwellings were constructed and one given a 
major remodeling; a dispensary building was 
constructed at Nyanga, the Bible Institute 
building at Tshikapa, two 2-room school units 
at Banga, two medical wards at Charlesville 
and four leper homes at Kamayala. A ton 
panel truck, a ton pick-up truck and a 
Chevrolet station wagon were sent to the 
field. The Mission has established a garage at 
Nyanga in charge of Brother Sam Entz who 
shall give all cars and trucks regular check- 
up service and endeavor to keep them in 
dependable condition. He shall also make 
recommendations for replacement and give 
guidance in placing of Mission vehicles so 
that adequate transportation will be avail- 
able to all places. The total sum of $3,576.00 
was spent for equipment and parts to es- 
tablish the C. I. M. garage. 

We made our initial payment to Mr. H. P. 
Near for Kandala station of $2,500.00 and in 
the equipment for Belle Vue School for Chil- 
dren of Missionaries in the amount of $2,- 
260.76. We also paid half the salary of the 
three teachers at Belle Vue, Miss Betty Quir- 
ing of C. I. M. serving as one of the teach- 
ers. This school is a joint project of C. I. M. 
and the Mennonite Brethren Congo Mission. 

Special thanks are due the C. I. M. Ladies’ 
Auxiliary for the tons of supplies sent to our 
dispensaries, hospitals and maternities. Sev- 
eral tons of rolled bandages, infant layettes 
and used clothing were shipped in steel 
drums by the four shipping clerks, Mrs. 
Walter Kennel of Morton, Illinois, Mrs. Don 
Rupp of Fort Wayne, Indiana, Mrs. Herman 
Eitzen of Mountain Lake, Minnesota and 
Mrs. Soldner of Bluffton, Ohio. The Auxil- 
iary has also provided linens and supplies 
for the guest rooms on the different stations. 
Eight girls’ dormitories at $375.00 each were 
provided by the ladies during the year. Prob- 
ably the most valuable contribution of the 

(Continued on page 28) 
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BIRTHDAYS... 


Of Our Missionaries and Their Children 


July 
2 Yvonne Sue Roth 
5 Miss Aganetha Friesen 
8 Laverna Joyce Dick 
11 Margaret Joy Loewen 
16 Miss Erma Birky 
19 Rev. Ellis Gerber 
24 Rev. Arthur Janz 
25 Jonathan King Yoder 
28 Priscilla Ann Harder 
28 Jeannette Buller 


August 

4 Mrs. Russell F. Schnell 
4 Mrs. Ellis Gerber 

5 Rev. Harold Graber 

7 Mr. Fremont Regier 

8 Miss Mabel Sauder 

11 Miss Lena K. Friesen 
16 Carolyn Ruth Harder 
18 Loren Ray Neufeld 
20 Keith Irwin Rocke 

23 Paul Edward and Timothy 

Rudolph Harder 

24 Beverly Ann Ediger 
24 Janet Lorraine Wiebe 
25 Mrs. Elmer J. Dick 


September 
6 Carolyn Anne Graber 
7 Rev. Glenn Rocke 
18 Mrs. Emma Moser 
19 Mrs. Elmer Regier 
21 Russell Melvin Schnell 
22 Mr. Roy O. Yoder 
24 Loren Dale Roth 
25 Miss Agnes Sprunger 
27 Mrs. Gladys Buller 





Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
Mutena via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 

14 Ave. de la Brabanconne, Brussels, Belgium 
Kamayala via Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 
Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
Steinbach, Manitoba, Canada 

1270 East Allen Road, Tucson, Arizona 

c/o Waldo E. Harder, Newton, Kansas 

c/o Peter Buller, Mountain Lake, Minnesota 


Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
Mutena via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
Grabill, Indiana 

Jansen, Nebraska 

c/o Waldo E. Harder, Newton, Kansas 

c/o Geo. B. Neufeld, Inman, Kansas 

Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 


c/o Waldo E. Harder, Newton, Kansas 
Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 

Mutena via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 


Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
Berne, Indiana 

Kajiji, Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 

Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
1270 East Allen Road, Tucson, Arizona 

Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 

405 Clark, Berne, Indiana 

Mountain Lake, Minnesota 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


March, April and May, 1956 


General Personal Specific 
Missionary to Gifts 

RECEIPTS Fund Missionaries Fund Totals 
eee OC. Conference eck. $ 8,213.69 $ 75.00 $ 296.15 $ 8,584.84 
Foe? BD Confererice hd 7,611.45 324.39 1,071.46 9,007.30 
General Conference  ...................... 16,719.72 169.00 1,636.00 18,524.72 
Central Conference -.....0-.::..-...--..--. 7,089.85 20.00 402.00 7,511.85 
Mya o Pine Ce nay angie ri aas. Wie © ies are 2,689.62 295.15 2,578.21 5,562.98 

er eT) AEE G OL DSS oooh Cee pate ee Re al RS $49,191.69 


APRIL-JUNE, 1956 
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BIBLE INSTITUTE BUILDING 
DEDICATED 


By Waldo Harder 


The morning of February 24 marked the 
Dedication of the Bible Institute building of the 
Congo Inland Mission at Tshikapa station. 


It was with deep praise in our hearts that 


this could be arranged while Rev. John Thies- .- 


sen, Mr. H. A. Driver, and Mr. George Loewen 
were visiting the field. Rev. Thiessen brought 
the Dedicatory Address on the subject, “God 
revealed Himself in His Son, Jesus Christ.” 
How thrilling to think that in the years to come 
this glorious truth will be taught repeatedly; 
God has revealed Himself. 

Present at the service were a number of mis- 
sionaries from other stations, church leaders, 
most of the first graduating class of the Bible 
Institute, (one of whom spoke words of appreci- 
ation for his years at the school), all the school 
children, many Christians, and the local Chief 
Kalonda with his sub-chiefs. 

Following the dedicatory prayer, Mr. Driver 
cut the ribbon opening the building officially 
for the Lord’s service. The structure—“L” shap- 
ed contains 5 spacious rooms for classes, library 
and office. 


THE KINGS BUSINESS: 
(Continued from page 26) 


C. I. M. Auxiliary is the intimate contact 
with and knowledge of the work they 
foster through soliciting real concern and 
prayer support among our constituency for 
the work. 


Our Board and entire constituency was 
shocked by the untimely death of our Vice- 
President and his wife, Brother and Sister 
Arthur Schertz of Metamora, Illinois. 

The total recepits to the Mission during 
the fiscal year was $230,334.32. 


Expenditures for fiscal year 


Paid to missionaries for allow- 
ances, outfit, insurance prem- \ 
iums, personal gifts, ete. ................ $100,314.82 


For passage to and from the field 25,223.77 
Remitted to the field or purchases 

made and sent to the field for 

jay Ce naan (cr nN a 39,275.43 
Remitted to the field or purchases 

made for buildings, cars, and 

SPecitic proj CClin neu. k.......,--2-.<cee 73,256.21 
For dues and feestiere. 2.66. 1,523.89 
For Messenger and other promo- 

tional..material ose i ee 4,264.62 


For Some administrations and sun- 
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H. A. Driver with Interpreter A. D. 
Graber at dedicatory service. 


dry expenses. -..:0145..i94.8 7,895.31 

Total, remittances, 2... 2b $251,754.05 
Less difference between remit- 
tances and receipts to specific 

Bitte: edn oie ees ee 16,518.97 

$235,235.08 

Less current balances ..............1.... 4,900.76 

iL Otal- to: balante 2. 2s eee $230,334.32 


Cash Statement, January 1, 1956 
Deposits in First National Bank 
a Current. funds <A. 2 ee $ 1,354.93 


b. Annuity fumieiriee eee. ae 13,020.00 
$14,374.93 

Deposits in South Side Bank 
a. (Specific eifts funds 2225 eee 2,545.83 
Total funds available ................. $16,920.76 


The annual audit was again made by John 
A. Janzen, accounting firm of Chicago and 
reports are available at the office for ex- 
amination. I wish to express sincere appreci- 
ation and thanks to the Conference Treasur- 
ers and individual or group supporters for 
their prompt remittances and to everyone 
for their understanding and helpful coopera- 
tien. . 

H. A. Driver, 
Secretary-Treasurer | 
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Before you examine this issue 
further review these - - - 


Facts You Should Know About Our Annual 
Conferences 


The only way the mission programs on a 
number of stations can be kept correlated 
and unified is by periodic joint meetings 
of delegates from each of the stations. In 
the Congo Inland Mission these meetings 
have been held annually for the purpose of 
mutual sharing of information and for con- 
sultation. Progress of the work in each of 
the station areas is reviewed. Common 
policy is agreed upon for the handling of 
current problems. Plans are laid for the 
future. 


There is abundant opportunity in the 
homeland to keep spiritually “fresh” by 
means of Bible conferences, radio programs, 
church attendance and ordinary Christian 
fellowship with a host of varied friends. 
Such opportunities are strikingly absent in 
the life of the average missionary. His pro- 
tracted ministry to a pagan people steeped 
in spiritual poverty cuts his “streams of liv- 
ing water” to a seeming trickle. A season 
of spiritual refreshing is priceless. 

Until recent years problems covering all 
sections of the entire missionary enterprise 
—missionary and native—were handled at a 
single annual conference. Rapid growth of 
the work and a wholesome emerging of the 
national church made it increasingly im- 
possible to handle adequately the numerous 
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problems which had arisen during the pre- 
ceding year. Two separate conferences was 
the only solution, 


The African Church Conference, gener- 
ally held in April or May, is made up of 
African church leaders and delegates from 
each of our station areas. They meet an- 
nually for inspiration, election of confer- 
ence officers and discussion of problems re- 
lating to the African indigenous church. A 
skeleton body of missionary delegates is 
present to offer needed direction and coun- 
sel, 


The annual Missionary Conference, gen- 
erally held in July or August, is made up 
of the full missionary body and meets to 
discuss problems relating to the missionary 
and to the administration of the mission 
program. This year four African delegates 
were invited in order to give national church 
leadership an insight into the necessary 
workings of a mission society and to be con- 
sulted when matters concerning their church 
and people were discussed. 


This issue of the CONGO MISSIONARY 
MESSENGER covers this year’s annual Mis- 
sionary Conference in what we trust will 
prove to be a thoroughly readable and in- 
teresting fashion. 





These two companion articles have been 
prepared to give you an idea of the props, 


cast and scenes necessary in 





Setting Nee Stage 


GUEST HOUSE for ONE HUNDRED 


By a Hostess—Jeanne Zook — 


“Do you think that 3 barrels of drinking 
water a day will be enough?” 

“How many pieces can we get out of 20 
pies?” ‘TI don’t have enough pie plates.” 
“May I trade you some of your muffin tins 
for my extra pie plates?” 

‘Do you think very many people will 
want seconds of -macaroni?” 


“How much oatmeal shall we cook? 50 
cups sounds like way too much?” “Not the 
way our family eats it.” “What goes well 
with macaroni and meat balls?” “Is 30 
pounds of potatoes going to be enough?” 
“How many loaves of bread shall we make 
a day?” 

“What do you think is the best way to 
hang that sheet metal roofing in the school- 
rooms, Glen?” “You’re doing that to divide 
them into sleeping rooms for the families, 
aren’t you? Well I imagine the best way 
would be to hang them from 2x4’s.” 


“Are there enough lamps for all the 
houses?” “How soon can we get the mat- 
tress for that house?” “Do you have drink- 
ing water and bath water for all the 
rooms?” | 


This is snatches from the conversation 
that has been. flying around Charlesville 
Station in the weeks preceding conference. 
It has been like arranging a hotel and 
restaurant for over 100 people, and doing it 
in the spare time of 11 busy people. The 
rest of the station work has had.to go on. 
The schools are on vacation, but the medi- 
cal dispensary, print shop, building, village 
evangelism, and other activities must go on 
without interruption. But all year long the 
ladies of the station have been canning, 
planning, preparing for this:one week, when 
67 adults and 38 children will come to 
Charlesville. 
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Do you wonder where all the food comes 
from to feed these hungry missionaries? 
Some is in jars already, canned by the sta- 
tion people. The gardens. yield some fresh 
vegetables, and fresh fruits are grown on 
the station or are available locally. All the 
stations bring as much as they can, eggs, 
fresh fruits and vegetables. From Kamayala 


comes Mr. Buck with a barrel full of good 


things he has grown in his garden. There 
have been a number of packages from 
home, put up by the Ladies’ Missionary So- 
cieties from churches in Canada and the 
U. S. But many things have to come from 
the stores of Congo; cases of canned meats 
and vegetables, macaroni and milk, sacks 
of flour and sugar. One of the steers from 
the little herd of Charlesville station has 
been butchered. (Lo, the fatted calf has 
been killed!) 

Each household is carefully preening it- 
self in the last mad rush. New clothes have 
come from the barrels and have been 
pressed. There is a general scrubbing of 
houses and children, cutting hair, picking up 
in all the corners. The lawns have been 
raked, the palm trees trimmed, the dry 
grass all burned, and then as though na- 
ture were doing her best to cooperate, the 
beautiful Sangua tree burst into bud and 
leafed. out at. the last moment. 


Now all stands in readiness. As the peo- 
ple begin to arrive, we realize our work is 
only beginning. Getting everyone settled 
into their places and comfortable, seeing 
that there is water for them to wash the 
dust of the road off of their weary bodies, 
and starting the task of providing meals for 
all, this will be more work than all the 
preparation, but we can breathe a sigh of 
relief and thanks that our “Guest House” is 
ready. 
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ry 4 Conborénce 


BUMPS and BAGGAGE 








By a Guest—Fremont Regier 


An extra large bump in the road taken 
at an extra fast speed rudely jarred me out 
of the sleep I was trying to enjoy. I opened 
my eyes and saw the odd assortment of 
barrels, boxes, suitcases, briefcases, trunks, 
and numerous other articles around me in 
the back end of the animated pickup. In 
and among these things I saw Mrs. Liechty 
trying desperately to keep little Nancy 
Graber on her lap as the truck lurched 
from side to side. 


I asked myself “What could cause me to 
subject myself to such torture?” Then I 
remembered that this was not a joy ride— 
it would have to be much more to get us 
cut of bed early in the morning and into a 
thing like this—we were on our way to 
field conference. This fact alone made it 
a joy ride. 

The pickup ground to a peaceful halt, 
and when the dry-season dust had cleared 
sufficiently to let us see our way, we 
crawled out. We tried to recognize the dust 
covered faces of Mr. and Mrs. Archie Gra- 
ber and Mr. Liechty as they got out of the 
cab and came around to the back. Up ahead 
in the road the Mutena panel, loaded to 
the gills and sticking out at places, was 
stopping. No, believe it or not, they had not, 
lost the motor or any such thing, not even 
a flat tire. On the contrary it was dinner 
time. 

After removing enough dirt from our 
faces to easily find our mouths, we enjoyed, 
a fine meal. We visited about the coming 
conference as we continued on our way. 
I thought of the other C.I.M. missionaries 
coming to conference this day. There would 
be people from all of our stations on their 
way to Charlesville, even as we were, 
though perhaps not in such colorful style. 
Big trucks, panels, pickups, sedans, carry- 
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alls, and station wagons were put to good 
use bringing each missionary to the biggest 
event of the year. The Lord protected and 
all arrived without a mishap. 

By the time we were all seated at the 
supper table that evening, enjoying the chili, 
the bumps and dirt had been forgotten. The 
fun and fellowship with friends during the 
hours of travel remain as a fond memory. 

The trip home at the end of the confer- 
ence will not be as enjoyable because we 
will not have conference waiting for us. We 
will have new zeal, though, to take up our 
work once again. 


PERSONAL MESSAGES 
(Continued from page 17) 
other stations. But we know the Gospel 
changes even these situations, so pray with 
us that we may have “the whole armour of 
God”. I am impressed how much we rely 
on prayer support, and that is a part every- 
ene can have whether we are rich or poor 
and we KNOW GOD ANSWERS PRAYER! 
We can see it in the way God has led us 
and strengthened us over the past years and 
we have seen His working in the hearts of 
African Christians. Let us remember one 
another in prayer. 
In His service, 
John, Jeanne and Rebecca Zook. 





It takes more grace’ than I can tell 
To play a “second fiddle’ well. 
—Spurgeon 
% * % 
T’ll bear the sorrow that comes tomorrow. 
But Ill borrow none today. 
* * * 
The world steps aside to let anyone pass 
who knows where he is going. 


WHAT DO WE DO AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE? 


BUSINESS: 


Is our system of regional evangelistic 
meetings proving successful in reaching the 
villages? What missionary will take the place 
of “so-and-so” when he goes on furlough? 
How much money will be needed to operate 
the missionary program next year? 





INSPIRATION: 


Fellowship with long-unseen friends. 
Feasting upon the Word preached by mis- 
sionary colleagues. Finding renewed and 
closer communion with the Lord Jesus as 
we gather at His table. 






WORK: 


Keeping our bedrooms with campcots, foot 
lockers and stuffed briefcases neat and ship- 
shape. Spending odd minutes over a washtub 
to keep baby in clean clothes. Taking turns 
serving meals cafeteria style. 


RELAXATION: 


A game of horseshoe 
before supper. A hur- 
ried game of scrabble 
between sessions. A re- 
pose on the lawn to 
discuss the last business 
meeting. 
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The Annual Letter 


An inspirational message given by Rev. 
Frank Enns marked the opening of the an- 
nual Field Conference held at Charlesville 
this year. Through illustrations taken from 
the life of Moses, Rev. Enns directed our 
thoughts to the conference theme, ‘Forward 
With Christ”. In the messages throughout the 
conference this theme was applied to various 
phases of our missionary work. 


The new missionaries welcomed to our fel- 
lowship were the Roth family, the Grutter 
family, Donna Williams, Betty Quiring, Sis- 
ter Klara Gut, Dr. and Mrs. Zook and Becky. 
Returning missionaries were Kornelia Unrau, 
Mary Miller, and Rev. and Mrs. Sam Entz. 
The total of 66 adults and 38 children broke 
all previous records of attendance. Four Af- 
rican pastors joined us in all the sessions. 


A number of our missionaries have been 
privileged to serve the Lord in this land for 
many years but one who was with us for 
the first time last August has already finished 
his course and received the call to enter into 
the very presence of our wonderful Lord. 
On Friday afternoon we gathered for a serv- 
ice in memory of Larry Kaufman, who, after 
his short term of faithful service leaves an 
empty place in the fellowship and work of 
our C.I.M. family. We do not know why he 
should have left our ranks so soon but we 
know that God’s ways are better than our 
ways and when we meet Larry again we 
shall see the goodness and mercy of our Lord 
in His pattern for our lives. 


The children under the direction of Aunt 
Ada and Aunt Betty thrilled our hearts with 
their fine program. Their theme, “Sailing 
with Christ” had been carried through all 
their D.V.B.S. activities. 

A fine program of recreation was provided 
for us by Loyal Schmidt and Fremont Re- 
gier. It was climaxed by a hot ball game 
between the Baluba and the Bampende mis- 
sionaries and African pastors. 

On Sunday afternoon the Kasai River 
ferry inched its way to the opposite shore 
with a large delegation of Africans and mis- 
sionaries. From here the group was trans- 
ported by two trucks to Kahemba, a mission 
outpost, eight miles distant, where a per- 
manent church was dedicated. 

We heartily thank the Charlesville staff 
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for their fine hospitality during the confer- 
ence week. 
‘The Committee. 


A FLAME REKINDLED 


By F. J. Enns 
In Exodus 3:2, we read: “And, behold, 
the bush burned with fire, and the bush was 
not consumed.” 


A. flame had been kindled in Moses’ heart 
early in childhood when he had sat on his 
mother’s knee and heard of God’s wonder- 
ful dealings with his people. In the strength 
of his manhood’ this flame had burned 
brightly. He had felt the call of God, and 
had endeavored physically to help his op- 
pressed people. But they had not ac- 
knowledged him. Forty years later he led 
a life of ease with his rich father-in-law. 
He was a shepherd. All his physical needs 
were supplied. Moses then experienced that 
fire again. Not so lightly would he, this 
time delve into the task of freeing his peo- 
ple from the oppressor. Seemingly he saw 
only difficulties. He felt utterly insufficient. 
Moses had excuses, but God promised His 
living presence to go with him. 


Some of our experiences have been simi- 
lar to those of Moses. Also in our hearts 
the flame has been kindled. We have had 
the infilling of the Holy Spirit for service. 
But this flame too, has not always burned 
brightly. We started something with great 
enthusiasm. Then came failure and dis- 
couragement. Was the project born in 
prayer, or was our own arm probably too 
prominent? What has been our attitude to- 
wards those we came to win? Some have 
failed us. Did it make us cynical? Did it 
make us lose faith in the people? Did it 
make up lose faith in God’s power to change 
lives? 

At this Conference we turned aside again 
and again, and God spoke to us. The flame 
that was burning low was rekindled by His 
Presence. We too have the command to 
lead people out of bondage. We have this 
assurance: “My Presence shall go with 
thee.” 


F, J. Enns 


Inspirational Messages were centered 
around our conference theme 


FORWARD WITH CHRIST 


in Personal Consecration—by Sam Entz 


Personal consecration is like signing your name to a 
blank sheet of paper and letting God fill it as He wills. 
It means to present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God (Rom. 12:1-2) As living sacrifices 
we must be broken, contrite and have sorrow for sin. 
God will melt us and mold us. 





in Our Personal Prayer Life—by Kornelia Unrau 


To pray is to let Jesus fully come into our hearts. (Rev. 
3:20) Jesus moves us to pray. He reminds us to come to 
Him and promises to hear us before we call. (Is. 65:24) 
The believer has difficulties in his personal prayer life. 
Satan hinders him by distractions, weariness. In order to 
go forward unhindered the believer must practice and 
persevere. We must withdraw from the bustle of life and 
enter into our closet; (Matt. 6:6) we should be watchful 
and obedient to the Spirit. 





in Training Leadership—by Lodema Short 


Joshua had problems in conquering the land, but he 
met the Lord in his problems; he trusted and obeyed 
and won the victory. (Josh. 5:13-17) As we move to con- 
quer the land our problem is training leadership. Jesus 
chose leaders. He had difficulties with His students. They 
were proud, desiring the highest places. He had parents 
to cope with. His students were tempted to go back to 
the old life. One failed completely after three years of 
training, Others found it hard to leave material things. 
We can expect all the problems Christ had and others 
peculiar to our situation. But He expects us to fill the 
pots with water, to roll the stones away, to go out into 
the deep and let down the nets and He will do the mir- 


acle. 
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in Evangelism—by Earl Roth 


The Spirit of God using the Word of God through the 
man of God is still God’s method in evangelism. (I Thess. 
1:6) The Good News of salvation came to the Thessalon- 
ians not in word only, but in devouring, crushing, prob- 
ing, defensive and saving power. It came in the Holy 
Spirit who quickens and draws men to Christ, who 
guides in evangelism, who chooses the field and empow- 
ers. When God’s methods are employed there will be re- 
sults. People will turn from idols to God, missionaries 
will come from our churches and we will have believers 
waiting for Christ’s return 





in Establishing the Church—by Max Grutter 


“Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid 
which is Jesus Christ.” (I Cor. 3:9-11) We must not only 
lay the foundation of the Gospel in Heathendom, but 
build the superstructure of Christian nurture among the 
emerging church. “We beseech you, brethren that ye in- 
crease more and more.” (I Thess. 4:10) The church is the 
Temple of the Living God, built with living stones. The 
building process illustrates the growth of the church. 
(Acts 16:5) The early church grew in love (II Thess. 1: 
36) in faith (1:3a) in knowledge (I Cor. 1:9-11) and in 
prayer life. As a result they grew mightily to destroy the 
fortress of the enemy, Satan. 





in The Healing Ministry—by Dr. John Zook 


In the beginning God formed man; he was perfect 
spiritually and physically but sin brought death and 
disease. God did not leave man in his fallen state, but 
sent Christ to redeem man from sin and to demonstrate 
God’s power to restore the fallen physical body. Paul 
says “For we are laborers together with God—’. He gave 
His disciples power and authority over devils and to cure 
diseases. Paul’s hands were completely given over to 
Christ and God wrought special miracles. God wants 
consecrated hands today to carry on the ministry of heal- 
ing. The results of yielded hands will be victory over 
the enemy, Jesus’ name magnified, a revived church and 
the mighty and prevailing growth of the Word of God. 





Looking Unto Jesus—by Falanga Eliya 


“Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand 
of their masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto the 
hand of her mistress, so our eyes wait upon the Lord our 
God, until that He have mercy upon us.” (Ps. 123:2) 
Just as we know a good or a bad article in a store by 
looking at it, so by looking unto Jesus we are able to dis- 
tinguish the good affairs from the bad and as a result are 
saved or lost. Balaam was attracted by the riches of Ba- 
lak and thus was unable to see the angel of the Lord 
with the drawn sword whom he encountered in the path. 
When Moses raised the serpent in the wilderness all who 
obeyed and looked to it were saved. Everyone must look 
to Him—to the cross of Jesus Christ—in order to be sav- 
ed. Zacchaeus climbed a tree to see Jesus. Simeon bless- 
ed the Lord when he saw the child Jesus in the temple. 
He was happy for now he had seen God’s salvation. 
(Luke 2:30) This joy cannot be found by looking unto 
elders, teachers or missionaries. It can only be found in 
looking to Jesus because in Him we receive life eternal. 
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While moms and dads were in 
Conference sessions, the boys and 


girls went 


Sailing 
With Christ 


by Donna Williams 





Each morning as the nine o’clock bell rang thirty-two little sailors (missionary 
children) marched off to man their watch. With their second-mates Aunt Ada Liechty 
and Aunt Betty Quiring they began sailing with Christ on the Sea of Life. Each voy- 
age was begun by contacting The Pilot by means of the wireless called prayer. Life- 
savers were cast upon the sea as Bible verses were learned. The sailors kept on their 
course by taking their direction from their compass which is the Bible. Each little 
sailor listened attentively as his second-mate gave the message from the Pilot. A few 
of the smaller sailors who found the hours on duty were a bit too long were permitted 
to keep watch on the sand bank. 

On Saturday morning all hands were on deck bright and early with an instrument, 
or reasonable facsimile, for the rhythm band. Each one donned his white sailor hat 
and big blue collar to join the parade starboard to the assembly room where proud 
parents and friends awaited them. This was the deck of maneuvers for the morning. 
Songs were sung and life-savers were thrown out by all the sailors. Former voyages 
were reviewed by the older sailors while the younger ones introduced the Sailor Fam- 
ily and sang some choruses. After maneuvers each sailor was given his diploma and 
all sailors were given treats by the officers of Port Charlesville. 
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OPINION POLL 


Our field editor for the Congo Missionary Messenger posed a number of the Confer- 
ence delegates with the question, “What has impressed you about this conference?” 


Response from African Representatives 
“It is like a mirror. At first we were in the dark as to just why things were done as 
they were. Now we see, Also we hear the Words of God which encourage us to go for- 
ward.” Pastor Kadima Isaac, Mutena. 
“T see the conference as the strength of the church. It strengthens and helps the 
church.” Pastor Falanga Elie, Mukedi. 
“T see more unity between natives and whites, even than in the last conference. 
There are not any judges, but all of us are equals.” Pastor Ngongo David, Nyanga. 
“We are one in Christ. This gives us strength. We have come to this conference and 
have no desire to run away. Rom. 8:28. We notice that you missionaries enjoy one another. 
Whenever we come together we talk palavers. We should do more like you do—get to- 


gether to sing and enjoy one another.” Pastor Kasadi Matayo, Ch’ville. 

“T see that this conference is for our good and to make us happy in the affairs of God, 
and to push them forward in our land.” Head dishwasher at conference. 
Response from Missionaries 

“Unity.” 


“T was struck by the continual emphasis on re-consecration. I have again consecrated 
my life to the Lord.” 

‘Work, but its a blessing.” 

“We have had more time for feeding on the Word. Business has largely been left for 
committees.” 

“Conference management very good... fellowship wonderful.” 

“Insufficient funds.” 

“Very good messages. This will be my last conference, but I’d sure like to attend 
more. Good food.” 

“I sensed a good deal of joy and expectancy for evangelizing our territories in all 
departments. More is being put into the hands of the natives even though they may make 
mistakes.” 

“T was here in 1930. What has impressed me is that in so short a time so great a 
change has taken place in such smoothness of manner. This could only have been brought 
about by prayer. The whole mission program is different and yet with the same aim— 
that of winning the lost.” 

Response from the Children 

“T like DVBS classes and playing together with other children.” 

“I liked the Vacation Bible School, the crafts and memory verses. When it comes 
conference time there are others to play with.” 

“I like our prayer meetings and crafts. All kids are here so we can play together.” 

Ben Eidse. 


Kakima Isaac, Kazadi Matayo, Ngongo David and Falanga Eliya, African delegates to the 
Annual Missionary Conference. 
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BIRTHDAYS..... 


Of Our Missionaries and Their Children 


October 
1 Miss Irena Liechty Berne, Indiana 
3 Dr. John Zook Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
3 Emily Helene Graber ~  Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
3 Mrs. Harold Graber Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
3 Bradley Dean Graber Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
10 David Glenn Rocke Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
15 Mr. Loyal Schmidt Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
16 Robert Schwartz Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
19 Mrs. Peter Falk Kandale, Gungu via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
21 Mrs. James Bertsche Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
21 Linda Lou Bertsche Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
28 Miss Selma Unruh Nyanga via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
30 Carolyn Schnell Bluffton, Ohio (c/o Bluffton College) 
November 
1 Shirley Sprunger Kandale, Gungu via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
6 Ruth Wiebe Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
11 Rev. Robert Bontrager B.P. 123, Leco, Leopoldville, Congo Belge, Africa 
13 Mark Richard Janz Steinbach, Manitoba, Canada 
17. Rev. John B. Jantzen Kamayala via Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 
17 Elizabeth Martens Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
19 Miss Anna Liechty Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
21 Paul Keidel Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
25 Barbara Loewen Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
25 Miss Lois Slagle Pioneer, Ohio 
December 
2 Mr. Charles Sprunger 4609 South Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois 
3 Evelyn Schnell Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
4 Miss Donna Williams Mutena via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
7 Joanne Elizabeth Janz Steinbach, Manitoba Canada 
9. Rev. Melvin Loewen Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
10 Darrel Rocke Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
12 James Peter Buller Box 161, Mountain Lake, Minnesota 
14 Betty Jean Rempel Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
14 Dr. Merle Schwartz Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa | 
18 Marilyn Jane Wiebe Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa | 
19 Rev. Peter Buller Box 161, Mountain Lake, Minnesota 
23 Mrs. Loyd Brown Mutena via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
25 Rev. Victor Buck Kamayala via Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


June, July and August, 1956 


General Personal Specific 
Missionary to Gifts 
Receipts Fund Missionaries Fund Totals 
PM SON TeT en Ce oo eet $11,827.14 $ 63.85 $2,875.19 $14,766.18 
E.M.B. Conference .................... 8,239.42 129.17 353.06 8,721.65 
General Conference ................ 16,758.48 820.79 1,035.06 18,614.33 
Central Conference .................. 6,708.26 51.59 629.16 7,389.01 
OE ee es eS SEs 2,205.81 846.77 1,953.84 5,006.42 
ES sg ENG RES Tagg 09 Eo eS Ona ARN Sy ee ee $54,497.59 | 
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Personal... 


MESSAGES 


' Mutena: 
Congo Radio—Brown 
Dear Co-laborers for Christ, 

It is with much gratitude that we write 
you since you have made such a valuable 
contribution to the spreading of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ in Africa. We want to 
thank you for making possible a revolving 
fund for the purchase of repair parts. This 
makes our. broadcasting facilities depend- 
able because they can be kept on the air. 
I am sure that you would like to know 
more about what C.I.M. is doing with radio 
work and why radio is making such an 
important contribution to the program of 
Congo Inland Mission. We are glad to now 
have two-way radio communications on 
O each of our eight mission posts; we can 
easily talk with anyone of our other sta- 
tions at the daily scheduled time for con- 
tact. This is a great aid in carrying out 
N a more effective, better co-ordinated pro- 
gram as we win souls to Jesus Christ and 
seek to strengthen His Church in Congo. 
Radio makes C.I.M. work more efficient too, 

A making the Lord’s money go farther. 


In this period of great expansion in C.I.M., 
new dwellings, new schools, new churches 
are being built. This means the moving of 
many building materials rapidly. Without 
radio these building programs would be 
delayed appreciably because much of the 
materials must be transported long  dis- 
tances. More economical use can be made 
of the few mission trucks by sharing them 
among the stations to keep them busy. This 
would not be possible without the radio. We 
can send notice to each other when ferries 
and roads become impassable, thus saving 
unnecessary trips to find out the situation 
for ourselves. 

Congo is a fast changing land. To keep 
up with the fast changes the radio com- 
munications is a great help. Before the 
advent of radio in C.I.M. it would take at 
least two weeks for foot messenger to take 








rom the 


a message from one end of the field to the 
other and the price was high: Now mes- 
sages can be sent back and forth as fast 
as long distance telephone but considerably 
cheaper .. . important decisions can often 
be formulated quickly by field administra- 
tion without involving trips, by means of 
radio. ... Also with a fast growing mission 
we must keep abreast of legal affairs. In- 
formation of this type comes throughout 
legal representatives; we are glad to be no- 
tified about these matters since oftentimes 
a prompt reply is necessary in our affairs 
with the government. 


Of course, radio is a help to the medical 
program. With only two doctors until re- 
cently, nurses on the other six stations find 
it valuable to get the doctor’s advice by 
radio. Sometimes the doctor must even be 
called by radio in case of serious illness. 
Some mission stations are as far as 150 miles 
from the nearest mission doctor. 

When Larry Kaufman passed away the 
first message notifying the folks back in the 
States, as well as the rest of the mission, 
was sped on its way by mission radio. 


One of the sacrifices of being a missionary 
is often that of having to send the children 
hundreds of miles away to school. Many 
parents in C.I.M. have the privilege of hear- 
ing their children’s voices and of knowing 
of their well being once a week by radio. 
Among much discouraging missionary work 
this is a wonderful boost to parents’ morale. 

Time and space would fail to tell you of 
the ways in which radio helps in the evan- 
gelistic program, the educational program 
and in minute but important details of the 
mission program. In the organized approach 
to Christianizing the people of Congo we 
have been long ago convinced that radio 
goes far beyond being a mere convenience; 
it has established itself as an effective mul- 
tiplier for the energies we expend in Congo 
on behalf of our Lord and Master Jesus 
Christ. 

Again we say, “Thank You’’—not only for 


your offering but for your prayers also 
which are of supreme importance. 
Sincerely in His Service, 
Loyd R. Brown. 


Kandale: 
Maternity work—Miss Unrau 
Dear Praying friends, 

Many times we have heard the Apende 
women thank the Lord that help for them 
has come. No work had been done among 
the women in this area until the beginning 
of January of this year. In order to start 
the maternity work, word was sent to the 
villages to invite the women to come to 
prenatal clinic. We wondered — will they 
really come? How we praise the Lord that 
they responded to the invitation. When they 
came to the clinic, they were invited to 
come to the mission for confinement. 


In January four mothers had their babies 
on the mission. The number increased every 
month and in June forty-three women came 
to the mission for confinement. How happy 
we are to be able to help these mothers 
and also to instruct them how to care for 
their babies. There is no more direct way 
of reaching the heart of an African woman 
with the good news of the love of God for 
her, than to hand her a new baby and teil 
her how good the Lord has been to her in 
giving her such a healthy child. 


When the work was started in January, 
we had only a one-roomed house built of 
mud and sticks which served as the hos- 
pital. Later, as more patients came, several 
grass huts were built to provide accommo- 
dations. We are so thankful for the gift 
of money that was given to build a matern- 
ity hospital, where we have windows, ce- 
ment floors and also a cistern. The Lord 
has been very good to us. 


July 8, marked the dedication of the new 
hospital. After the Sunday morning serv- 
ice, the congregation walked to the hos- 


pital for the dedication service. Rev. Falk 
based his message on Luke 9:1, 2. 6, illus- 
trating how Jesus sent His disciples, “to 
preach the kingdom of God and to heal the 
sick.” Christ combined His preaching min- 
istry with His healing ministry. Following 
the example of our Lord, our Mission aims 
to minister to the spiritual and physical 
needs of the people. Rev. Near led in the 
dedicatory prayer. Then Mr. Schmidt, who 
supervised the construction of the building 
spoke a few words and handed the keys 
over to the nurse in charge of the hospital. 
It is our prayer that the work with the 
mothers and children who receive care in 
this building, will bring forth much fruit 
for eternity. 
Kornelia Unrau. 





Mukedi: 


Current Activities—Schwartz 
Dear Friends and Co-workers: 


Another month has passed already so it 
is time to tell you a little of the activities 
around Mukedi station during that time. It 
is still the dry, dusty season and it is also 
vacation time as far as the school program 
is concerned. However, the first two weeks 
of the month saw much activity in the edu- 
cational department in the region for then 
the village and regional schools were closed. 
This required trips to all those schools by 
Rev. Ellis Gerber and Rev. Earl Roth and 
their corps of African helpers. They were 
out every day for those two weeks giving 
examinations and deciding how many and 
who would pass after their year’s work. As 
usual some teachers were found very faith- 
ful in doing a good work while others were 
weak and. definitely lazy. 

This was an outstanding month in the 
Evangelistic work. On July 1, services were 
held at Kitombe post, an oil factory (palm 
oil) near here. Rev. Larry Rempel and 
Dr. John Zook accompanied the Africans and 
Dr. Zook brought the morning message. On 
July 8, Rev. Bertsche and Rev. Roth ac- 
companied two groups of Africans to two 
regional centers of Ndongo and Tshialu for 
services. I have mentioned several times 
that work was in progress in building a 
a school-chapel at Kitombe post. This work 
was finished and a dedication service held 
on Sunday. Nearly all the Mukedi staff 
attended both the morning and afternoon 
services. The morning service was a wor- 


16 


ship service but the afternoon was the truly 
dedicatory service. A number of our neigh- 
boring Belgian and Portuguese friends were 
there as well as our local government agent 
who had a few words after the French ad- 
dress by Rev. Vernon Sprunger. 


Medical work has been at a minimum this 
month; because of the wind and dust in the 
dry season we ‘are doing only emergency 
surgery. The dispensary is. open as usual 
but even there have been fewer patients. 


Truly it has been an eventful month here 
at Mukedi and I ask for your continued 
prayers in our behalf. 

Sincerely in Him, 
Dr. M. H. Schwartz. 


Evangelistic Work—Bertsche 
: August, 1956 
Dear Friends, 

We have just rounded out an exceedingly 
busy two weeks. They have offered nerve 
strain, palavers, consumption of midnight oil 
and at times discouragement but also spirit- 
ual fruit, blessing and reasons for praise, 


The llth through the 15th, we had some 
250 Apende with a light sprinkling of Am- 
bunda and Awongo on the station attending 
catechumen classes preparatory to baptism. 
Out of the approximately 125 in the second 
class, we baptized’ an even hundred, Sunday 
morning the 15th. In .my brief time at 
Mukedi, I’ve seen the numbers of baptismal 
applicants go from the twenties to the hun- 
dreds. In this rising tide we realize that 
there are many factors at work such as: 
swelling school attendance; a tripled teach- 
ing staff; maturing of precious seed sown 
by missionaries of days past; also the in- 
creasing desire among the Congolese to be 
“civilize”. Since one of the earmarks of 
an evolue is Christian baptism there is an 
increasing desire among the youth to “get 
in line”. With each set of baptismal classes 
we are made more keenly aware of this in- 
fluence at work. Pray with us that we 
may be able to discern those who are truly 
the children of God from those who are 
merely “going along”. | 

Monday, the 16th, wedding day here at 
Mukedi with 18 couples being united in 
Christian marriage. On such a day the trials 
and aggravations of a girls’ boarding school 
seem a bit easier to bear! We felt that this 
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group was particularly marked by their 
good sense and taste in dress. There were 
really some very attractive couples among 
them. We pray that as a result of this day 
there may be established 18 Christian homes 
in Congo which will last and serve as 
beacons to a people slowly coming out of 
the dusk of heathendom. 


Tuesday morning, the 17th we started a 
two-day conference with our two pastors, 
several council members and our _ seven 
Overseers who came in from the corners of 
our area. The men all seem to feel the 
burden of their work and their responsi- 
bilities. New villages have opened to us 
through their work; new schools establish- 
ed; new converts recorded; dormant be- 
lievers of other days challenged to stand 
for their faith and follow their Lord in 
baptism. The time spent with these leaders 
in counselling and instruction was marked 
by a good spirit. I felt that our study of 
the early church as outlined in Acts, was 
followed with unusual interest. One of the 
highlights was Edna Gerber’s presentation 
of the Little Jetts, the stick figures common 
in the Sunday School Times, showing first 
of all how to make some of the basic pos- 
tures and then sketching a couple of Bible 
stories. They copied them with a bit of 
hilarity and considerable satisfaction. I 
think that will be a standard part of our 
teacher conferences from now on. They 
do not make enough use of their black 
boards for illustrating their teaching. Sat- 
urday night was the annual “musa feed”. 
Forty balls of mush, a pig and a half and 
about three stocks of bananas served only 
to give each one a token helping ... in 
view of their potential capacities! Monday 
was pay day, book check day, and palaver 
day in general. Today they are thinning 
out. By tomorrow we should be somewhat 
back to normal. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jim Bertsche. 


Charlesville: 


A second generation Missionary 
returns to Congo 
Dear Co-laborers, 


It has been over four months since we 
arrived in Congo and we can say that they 
have been very full ones. The first six 
weeks were spent at Kimpese, the large 
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hospital in lower Congo where we com- 
pleted the “stage” (period of orientation) 
that the government requires before begin- 
ning work on our stations. Then we were 
at Mukedi from May 24 until July 31, dur- 
ing which time we were busy with Kipende 
language study except for ten days when we 
took a short trip to Kajiji where I had been 
as a young man with my parents. It was 
wonderful to see the changes in the mis- 
sion station and to wander through the 
house that had once been home to me. On 
our return we were able to visit Kamayala 
and Kandala where the work of C.I.M. is 
going forward in many ways. The new 
dwellings, dispensary, an the church which 
is under construction, are quite a change 
from what I had known in 1946 when I left 
Congo. Kandala is a miracle; with three 
new houses, a dispensary and growing work 
otherwise, it is certainly amazing the way 
God has blessed. We have also been abie 
to meet many people who we had known 
before. One of my mother’s former house 
boys cried tears of joy when he saw us, 
and remarked, “Thanks to God, I had 
thought I would never see you again.” 


Upon our arrival at Mukedi on July 28, 
we learned that the personnel committee 
had met and decided that we were to as- 
sume the responsibility of the hospital at 
Charlesville as soon as possible. We packed 
furiously on July 30th and loaded the truck 
that evening and on the 31st we were at 
Charlesville. We are making half of the 
guesthouse our home until the Martens fam- 
ily goes home on furlough. We plan to 
begin Tshiluba lessons after conference. 
Pray that we might be given wisdom and 
endurance for renewed study of a different 
language. The constant study since last 
fall in Belgium has been wearing on us and 
it will be somewhat difficult to begin again. 
But I know we can do it especially with 
divine help. Please pray!! 


We have noticed quite a change in the 
character of the population here to that 
which I have been accustomed to. They 
are apparently better off financially but 
they certainly have not profited morally. 
There is increased drinking, dancing and 
the idols and charms are even more promi- 
nent. I sense a greater barrier to the Gos- 
pel than there seemed to be at some of the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Memoria 


About a year and a half ago two I-W 
recruits went to the heart of Africa to do 
construction work with Congo Inland Mis- 
sion. They were Larry Kaufman of Wind- 
om, Kansas, and Fremont Regier, of White- 
water, Kansas. _ 

Then tragedy struck. It involved Larry 
Kaufman. He, Regier and several mission 
leaders took an excursion deeper into the 
interior to visit a number of out-stations 
where other missionaries were teaching. 
The trip had been planned for a year. They 
had explored and photographed scenery 
along the Kasai River. On the third day 
they were preparing to tie the boat for 
the night on a little island. Kaufman wad- 
ed ahead of the boat in shallow water 
around the island, directing the others who 
were pushing it into a deeper place to tie, 
Suddenly he stepped into a deeper current 
which pulled him into the stream. Regier 
saw him struggle and threw an inner tube 
preserver toward him, but Kaufman could 
not reach it. Regier pulled the preserver in, 
jumped into it and paddled to rescue his 
friend. But Kaufman had_ disappeared. 
They searched until dark, but in vain. They 
rowed back to the island in silence and 
bafflement. At length Darrel Rocke, 12- 
year-old son of missionary Glenn Rocke, 
broke the silence: ‘Now Larry is in heaven 
with Jesus.” 

An African messenger took the tragic 
news to the mission compound before the 
party started back. The Africans were 
deeply moved, crying and wandering aim- 
lessly about the island. ‘The mission group 
witnessed to some Bashilele fishermen who 
came to their campfire, telling about Larry’s 
hope of eternal life because of his faith in 
Christ. The fishermen asked the mission- 
aries to pray for them. 

The missionaries were greatly impressed 
the next morning by the earnest prayers 
and sympathetic understanding for them by 
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Larry Kaufman 
the African helpers. Later they reported, 
“We asked ourselves if we had done this or 
that differently if the tragedy would have 
been prevented. But we knew that we had 
been thinking of making this trip for a 
year and had considered it carefully. We 
felt that God had been with us in the plans 
for the trip. From this knowledge we 
gained some assurance and comfort know- 
ing that God had permitted it to be thus.” 

Our thoughts are not only of Larry. He 
is in the presence of God. Our prayer and 
deep concern is for those whom he left be- 
hind . . . parents and loved ones who are 
enduring grief and heartache because of his 
unexpected departure. 

Some young man should now step into 
the gap. Not only into Kaufman’s job, but 
into other areas of similar service. The 
deep impression he left with the Congo 
Africans is significant. His trailblazing has 
opened the possibility of a much-expanded 
avenue of service for other I-Ws to serve 
in this field as well as in parallel projects. 
Draft-age men interested in learning about 
I-W service in the Belgian Congo are in- 
vited to address inquiries to Congo Inland 
Mission, 4610 South Woodlawn Ave., Chicago 
15, Illinois, or to respective conference 
headquarters. 
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My Friend Larry Kaufman As I Knew Him 
By Fremont Regier 


As we walked across the campus that 
warm fall day in ’55, happy that chemistry 
class was over, we discussed. plans for the 
future, when I told Larry that I was plan- 
ning to go to Africa for my voluntary serv- 
ice, he surprised me by saying that he too 
was thinking of the same thing. I hardly 
knew Larry then, but that conversation that 
day was the beginning of a comradeship 
which developed to a rare depth. 

From time to time we excitedly went to 
the conference headquarters and talked over 
plans with Uncle John Thiessen. Our joys 
increased, and together we experienced the 
thrill and expectation of this great venture 
of going to Africa. Our friendship grew 
rapidly, and we spent lots of time together 
thinking of the bright future. I never real- 
ly learned to know Larry till we got to 


Congo. It was here that I learned to know 
him as the “most unforgettable character 
I’ve met.” 


Life on a mission station can get very 
lonely for a boy away from home, and 
Larry’s companionship was something I 
loved deeply. When I was gone for a day 
or two on trips, as was often the case, I 
could hardly wait to get home to see my 
buddy. He was always so happy and cheer- 
ful, and it just did my heart good to be 
with him. 





Author Regier in conversation with Larry as 
they embarked from New York to Congo. 
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Never will I forget the times of fun we 
had together. Take the time last spring 
when we were at Lake Madimape with 
Loyal and Mr. Liechty building the new 
cottage there. Larry and I were hauling 
cement blocks in the old Charlesville panel. 
Suddenly Larry jumped and said, ‘“Some- 
thing stung me. Then the same something 
got me, and soon the panel was swarming 
with very angry hornets. Along with the 
men who were helping us we made a dash 
down the road to safety, and took inventory 
of our growing bumps. But we couldn't 
go home and leave the old truck, so Larry 
bravely went back and started the machine. 
As he started driving up the road the hor- 
nets again were just too much for him and 
he was forced to abandon ship. Once again 
the poor panel was left to the buzzing hor- 
nets. More courage and still more stings 
and bumps saw us home. That afternoon 
I rolled over in bed and forced open one 
swoolen eye, and couldn’t help laughing at 
Larry’s puffed up face. 


We had another experience worth men- 
tioning early in our term before we could 
speak Tshiluba very well, with that same 
old panel. It was on a trip to Mutena from 
Charlesville before Larry overhauled it. 
This time the thing stalled on a ferry late 
at night. The ferry men were so drunk that 
we could get no help from them. Without 
water and miles from nowhere, we were 
doomed to an awful night with these drunk 
men. Their spirits obviously weren’t as low 
as ours! But as we somehow managed each 
time we had such trouble, we made it home 
this time also. 


Larry had a great appreciation for nature 
and God’s great outdoors. Consequently we 
had great adventure camping, hunting, and 
fishing together. For example, there is the 
time we spent three days and nights camp- 
ing on the Kasai river near here. Lots of 
things can happen in three days, and did 
this time. One evening we were hunting 
monkeys along the river when a hippo let 
out a roar somewhere behind Larry. The 
tracks Larry made then were worth seeing! 
Later that evening we accepted the chal- 
lenge to try for a wild boar that was 
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habitually raiding a man’s garden. The man 
gave us his bed in his little hut while he 
kept vigil. This bed, using the term lightly, 
was about twenty inches wide, and not much 
longer. High in the center and bumpy, we 
had quite a time staying on the thing. The 
mosquitos and bed bugs, however, did fine 
and feasted on us as we fought to stay on 
that bed. The time spent sitting outside 
on a log in the beautiful moonlight that 
night was much more comfortable and rest- 
ful than in bed. As to the pig—well, he 
never came around. 

We regularly discussed our work and 
activities of the day. Often at meal time 
we were so excited about the events of the 
day, that we had to visit awhile before we 
could ask the blessing and eat. I had real 
confidence in Larry’s judgement, and per- 
petually asked his opinion when making 
plans and handling problems. 

We had even more good times at work 
than we did at play. Many were the times 
that I stopped work in the carpenter shop 
to go to the garage to see how Larry was 
getting on, and to visit a bit. Till dinner 
time was much too long to wait to tell him 
something I had enjoyed. He would come 
crawling out from under a car all greasy 
and be sure to have something comical to 
say. I always left strengthened and en- 
couraged. Larry loved the 15th verse of 
Second Timothy, “Study to shew thyself ap- 
proved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth.” He certainly lived this 


verse, and the way he worked was a chal- 
lenge to me. 

Larry was deeply loved by the Africans 
and they still love to talk about him. The 
impression he made upon them 


is a deep 
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one, and will not soon be forgotten. He 
took time to joke with the workmen and 
play with the children. Regular mission- 
aries seldom have time to do this. I can 
still see him out there behind the church 
trying to teach a bunch of E.A.P. fellows 
how to play American football. He also got 
a real thrill playing soccer with them. In 
softball he was a never-dying hero and they 
loved to chase his home run balls. The 
school kids were astonished when he showed 
them some of the tumbling tricks he knew. 

Larry was a spiritual blessing to the 
Africans. We enjoyed going to the village 
on our bikes on Sunday morning to invite 
the people to come to church. Together 
we were in charge of the Sunday afternoon 
youth programs. One program they liked 
especially well was a narration of the 
Christmas story which Larry worked out 
for them to dramatize. 

The best thing Larry did for the Africans 
was to live a Christian testimony before 
them. We were told that as youth, living 
a victorious Christian life before the people 
was to be our greatest service. Larry per- 
formed this in a beautiful manner. 

The most wonderful times I spent with 
Larry were in our daily devotions at break- 
fast time. We took our turns each day, and 
this came to be more regular than break- 
fast. Larry possessed a deep knowledge of 
the inward presence of God. This challenged 
me. He received real joy and strength from 
prayer, and had much faith in prayer. As 
in other areas of life, we felt great spiritual 
unity and had wonderful times of spiritual 
blessing together. Reading some portion of 
scripture—Larry always included in his 
prayers a thanks to God for His Word—and 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Dr. and Mrs. Jam- 
es G. Diller, Janette 
and Collette (confer- 
ence: E.M.C.;, home 
address: Bluffton, 
Ohio) are scheduled 
to sail Oct. 1 for 
Antwerp, Belgium, 
where they will 
spend a year in resi- 
dence study of trop- 
ical medicines and 
Belgian policy’ in 
further preparation 
for service in Congo, 


Allan and Selma 
Wiebe, Marilyn, 
Ruth, Janet and 
Gordon (conference: 
E.M.C.; home _ ad- 
dress: Meade, Kans.) 


have arrived safely 


in Congo for their 
second term of serv- 
ice. They: have -al- 
ready re - assumed 
educational duties at 
Tshikapa station. 


Levi and Eudene 
Keidel, Paul, Priscil- 
la, Perry and Ruth 
(conference: Central; 
home address: Con- 
gerville, Ill.) are 
scheduled to sail 
October 25 for their 
second term of serv- 
ice at Banga station. 





Wilbert Neuenschwander, 20, of Berne, In- 
diana, has been accepted by the Board for a 
two year term of service using his mechanic- 
al ability. This Voluntary Service arranged 
through the Mennonite Central Committee 
which has been approved by the National 
headquarters of Selective Service as an ag- 
ency that meets the requirements for the use 
of I-O men. Wilbert will join Fremont 
Regier, at Mutena station, whose two year 
term is completed in March. Our Field Con- 
ference has requested a unit of 12 consecrat- 
ed I-W men to assist in the material program 
of the Mission and to help promote a youth 
witness in the C.I.M. church. Those interest- 
ed should contact the C.I.M. Executive Secre- 
tary or their conference mission board. Neu- 
enschwander’s service is made possible by 
his parents and the E.M.C. Conference. 





Bob and Mable Bontrager (conference: 
E.M.C.; home address: Elkhart, Ind.) left by 
air in early September for Leopoldville for 
their second term of service in the field of 
Christian literature at LECO, Congo’s largest 
mission publishing house. 
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Fanny Schmallenberger en route to Europe 
sends us this testimony of praise and word 
of farewell. 

“Praise ye the Lord. O give thanks unto 


the Lord: for he is good; for his mercy en- 
dureth forever. Who can utter the mighty 
acts of the Lord? Who can shew forth all 
his praise?” Psalm 106: 1-2. 

The above words of David express my 
feelings as my furlough comes to a close. 

It was a joy to meet you in your homes 
and churches and I have greatly enjoyed 
your fellowship. Your interest and concern 
in the C.I.M. has been a real encouragement 
to me. 

I want to thank the Home Board, the 
Men’s Fellowship, the Churches, the Grove- 
land Church, and each and every one of 
you for making my furlough such a pleasant 
one. 

The Lord has been with me. He has an- 
swered prayer and met every one of my 
needs. I know that He will bless you for 
your kindness. Even a cup of cold water 
given in His Name is rewarded. 

My heart is filled with joy as I turn my 
face once more towards the Congo. I shall 
be happy to be back on the field to serve 
Him with the rest of the C.I.M. family. 

Please follow me with your prayers as 
I go to Europe for French and then on to 
the Congo to resume my work at Tshikapa. 

Let us continue to be faithful in OUR 
great task of building the Congo Church. 
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Your Mission Board 
The semi-annual meeting of The Congo 


Inland Mission Board will meet again at 
Calvary Memorial Church of the E.M.C. 
Conference located at 72nd and Racine in 
Chicago. Four couples and one single lady 
will present themselves as Missionary Can- 
didates, Rev. John Thiessen will report on 
his visit to the field, Dr. Ira W. Moomaw 
of Agricultural Missions, Inc. will be present 
to counsel with the board about opening 
this type of work, and the field askings will 
be studied in adopting a budget for 1957. 

The Women’s Auxiliary board will meet 
in separate sessions to plan their sewing and 
shipping as well as their promotion of and 
help in support. 

The Congo Inland Mission Board is an 
association of several Mennonite mission 
boards whose representatives meet in Chi- 
cago, Illinois regularly twice a year, in 
April and October for consultation and 
planning together for joint action of their 
missionaries and the young Church rapid- 
ly taking form in the Belgian Congo of West 
Central Africa where mission work has 
been carried on for the past forty-five years. 


MY FRIEND LARRY KAUFMAN 
(Continued from page 20) 
praying was so much more blessed with 

him. 

When we left for Africa, Larry’s mother 
gave him a picture which he prized highly. 
The picture shows a young man at the helm 
of a ship and standing behind the man we 
see Christ with His hands on the man’s 
shoulders. Jesus isn’t guiding the ship Him- 
self, but is guiding the man on his journey. 
As Larry piloted his ship of Life so well, 
it was evident that Christ had His hands on 
his shoulders. 


Larry had a calm confidence in the fu- 
ture. He enjoyed life immensely, but 
spoke with joyful anticipation of the day 
when he could return to Africa for regular 


missionary work. He prayed much about 


his future life, completely dedicating it to 
God. 

As I knew Larry, he loved his family and 
friends at home very dearly, and prayed 
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This young Church is known in Congo as 
The Congo Inland Mission Church of Christ 
in Congo Belge. 

The following Mennonite bodies elect or 
appoint members to the Congo Inland Mis- 
sion Board and forwards funds monthly to 
the Chicago office for transmission to the 
field, for the support of their respective 
missionaries and their work. 

General Conference Board of Foreign 

Missions, 
722 Main St., Newton, Kansas 

Evangelical Mennonite Brethren, 

Mountain Lake, Minnesota 

Evangelical Mennonite Church, 

230 E. Berry St., Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Central Conference of Mennonites, 

Maurice Stahley, Treas., Morton, Ill, 

Other Mennonite bodies who have mis- 
sionaries on the field and forward funds 
for their support are: 

Mennonite Board of Missions and Charities, 

1711 Prairie St., Elkhart, Ind. 

Evangelical Mennonite Church of Canada, 

P. L. Friesez., Treas., Morris, Manitoba 

Mennonite Brethren in Christ, 

J. E. Golla, Treas., Philadelphia, Penna. 


for them each day. Since he was proud of 


and loyal to his wonderful family, I soon 
learned to know them almost as my own, 
just from what he had lovingly told me. 

I feel that a complete volume of the Mes- 
senger could not portray the extent of all 
that I knew and loved in Larry, and the 
blessings enjoyed together. Then too, some- 
thing as deep and wonderful as living with 
a man as great as Larry Kaufman _ just 
simply cannot be put into words, much less 
on paper. So it is with an apology that I 
write this knowing that it is inadequate. 
Yet I write it with joy, because I am happy 
to tell others about my buddy. 

Larry wouldn’t want me to finish this 
article without putting out a plea for more 
I. W. men because his continual prayer to 
God was that He would send more I. W.s 
to Congo. So I would like to end this by 
challenging those men who are young and 
strong to consecrate themselves to God and 
to step into this vast area of service which 
Larry with such dedication helped to open. 
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BUILDING 


By Mrs. Ellis Gerber 


After crossing the Kasai River on a ferry 
we were taken on two trucks and several 
cars to attend the dedication service for the 
newest C.I.M. Regional Church as a part 
of the field” conference activities. The 
church, situated in a grove of palm trees, 
is made of cement block trimmed with brick 
at the door and windows. It is finished on 
the outside and inside with natural grey 
plaster. The structure is 27x63’ and seats 
about 400 péople. The benches are made 
of sanga wood, a hardwood which is termite 
resistant. 

Looking from the back to the rostrum you 
see the pulpit made in the form of a cross. 
In the wall of the gable above the choir 
loft are diamond shaped openings in the 
shape of a cross. 

Near the church is the parsonage where 
pastor Kazadi Matthew will live. He will 
be the church leader and also supervise the 
school work there. 

Pastor Kazadi 
church worker 


Matthew is a zealous 
and a successful coffee 
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Kahemba Church and crowd attending dedi 


= 
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Missionary Glen Rocke and Pastor Kazadi 
Mataye at pulpit in Kahemba Church. 


plantation owner. It was he who saw the 
spiritual need in this area. He and his 
friend, a plantation owner near Luebo, con- 
tributed the greatest part of the cost of the 
church with tithes from coffee field profits. 

The church will serve as a lighthouse 
of God for five villages. The Chiefs of these 
villages were very cooperative in sending 
people to help with the building. Village 
people supplied most of the food for the 
workmen from Charlesville who were su- 
pervised by Glen Roche.) This church is 
an example of what the African people can 
accomplish when they have the will to do it. 





cation service. 
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ARE YOU A “CHRISTMAS-ONLY” CHRISTIAN? 


So Christmas will soon be here—with its 
gladness, giving, and forgiving! What a hap- 
py day it is, with gifts and “dashes” here 
and there! 


But the other 364 days of the year—what 


about them? Do we carry on the spirit of 
Christmas throughout the year? 


Christmas should be the everlasting cele- 
bration of God’s everlasting gift. Christ does 
not change; He came at Christmas to live 
among men, to give Himself for them. His 
sacrifice for us is the same very day of the 
year. So our giving should continue each day 
of the year. 


Christ came to help men return to God. 
He came not to destroy the Law but to ful- 
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fil it. God loved the world and commanded 
men also to love Him and one another, “On 
these two commandments,” said Christ, “hang 
all the Law and the Prophets.” 

All His short life, Christ had nothing to 
give at Christmas or any other day, nothing 
except Himself. All His life He asked for 
nothing for Himself but everything for 
everyone else. 

Are you a Christmas-only Christian? 
Christmas is not a day of ordinary giving. 
The love which changes ordinary giving in- 
to Christian giving and continues through 
the year, is the love which God had when 
He gave Christ on Christmas Day. It is the 
love which Christ had when He died for us. 

Africa Challenge. 


Personal ests 


MESSAGES 


Mutena Station, 

: Christian School Boy Speaks 

“T heard today that they are having war 
in mputu again”, said one of my buddies to 
me the other evening. “Mputu” is the Tshil- 
uba word for the unknown land of the white 
man, and this boy’s interest in such things 
interested me. From what bits of news that 
I had heard on the radio, I tried to explain 
to him about the unrest and trouble in the 
Middle East. He said, “We must pray to God 
about this.” 

This unprompted and sincere statement 
from a school boy in Africa set me to think- 
ing. It came from one in a country consid- 
ered to be uncivilized and behind in many 
things; yet it showed interest and concern 
for people in conflict who have for so 
long been called civilized and cultured. 

We are nearing the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas seasons, things this school boy a 
few years ago never knew existed. Yet 
here he is; thankful enough with his lot to 
be able to look out over the world in con- 
cern and in prayer to God to help people 
who should have a lot more to be thankful 
for than he does. Are we able to see past 
our small cramped sphere of troubles into 
other problems? Are we thankful? 

This statement should also be a real in- 
centive to Christians to pray. This boy was 
not only concerned in others problems; he 
prayed for them! Africa needs our prayers. 
It needs our prayers desperately. 

I trust this expression of faith in the 
living God from a Christian school boy in 
Congo will inspire us to a more dedicated 
prayer life for the help in Congo, as well as 
needy people everywhere. 

Sincerely, 

Fremont A. Regier. 
Mukedi station, 
To Make Him Known 

I would like to greet you with the words 
of the Psalmist in Psalms 24:1, “the earth is 
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the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; the 
world, and they that dwell therein’. It seems 
appropriate at this season of the year that 
we should remember that the earth truly is 
the Lord’s even though so many reports we 
hear of the acts or actions of His creatures 
make us realize so vividly that there are 
many, many people in the world who do not 
own Him as Lord and Saviour. So our task 
of witnessing for Him shall never be finish- 
ed. And whether we are in Congo or Ameri- 
ca our missionary task is the same—to make 
Him known. 


This is the season of the year when we 
have lots of rain in Congo. It is also the 
time when medical work of all kinds seems 
to be more abundant. There are more sur- 
gical cases and more obstetric cases these 
months. There are physical examinations for 
all the school children. And there is the an- 
nual report for the government of our year’s 
activities. There have been trips to other 
stations the past few weeks and in Decem- 
ber our children will be home from school 
for a few weeks. There is never time to he 
lonesome. 


So as we are in the season of Thanksgiv- 
ing and Christmas let us not forget to en- 
umerate our blessings and to be truly thank- 
ful for them. Let us pray for each other and 
the tasks that face us in the future. Espe- 
cially we would ask for your prayers as we 
start the new year with its many problems 
and perplexities in working with our Afri- 
can brethren. Remember them in their food 
shortage problems. Remember us all as we 
strive to make salary adjustments for the 
new year. And remember us especially as 
we try to make Him known more widely. 
There. are few Africans who have not heard 
the Gospel message and some are becoming 
hardened to the Message even as you find 
them in America. 


Yours in His service, 


Merle and Dorothy Schwartz. 





Charlesville Station, 
“And the Word became flesh—,” 

Our many friends in C.I.M. had told us 
about Congo and its ways. We had heard 
about bananas and pineapple, about friendly 
Africans and sunshine, about diarrhea and 
language study. By the time we arrived here 
in mid-September we thought we knew 
quite a bit about Congo Life: But when 
these word-pictures became reality, when 
they became flesh, we became a part of the 
tension and joys of mission work. 

From the Bible narrative we gather that 
a few folks remembered the prophecy of 
Christ’s birth but they were overtaken by 
the event. The Word became flesh, and they 
were surprised. 

Here, when Christ becomes real in any 
man, we still marvel at the result. He is still 
dwelling among us. 

Sincerely in Christ, 
Melvin and Elfrieda Loewen 
and Family. 





Kandala Station 
Prophecy Come True 

Our High School Prophecy had it that, 
“Betty Quiring will be a missionary and 
superintendent.” At the time it seemed 
rather strange, but now it is quite clear. 
Such are my duties here at Kandala station. 
To say the least, they are interesting, fascin- 
ating, challenging and at times disgusting. 

Just what are the duties of a “directrice” 
in a native school? Briefly, it sums up to 
visiting the classes, keeping “tab” on the 
teachers, checking the daily lesson plans, 
planning the work period, giving exams and 
to have weekly meetings with the native 
teachers. 

Serious consideration is being centered on 
the native school children’s Christmas pro- 
gram. Our desire is that as the story of the 
Christ is proclaimed, many hearts may be 
touched by its message. “For to you is 


born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
who is Christ the Lord.” Thanks be to God 
for His worldwide gift. 
In Him, 
Betty M. Quiring. 


‘Charlesville Station 

“For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord.” Luke 2:11. 

After a years absence from the field it is 
with real joy that we grieet you this Christ- 
mas season from our home in Congo. It is 
with renewed vision and a renewed feeling 
of responsibility that we enter upon our 
second term of service to present the Christ- 
mas message to_our friends in the Congo. 
What a joy it is to be able to tell them of 
the Saviour too. There are many here in 
Congo that do not know the true meaning 
of Christmas and it is our privilege to tell 
them. 

We covet your prayers, that we may be 
found faithful in the work to which God has 
called us. Pray that many mey come to 
know the Babe who was born in Bethlehem’s 
manger as their own personal Saviour. 

’ Sincerely in (Christ, 
Harold and Gladys Graber and family. 


Banga Station 
Desire For Literature is Great 
Greetings from Banga. We just got home 
from the Christian Endeavor meeting. This 
was their fourth meeting of this year and 
it ‘was well attended. Eight speakers were 
on the program representing three cifferent 
tribes. Boys and girls both took part and 
there were also many special songs, one of 
them being quite original having. as its 
theme, “Thou, good Lord, we will not fail.” 
This week we made a short trip to visit 
some of the new subsidized schools. We 
were quite pleased with their. exercises, 
songs @nd the general appearance of the 
camps. Many new subsidized classes were 
started this year and the number of students 
enrolled have been very encouraging. On 
these visits, we have also sold many cate- 
chisms, Bible Memory booklets, Way of Sal- 
vation books and school supplies. We now 
have a total of 32 subsidized clesses. School 
on the station has also been encouraging. 
Hundreds of mango and citrus fruit trees 
have been planted and are taken care of by 
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their own selves to the Lord.” 


the students. The children have also planted 
much grass on the mission concession. Two 
new school units have been equipped with 
desks and are much appreciated. 

It has been very quiet at our house the 
last few months. Marilyn, Evelyn and Rusty 
are away to school at Kajiji and Carolyn is 
completing her senior year at Bluffton Col- 
lege. All are enjoying good health and 
school as well. We thank God that we are 
able to send them to a school where they get 
a good Christizn training. We covet your 
prayers and will be near to all of you at 
the Throne of Grace. May the Lord richly 
bless you as prayer warriors and stewards 
of His is our earnest prayer. 

Your co-workers in Him, 
Russell Schnell family. 


Kandala Station 


“.. first gave their own selves 
to the Lord” 

How often we have wondered what our. 
world would be like, and really it is your 
work also because we are your representa- 
tives, if we didn’t have so many of you 
praying for us daily. Thank you for your 
faithfulness! 

This morning it was my privilege to speak 
at our daily chapel service: and I was led 
to use II Corinthians 8:5. “. . . first gave 
In the clos- 
ing prayer one of our Christians thanked 
God because He had healed me and per- 
mitted me to return to serve Him. Yes, I 
too am grateful and my daily prayer is that. 
I may ever witness for Jesus in all things. 

We are happy for our new missionary, 
Betty Quiring, who has come to help us. in 
the school and with the music. 

Vernon spends a great deal of time at the 


other seven stations taking care of the book 


and school work, so I welcome specially the 
weekly mail days when I hear from some 
of you and our children. 

Our church? How weak in the faith are 
so many! Unless our outstation teacher- 
evangelists assume more responsibility we 
cannot hope to go forward. Pray much for 
them as they ploclaim the glorious Gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


“He comes to make His blessing flow, 
Far as the curse is found.” 
Your humble co-laborers in Jesus, 


Vernon and Lilly Sprunger. 
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Mutena Station 


Africans Ask Questions about 
Christmas Story! 


As the Christmas Season approaches we 
hear the Old, Old Story that grows more 
precious every year but this year the ques- 
tions that I have been asked about it are 
a bit different than those I’ve heard before. 
Was Jesus a white baby or a black baby? 
What is a manger? Did they have a whole 
house just for the animals in Bethlehem? 
Didn’t Mary and Joseph have any relatives 
in Bethlehem? Here in Africa, no matter 
how full your house is if a relative comes 
there is room for one more and if he brings 
his whole family there is room for that many 
more. So, to the African it is awful that 
no one would take them in. From this point 
you can show them that just as there was 
no room in the inn for Jesus as a baby 
there is no room in a heart crowded with 
sin for Jesus as the Christ. I pray that as 
the Christmas Season comes there will be 
many who will make room for the Saviour in 
their hearts. 

This has truly been a wonderful year and 
I have found the words in I Peter 3:12 very 
true. “The eyes of the Lord are over the 
rigtheous, and His ears are open unto their 
prayers.” 

May the Lord bless you with His richest 
blessings. 

In His Service. 
Donna Williams. 


Mutena Station 
“For unto YOU is born a Saviour!” 

We are grateful for the personal flavor 
of the Gospel message which focuses its 
promises and benefits upon “the least of one 
of these.’ That the almighty God should 
be so concerned over one poor lost sinner 
is an astonishing fact. 

Spiritual battles have been raging in our 
midst the past weeks as emphasis have been 
made to clean up hidden sins and a closer 
walk with the Lord has been stressed. A 
number of young people have found the 
grace to cast themselves upon the Lord 
pleading for his forgiveness. May they have 
the grace and strength to continue on the 
narrow way and be able to resist Satan and 
his alluring attractions. 

This afternoon two of our young men who 
will be attending Institute Biblique at 
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Tshikapa in preparation for a fuller Chris- 
tian service gave their testimonies as to 
how the Lord called them to be better pre- 
pared to serve Him. Mutangilai Norbert 
is the fiery “Peter” type while Mulumba 
Zekarie is the more reserved “Andrew” type. 
Please pray for these young men and their 
families as they launch out into deeper wa- 
ters for the Lord. 

May He that was “born king of the Jews” 
be truly crowned king of the many lives 
who profess Him during this Christmas sea- 
son. 

Yours to make the Good News known, 
Elmer and Esther Dick. 


Mukedi Station 
Christmas in Matshi in 1955 

Two days before Christmas we loaded a 
weekend supply of food, cooking utensils and 
sleeping accommodations into the blue panel. 
Agnes Lutke and Kidinda David, assistant 
pastor, went along to Matshi, a _ regional 
church and bumpy three-hour ride from 
Mukedi. 

The evening of the 23rd, many believers 
gathered for a service. At the close of the 
service we chose a cast of actors for the 
Christmas pageant to be acted out on Christ- 
mas Eve. However, at the actual presenta- 
tion some of the main characters did not 
show up and others had to be substituted. 
During the practice we were leary of the 
outcome. The angels just couldn’t seem to 
come in at the right time and the shepherds 
insisted on turning their back to the audi- 
ence. We wish you could have seen the pro- 
duction which was enacted as only Africans 
can do it. They are naturally dramatic. We 
had provided housecoats, bath robes, color- 
ful bedspreads and bright colored scarves for 
costumes. They made a stable of palm 
branches. 

The Innkeeper was a surly fellow who 
turned the desperate couple away in no un- 
certain terms. After Joseph pled for the 
fourth time he finally let them into his stable. 

The Shepherds came in followed by an 
elderly shepherd rigged up with a beard and 
a cane. They gathered around a real bonfire 
and as they visited they were surprised by 
the Heavenly messengers. 

The wise men came in singing, “We Three 
Kings’, following a shiny tin star which was 
pulled along a string close to the ceiling. The 


f 


choir sang several carols as the group gath- 
ered around the manger in adoration of the 
Christ Child. 

On Christmas morning we were awakened 
about daybreak by caroling groups of school 
children arriving from other villages. Some 
of them walked for several hours to get 
there. 

In the morning program each group had a 
special song. There were sixteen numbers in 
all. Following this there was a communion 
service in which 140 believers took part. 

After all these activities we returned to 
Mukedi, grateful to God for the enthusiasm 
of that group of believers who have so few 
contacts with missionaries. 

Edna and Ellis Gerber. 


Charlesville Station, 
Charlesville Staff largest in History! 

Christmas dinner will be served at our 
house this year and we expect a merry time 
with the largest staff in Charlesville his- 
tory. Two of our families, the Zooks and 
Loewens are well into their language study 
and will be ready to take over their full 
share in the work by next spring, at which 
time we and the Martens will leave for our 
furloughs. 

The oldest C.I.M. residence, built in 1916, 
has recently been rejuvenated to make it 
liveable for the Loewen family. Also, Har- 
old Grabers’ home has been changed some- 
what to give better light and ventilation and 
part of a veranda was made to serve as a 
bedroom. 

This month we are beginning work on four 
permanent classrooms 50 miles out from the 
station. This project is in keeping with the 
current C.ILM. plan of decentralization. The 
State is furnishing funds for these buildings 
as they too are working to build up schools, 
dispensaries, etc., in the rural areas. 

As you think of Christ’s birth this season 
will you pray that many more Congolese 
will come to know Him as their Lord and 
Saviour. 

Sincerely, 
Glenn Rocke. 


Ecole Belle Vue 

“O give thanks unto the Lord; for He is 

good: because his mercy endureth for ever.” 
It is with thanksgiving in our hearts for 


the way God has provided for us in the past 
few months. We had a very pleasant journey 
here to the Belgian Congo, and a fine recep- 
tion by all the missionaries. 

Five days after we arrived we began our 
teaching here at the school for mission- 
aries’ children. Thirty-four children are en- 
rolled from 2nd to 10th grades. Elmer teach- 
es 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grades, and Gloria 
teaches 20 piano lessons a week, three music 
classes and four sewing classes. There is a 
single lady who teaches 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
grades, and a young couple are the house- 
parents and teach high school. 

The work here is a real challenge for it 
is our desire to give them an education 
which will prepare them for the future. Per- 
haps some of these children will be future 
missionaries. The enrollment is expected to 
double by next year, which means we will 
need more teachers, more dormitory and 
classroom space. At present we have a nice 
chapel, two-room schoolhouse, a girls’ dorm 
and teacher’s house. We have plans for a new 
boys’ dorm to be built this spring if the 
funds come in. Would you pray with us 
about this as it is very important in the fu- 
ture of the school. 

The school is located in the most pleasant 
climate of all the Congo. We feel this is an 
ideal spot for it even though it is many 
miles from home for many of the children. 
The children get along very nicely together, 
We have not had much sickness among them. 
Spare time is filled with an hour of work a 
day and with crafts. 

As we have set up housekeeping here, we 
are reminded again and again of your kind- 
ness to us as we use the gifts many of you 
gave us before we left home. We are happy 
for everything we brought along as things 
do not last as long as they would at home, 
and one cannot run to the store to buy either 
since it is 260 miles away. 

The most recent news from the school is 
the arrival of our darling baby son. He was 
born November 8, and we named him David 
Albert. Darrel is growing to be a big boy 
and is taking the roll of big brother very 
nicely. 

May the Lord bless each of you as He has 
blessed us. We would appreciate hearing 
from you if you find time. 


Sincerely in Christ, 
Elmer, Gloria, Darrel and David Regier. 
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Kandala Station, 
New Medical Work Progressing ... 

Greetings with Phil. 4:13, “I can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth 
me.” This verse has been a great blessing to 
me especially during difficult times. 

Our maternity work, which is so very new, 
is increasing rapidly having had five new ba- 
bies yesterday and a busy month ahead. 

How grateful we are for our new hospital 
where we have room and light, and how we 
praise God for faithful medical helpers such 
as Ruth, Paulina and Esther. They have 
been a real blessing in the work with the 
mothers and babies. 

Several weeks ago we went to a nearby 
village for our first baby clinic in this area. 
The women seemed frightened at first and 
stayed quite a distance away, but it didn’t 
take long before they accepted us and we 
soon found ourselves asking them for more 
space to work. There are so many women and 
all need to be taught about Christ, our 
Saviour. The blessings are many when we 
spend time in the nearby village with the 
women, in special services bringing to them 
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I do not want to forget to thank Him for 
our new house. Betty Quiring and I have liv- 
ed in it for several weeks and enjoy it so 
much. My special thanks to all those who 
have helped build it. May the Lord bless each 
one of you. 

Kornelia Unrau. 


Mukedi Station 
Christmas Shopping! 

Only thirty-five more shopping days until 
Christmas! 

The Sears and Montgomery Ward cata- 
logues have been shuttled from house to 
house in order to get in early orders. Any 
available opportunity to go to a “white 
man’s” store is eagerly grasped, and of 
course, long lists of suggestions from the 
rest of the households on the station are 
freely donated to the ones going. Our 
shopping trip is made into the attic to the 
barrels where we dig a little deeper this 
second Christmas in Congo. There, protect- 
ed between two blankets, we found a lovely 
manger scene, a gift from one of our friends 
before we left home, and our thoughts went 
beyond shopping trips to the gift of God: 
His eternal Son. So whether ploughing 
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through crowds of shoppers or digging into 
barrels, we wish that your thoughts and ours 
will go beyond the gifts of our loved ones 
to God’s unspeakable Gift, who came that 
He might draw all men unto Himself. 
A joyous Christmas to you all, 
Earl and Ruth Roth, Yvonne and Loren 


Newton, Kansas 
Furloughs ... are they busy months? 

The month of July was spent on Tshikapa 
station making school reports, attending 
Teachers’ Institutes and having farewells. 
August 3, we boarded the plane at Tshikapa 
arriving in Chicago early Tuesday morning, 
August 7, where we ‘were met by the Drivers 
and Miss Rempel and entertained for a day 
at the C.IL.M. apartment. Then on August 
8, we boarded the train for Newton, Kansas, 
where a host of friends and relatives met 
us to welcome us to the homeland. We 
make our home in Newton, however, most 
of our days have been taken up with pre- 
senting the challenge of Congo in a great 
number of Churches in United States and 
‘Canada. 

Sandwiched in between Sundays have been 
midweek services, Mission Societies, Chil- 
dren’s and Young People’s Meetings, Family 
reunions, visits in homes, etc., ete. Let it 
not be forgotten that beside changing, feed- 
ing, and patrolling the twins, there have 
been “diaper rinse ’n ’ring” sessions every 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. 
Furlough leaves no dull moments, in fact, 
it leaves few moments. But we are enjoy- 
ing it immensely. 

Of Paul and Barnabas, after completing 
their first Missionary Journey, we read, “they 
rehearsed all that God had done with them, 
and how He had opened the door of faith 
unto the heathen.” Acts 14:27. We owe a 
real debt to our mothers who have sacri- 
ficially been “baby-sitting” to enable us to 
share with others what God has done in 
Congo. 

Yours for the Congolese, 
Abbie Ann and Waldo E. Harder. 


Christmas Plans for Kamayala Station 
We plan to have three meetings on Christ- 


mas Day. One on the station, one at Ka- 
hemba, the State Post seven miles away, and 
one at the Leper Colony, almost two miles 
away. In 1954, we had these meetings at 
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the same hour. Otherwise, there is such a 
big crowd here and there is no building large 
enough to accommodate the crowd. 

We hope to have revival meetings, just 
preceding Christmas. The new chapel> is 
to be dedicated during the holidays also. 

Will you pray with us that the Holy 
Spirit may speak to our hearts. We need 
revival in the church, and that many may 
come to know the Lord as their personal 
Saviour. if : 
Erma M. Birky. 


Nyanga Station 
What and How are You Giving this 


Christmas? — 
It is the middle of November, but plans 


for Christmas are already going forward in 
the Congo. Yesterday evening in -prayer 
meeting we ‘were reminded of the Christmas 
offering. Our African brother used the “Tri- 
umphal Entry” as his text, but made a good 
application and exhorted us to give joyfully. 
He remarked that when Jesus entered Je- 


rusalem everyone brought what he had and 


joyfully acclaimed Christ King—one fur- 
nished the colt, some brought flowers and 
palm branches, others spread their garments 
in the way. We, too, should give Him what 
we have ‘with joy in our hearts. 

We have given the responsibility of plan- 
ning and preparing our program this year 
into the hands of the African teachers in the 
Ecole de Moniteurs and Ecole: Preparatoire. 
It will be given before the: school children 
go home for vacation aul middle of Decem- 
ber: 

May the peace and joy of Christ reign in 
your hearts at Christmas. 


Frieda Guengrich. 


Kamayala Station 
Christmas Service .. . in new church! 
This year, aS never before, we at Ka- 
mayala station are all looking forward very 
much to the celebration of Christ’s birth- 
day, for we are expecting, at that time, 
to have our first service in the new per- 
manent church building. = While Larry 
Rempel, ot# missionary builder, was here the 
latter part of October, he finished the roof 
to it. However, much beneath the roof is 
still unfinished. Ben Eidse is working 
faithfully at this now. There is very great 
interest and enthusiasm in all the work 
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on it, as it goes forward towards completion, 
especially so, inasmuch as it has been so 
very long since we first started digging 
the foundation. for it. 

We expect to have a missionary from a 
neighboring mission station present for the 
dedication service then, which, if the weath- 
er is good, we expect will be the largest 
gathering in the history of Kamayala sta- 
tion. We trust that the service at that time 
will be a most blessed one, even as Christ’s 
birth was, when many will hear and re- 


ceive the tidings of great joy anew unto. 


their salvation. 

At Christ’s birth the audience of shepherds 
was a very small but ready one, and the 
preaching was done by a host of heavenly 
beings. The sermon was short but to the 
point. The choir was the finest ever heard. 
The result of the service was all to be de- 
sired of every Gospel service, for the shep- 
herds went at once to seek Christ. And after 
having found and believed in Him, they 
made known what had been told them, glori- 
fying and praising God for all the things 
that they had heard and seen. 

Joyful wishes in Christ, 
Victor Buck. 


Tshikapa Station 
Institute Biblique Opens Again! 

Christmas greetings in the Name of ‘Christ 
our Saviour! 

With temperatures in the 90’s, tropical 
rains in torrents nearly every afternoon and 
everything green and growing, it is a bit 
hard to think of sending Christmas greet- 
ings or planning for the celebration of the 
birth of Jesus. Our pastors sort of woke 
us up to the fact that the “holidays” were 
just around the corner. They have been 
wondering just how that new interest might 
be stimulated among the church members 
this year in the giving of their annual Christ- 
mas offering. Plans are underway in most 
of the regional center churches for pro- 
grams and pageants. 

‘November 5th marked the opening of the 
Bible Institute. Students are here from sev- 
en stations and represent three different 
languages. ‘Those of us who are teaching 
sometimes feel the need of “the gift of 
tongues.” Most Africans are very apt in 
learning a new dialect so we hope that soon 
the language will not be such a barrier. The 
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men from Kandala, Kamayala and Mukedi 
stations particularly need our prayers that 
they may not become discouraged while 
the going is a bit rough. At least one more 
student is expected to join the class in a 
few days and that will bring the number to 
twelve. We trust that as they walk with 
the Lord and study His word they will like 
the other Twelve, become true disciples. 

Weekends are devoted to practical work 
assignments and one hour each week is set 
aside for reports of the victories and prob- 
lems encountered. This past week they were 
especially enthusiastic about the services 
held in the military camp, jail, hospital and 
in nearby villages. This concentrated cen- 
ter of population at Tshikapa proves to be 
a real blessing as an outlet for service. 

We as a family are well. Esch day is a 
busy one and we are happy in the service 
of the King. Archie is spending quite a lot 
of time out in the territory checking the 
village schools and encouraging the small 
churches scattered throughout the area. 
Nancy is growing up—but not nearly fast 
enough to suit her. The big question is, 
“When will I be five years old?” Mother 
and Daddy never seem to have quite enough 
hours in the day or days in the month to 
get everything done, but growing up is such 
a long drawn out process for a four-year- 
old. 

Wishing you all real joy and blessings as 
you again celebrate the birth of the Saviour. 
We are depending on your prayers. 

Sincerely in Him, 
Archie, Irma and Nancy Graber 


Nyanga Station 
God’s Son Came to Save All Men 

Again the wheels of time have brought 
us to the happiest season of the year— 
‘Christmas. 

In the past year we enjoyed many a bless- 
ing. We have had joy and gladness in the 
work but also sorrow and} disappointment. 
We go forth with faith and hope, remem- 
bering God’s Son came to save all men. 


“Remember how God’s Son was born to 
share man’s grief and sorrow, 

Till his bright star again shines forth upon 
some bright tomorrow. 

When mankind free from toil and pain a 
peaceful world can share 

A, world redeemed from human ills by God’s 
all loving care. 
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And may the joys of such a world be yours 
this Christmastide 
May peace and health be yours today, and, 
with you, through the years abide.” 
Selma Unruh. 


Missionaries on Furlough: 
Peter and Gladys Buller, James and Jeannette 
Mountain Lake, Minnesota. 
(Peter will study in Brussels three months 
returning to the States to accompany 
Gladys and the children to Congo in June, 
1957). 
Lois Slagle, R.N. 
Pioneer Ohio. 
(Plans to return to Congo in April, 1957). 
Arthur and Martini Janz, Larry, Mark and 
Joanne. Steinbach, Manitoba, Canada. 
Lena Friesen, R.N. 
Jansen, Nebraska 
Waldo and Abbie Harder, Carolyn, David, 
Priscilla, Paul and Timothy. 
503 East 6th St. 
Newton, Kansas. 
George and Justina Neufeld and Loren Ray 
Inman, Kiensas 
Irena Liechty 
(arrived November 5, for her first furlough) 
Bierne, Indiana 


Recent arrivals on the field: 

Melvin and Elfrieda Loewen, Gerald, Bar- 
hara and Margaret Joy. 
Charlesville station 

Allan and Selm2 Wiebe, Marilyn, Ruth, Janet 
and Gordon . 
Tshikapa station 

Elmer and Gloria Regier and Darrel 
Ecole Belle Vue, Kajiji station 

James and Jeanne Diller, Collette and Janelle 
Brussels, Belgium 


Levi and Eudene Keidel, Paul, Priscilla, 
Perry and Ruth 
Banga station 

Wilbert Neuenschwander, I-W missionary 


Mutena station 
Fanny Schmallenberger 
Tshikapa, station. 


Accepted Candidates: 

Charles and Geraldine Sprunger, students at 
Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Chicago, [1]. 

Richard and Gladys Steiner, students at 
Biblical Seminary, New York, New York 

Arnold and Elaine Regier, farming and 
teaching at Mountain Lake, Minnesota 

Sue Schmidt 
Abbotsford, British Columbia, Canada 

Mary Hiebert, R.N. 

Steinbach, Manitoba, Canada 

Margaret Friesen, R.N., student at Grace 
Bible Institute, Omaha, Nebraska 

Births: 

Charity Helen, born October 28, to Ben and 
Helen Eidse, Kamayala station. . Two sis- 
ters, Faith and Hope. 

David, born November 8, to Elmer and 
Gloria Regier, Kajiji station. One brother, 
Darrel. . ; 
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THE CHALLENGE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
IN CONGO 


The Belgian Congo today marches past a 
fork in the road. One arm points to a god- 
less materialistic yet modern civilization, 
and the other arm points to the Christ of 
Calvary. It is Christ who can give meaning, 
spiritual direction, and Life to a people who 
have sat in pagan darkness for generations 
and are suddenly being faced with all that 
western civilization has to offer—both good 
and bad. 


The one work which best suggests what 
exists in the African mind today is “confu- 
sion’’—spiritual, mental, social and moral 
confusion. This confusion in the African is 
due to the shock of an encounter of paganism 
and western civilization. It is typified ‘in the 
case of the Africans who recently were 
found buying hair oil which they used as a 
spread for their African bread. But Congo’s 
spiritual confusion is no less great. 


Into this confused African scene Christ 
has planted his Church. This Church of 
Christ in Congo moves forward as a pillar 
of fire in a darkened land leading Africans to 
Life and Light in Christ. In the Church lies 
Congo’s hope of the future. The task of the 
Congo Inland Mission is only one, that of 
building the Church of Christ in Congo. 


But how shall this Church be built? Before 
Christ left his disciples he gave them ex- 
plicit instructions for this task. In Matthew 
28:19-20 we find at least a partial answer to 
the above question when we read: “Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you.” We see that basic to 
Christ’s thinking when he thought of the 
task of world evangelism was the ministry 
of Christian Education, for twice in this 
“sreat commission” we find the command to 
teach. The ministry of teaching was to pre- 
cede baptism, and it was to follow baptism. 
The basic challenge of Christian Education 


lies then in following Jesus’ parting com-. 


mand to us, to the end that his Church may 
be established and built. 


Let us look at actual work on the Congo 
field to see how this building of Christ’s 
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Church by the ministry of Christian teach- 
ing is being carried out. A people who for 
hundreds of generations has been engulfed in 
paganism need a prolonged teaching contact 
with God’s work enabling the Holy Spirit to 
work conviction in their hearts and leading 
them to saving faith in Christ. And when 
they are Christians, they need to know how 
to read so they can study God’s Word for 
themselves to promote their spiritual growth. 
Furthermore they need a basic Christian 


Education so they can become responsible . 


members of the community, making an ac- 
tive contribution to the Church and its work. 
Imagine what our American churches would 
be like if none of its members could read or 
write. In Congo the place of the Church in 
training its people becomes all the more in- 
portant when we realize that in Congo there 
is no public school system such as we en- 
joy. Education has been left in the hands of 
the Church by the government. 


Basic then to our plan for the task of evan- 
gelization and the establishment of the 
Church in Congo is the sending out of train- 
ed Christian African teachers into the hun- 
dreds of villages in our C.I.M. territory. 
These men are the cutting edge of the 
Church in the work of evangelization. They 
stay in a given community for months and 
even years daily teaching the Word of God 
to its people, endeavoring to lead them to a 
knowledge of Christ. 


The missionary himself could not in a 
thousand life times accomplish this task of 
evangelism because he is only one and the 
communities engulfed in paganism are num- 
bered by the hundred. Christian Education 
in the Congo presents a vital challenge be- 
cause it presents a workable plan for the 
evangelization of the 600,000 congolese in our 
territory in the foreseeable future. By hav- 
ing the African himself undertake this min- 
istry of teaching the Word the potential of 
the individual missionary is multiplied a 
hundred fold. Though the task is far from 
finished and there are yet hundreds of un- 
touched villages there are about 20,000 chil- 
dren and young people who daily attend our 
Christian schools where they hear taught 
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Miss Short, teachers in training at Nyanga 
Station, and Rev. Buller 


the Word of God. And this ministry has al- 
ready brought results. Of the 1,500 people 
which were baptized in 1955, for example, at 
least 90% were saved while attending our 
Christian C.I.M. schools. 


This ministry of Christian Education in 
the Congo presents a second challenge to all 
of us—that of training young congolese for 
this vital task of evangelism through teach- 
ing. If we fail here the evangelistic effort 
of the Church of Christ in Congo will be 
crippled. But if under God we produce a 
corps of consecrated teachers who will go 
forth faithfully presenting Christ as they 
serve as Christian leaders in their communi- 
ty, the evangelization of our territory is 
assured. 


There are now four Christian teacher 
training schools established in the Congo In- 
land Mission. The writer has had the privi- 
lege of teaching in one of these, the Ecole 
de Moniteurs at Nyanga station. This school, 
established in 1954, is a secondary level 
school which serves students from all our 
stations as well as from the American Men- 
nonite Brethren Mission. A four year course 
is taught. This year with three classes in 
session, there are fifty-three students and a 
staff of four teachers—two Africans and two 
missionaries. 


To live and work with these young men 
who are preparing to be leaders of their own 
people is a challenge not surpassed in any 
area of mission work. Throughout the years 
we have come to see each student as an in- 
dividual who has a potential for serving 
Christ and the Church in the years to come. 
On one occasion the students told me in the 
course of a class period: “Remember you are 
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our father, and we will do exactly as you 
are doing when we leave school.” The chal- 
lenge could not be more clearly stated. If 
we today are faithful in living Christ be- 
fore them, they will multiply our ministry in 
years to come as they live and proclaim 
Christ to their brethren in future years. 


These young men have keen minds that 
are aS capable of learning as any American 
young people. One has oratorical ability. An- 
other is a scholar. Another is gifted musical- 
ly. Still another has artistic talent. Others 
have special interest in science and litera- 
ture. Each with the ability that God has 
given him is preparing to serve Christ and 
the Church. 


The classroom reveals the spiritual strug- 
gles, hopes and aspirations of these young 
Africans. Here for instance are a few ques- 
tions heard in the classroom. “Why is it that 
you don’t fear witchcraft and we still do?” 
“Are the spirits of the dead able to harm 
us.” “Why don’t Africans make great inven- 
tions like white people?” ‘‘Why do you white 
people who claim to have a civilization su- 
perior to ours kill each other by the thou- 
sands in war?” “What makes missionary 
women so willing to obey their husbands?” 
“Why is it that some people have spiritual 
power and others seem so dead and power- 
less.” 


Pray for these young men in our Chris- 
tian training schools. The evangelization of 
the territory which God has entrusted into 
the Congo Inland Mission is dependant upon 
their consecrated service for Christ in the 
years ahead. Pray also that God will reveal 
to you your part in this ministry of building 
his Church through Christian Education. 
God calls through Christian Education. God 
calls all of us to prayer for this educational 
ministry. Some of us have the privilege of 
going to Congo to work in our Christian 
schools where we see the Church of Christ 
in Congo established and growing as a par- 
tial result of the educational ministry. To 
others God grants the privilege of sharing in 
this soul-thrilling task by giving of our 
money for its support. As we shoulder our 
task let us remember the Word of Christ to 
us saying: “Moreover it is required of a 
stewart that he should be found faithful. 


by Nyanga Missionary, 
Rev. Peter Buller. 
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MORE PERSONAL MESSAGES ... 
Charlesville Station, 
Second Generation Missionary Speaks 
A year is almost past and we find our- 
selves praising God again for the many vic- 
tories He has given. The completion of the 
medical requirements and language study 
in Belgium, the trip to Congo, the training 
period of six weeks in lower Congo, the 
two months at Mukedi station in the Medi- 
cal work and language study and then the 
move to Charlesville—all these events have 
brought us into closer contact with the peo- 
ple to whom we have come with the Gospel. 
The medical work here at Charlesville 
keeps us busy. I have been having about 3 
surgical cases a week and have helped Dr. 
Martens on others. The afternoons are spent 
in Tshiluba language study. Somehow our 
days are full. I teach two classes a week 
and Jeanne teaches two as well as helping 
at the hospital on surgical days. We have 
had many interesting experiences and can 
see God’s blessing on our lives and work— 


He still is a+ miracle working God! We 
thank you for your prayers, support and 
letters. 


Becky is well since her dog bite. She 
had a series of 16 injections of serum into 
the abdomen to prevent rabies. These made 
her irritable and nervous but she seems 
more relaxed! now end is her jolly self again. 

We anticipate a greater participation in 
the work with the completion of language 
study. Remember this study period in your 
prayers as we feel a definite need of Divine 
help in learning to speak Tshiluba fluently. 

May you have a blessed Christmas Siezson 
and a fruitful happy new year. 

Sincerely yours 
John and Jeanne Zook and Becky 


Kamayala Station 
Faith. Hope ... and Charity! 

We have good news to report. Charity 
Helen came to live with us on Sunday, Oc- 
tober 28. Hope and Faith are thrilled over 
their new baby sister. I felt so strong and 
well after Charity came and it must have 
been for a purpose. She was only two 
days old when Rev. Gruetter died, and the 
amount of planning and preparation that 
had to be done just couldn’t have been done 
if I had not been well. We certainly have 
learned to appreciate the natives in a new 
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way. Their love and sympathy shown at 
this time is tremendous. Mrs. Gruetter has 
been such a great testimony to the natives 
at this time. She was so composed and cer- 
tainly proved to the natives the Grace of 
God through an experience such as the un- 
expected going Home of her husband. We 
have spent a blessed three months with the 
Gruetters, working together in full harmony. 
Now there seems to be a gap in our fellow- 
ship. 

You would be thrilled to see Max, Jr., 
914 years old, look after his mother. He is 
only a boy, but once during the memorial 
service I noticed his mother reprimanding 
him, foy fidgeting and a few minutes later 
when Mrs. Grutter couldn’t keep back her 
tears, Max, Jr., put his arms around her 
shoulders to comfort her. That evening he 
prayed the Lord to make him strong and 
help him to comfort 2nd help his mother. 
The following morning he said to his mother, 
“Now I know what the Lord wants of me. 
He wants me to come to Congo and go in 
the villages like my father did.’ Pray for 
Mrs. Grutter and her three children. 

We are planning for the church dedication 
for ‘Christmas following a week of revival 
meetings. Pray for us. 

Sincerely, 
Benny and Helen Eidse and 
three girls. 


Pioneer, Ohio 
What are we Building in Congo? 

Eight months of my furlough will soon 
have passed—eight enjoyable months. To 
be home again is a happy experience, home 
with its comforts and with the delights of 
fellowshipping with loved ones once more. 

It is good to “get down off the ladder” for 
ia little while and stand a few miles from 
our work—the work of our hands in Con- 
go—and look at it carefully. It gives one 
a new perspective. Siometimes we get too 
busy with our spiritual building in Congo. 
There is so much to be done, we feel, and 
so little time in which to accomplish it. 
Our lives are often too crowded with action. 
This furlough has helped me to get a new 
view of the edifice we are seeking to build 
in Congo. 

The speedometer on the Ford which I have 
been driving has recorded over 12,000 miles 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Tuesday morning, October 30, Brother 
Gruetter was in chapel like usual when on 
the station, following which he returned to 
the house. Soon efter school was well in 
session, I went to the house to discuss with 
him some of the questions of the work and 
found him in good spirits. He had returned 
from the east side of the Kwilu River the 
day previous where he had taken charge of 
a regioual meeting and also hadi visited sev- 
eral schools. He gave a good report of his 
experiiences and was enthusiastic about the 
work, even more so than often. While we 
were still busy talking, Ben Eidse joined us, 
and soon inquired if Max were willing to 
take the pick-up and get some water for the 
industrial work. (Rain had been lacking 
for ten days, so water had to be hauled.) 
Max never refused work, and now also re- 
sponded enthusiastically in the affirmative. 
He left the station about 8:30 a.m. to return 
only in a coma. 

Hans and Doris accompanied their father 
to the river, and some workmen went also 
to load the drums of water. The children 
report their father having picked flowers 
with them while the water was being load- 
ed. On the way back he became ill, for he 
went to the side of the road several times. 
Hans remembered having asked his father 
why he was driving so poorly, and later also 
must have called out in fright that he would 
hurt them. But each time there was no 
response from the father. About one 
half mile from the station he again went to 
the side of the road, and Hans reports tell- 
ing him that he would tip over, but again 
no response. If the car came to a stop of 
itself, or if the brakes were applied, no one 
knows, but we found it off the road to the 
right side in the loose dirt. It was left with 
the right wheels well on the bank beside 
the road, but not dangerously so. The switch 
key was turned off, evidently shut off by 
Max himself. But he had left it in high 
gear. Hans reports that his father laid his head 
on his arms on the steering wheel. Soon the 
Africans came and laid his head back, and 
they report that he began foaming at the 
mouth a bit very soon. They came to the 
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Rev. and Mrs. Max Gruetter, Max Jr., 
Doris and Hans 


station to call for help, and others took him 
from the car and started carrying him in. 
Emergency treatment was given immediately 
by Sr. Berta Mangold, and he was rushed 
to the hospital. Although he still breathed 
fairly regularly, though very slowly, when 
they left the station, his pulse was very 
poor. In fact the heart seemed only to flutter 
rather than beat. The doctor gave edditional 
injections and oxygen, but he never respond- 
ed. It was 10:00 a.m. when the report 
came to us of his illness, and at about 12:30 
noon he passed on to his reward. 

The doctor says that the death was almost 
certainly caused by thrombosis. He had 
struggled as for breath during the time that 
he was at the hospital. Later though, he 
had such a peaceful appearance that Doris 
said when she saw him in the bed at the 
hospital, “Come, let’s go now. Father will 
come home also when he feels better.” 

Following official business at Kahemba in 
the afternoon, I went to Kajiji to get Maxlie, 
their 91% year old son. Ben took charge of 
making a coffin. The State put men to 
dig the grave, which is beside that of the 
official which died at Kahemba some years 
ago. 

Since the first report of his illness came 
to us 45 minutes before our C.I.M. broadcast, 
I reported what I knew to the other stations 
immediately. We also arranged for a special 
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Rev. Max Gruetter at 1956 Field 
Missionary Conference 


broadcast to be at 1:00 o’clock, and it was 
just at that time that folks returned friom 
Kahemba with the word of his passing. So 
all the stations heard of the sad incident 
within a very short time. Representatives 
from all stations immediately set out for 
Kamayala, and were here in good time for 
the funeral services Wednesday noon. 

At 12:00 noon on Wednesday, October 31, 
we had a service here at Kamayala with a 
short message by one of the pastors (Mark) 
in Kikwango and by Ben in Chokwe. A 
special number in Kikwango was sung by 
the Friesens and Miss Dick from Kafumba. 
Anne Jantzen played a series of hymns for 
prelude and postlude. Following that serv- 
ice all the missionaries and many Africans 
went to K2hemba for the burial. His body 
was not brought to the station, but taken 
from the hospital to the cemetery for burial 
at 2:00 pm. All State officials present at 
the post attended the brief service of which 
Vernon Sprunger took charge. He _ also 
brought a brief message in French, the 
Wiebes and we sang, “Face to Face,’ in 
French and then Brother Friesen brought an- 
other short message in Kikwango. Vernon 
read a short obituary, and following prayer, 
burial proceeded. When all were back at 
Kiamayala the missionary group gathered in 
the Gruetter home for another brief service 
where Uncle Frank Enns brought a message, 
words of comfort were spoken by others 
present, a duet number was rendered, and a 
short season of prayer was held. 
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Mrs. Gruetter is bearing up well under the 
strain so far and she deeply appreciates the 
intercessory prayers of fellow missionaries 
and friends. We ask you to continue to 
pray for her and the three children, es- 
pecially during these coming days when de- 
cisions will have to be made concerning the 
immediate future. 

—By Kamayala Missionary, 
Rev. John B. Jantzen 


(Ed. Note)—Rev. and Mrs. Gruetter and 
their three children were from Switzer- 
land. They have spent two terms jas mis- 
sionaries in Belgian Congo serving in the 
Kikwit and Wemba-Luadi areas under 
U.T.M. When U.T.M. dissolved their work 
in Congo the Gruetters made application to 
iC.I.M. and joined the Congo Inland Mission 
family in April, 1956. They have worked 
faithfully since then at Kamayala station, 
where Rev. Gruetter was particularly active 
in the outstation evangelistic work. 


PERSONAL MESSAGES ... 


(Continued from page 14) 

of highway traveled. A good many of those 
miles I have journeyed in the good company 
of Eldora Rempel in visiting various church- 
es scattered from the Dakotas in the North 
to Tiennessee in the South. We were grate- 
ful for the Lord’s protection on the high- 
ways. The only car trouble we had was 
running out of gas; and one could hardly 
blame that failure on the car. The drivers 
came in for that censure. 


Our contact with Christian friends in these 
various places has been a source of new in- 
spiration and encouragement to me. When 
I return to the field I shall not forget the 
devotion and consecration to the missionary 
task which we saw in some of the homes 
we visited. 


The knowledge that you are praying for 
the work and us workers will help me to 
face difficulties and keep on higher ground. 

I am looking forward to the joy and fes- 
tivity of a Holiday Season in America and 
to the enjoyment of those pleasures with my 
family. Thanks be to God for His Un- 
speakiable Gift which makes all this possible. 

Sincerely in Him, 
Lois Slagle. 
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THE PRINCE OF PEACE 
Dr. Milo A. Rediger 


In the prophecy of Isaiah, a number of 
names are given to the Messiah who was to 
come in the fullness of time. One of the 
most attractive and significant of those 
names is Prince of Peace. It was especially 
appealing to the Israelites who were so often 
at war with their enemies and were so often 
taken into bondage. The thought of a deliver- 
er, upon whose shoulders the government 
would rest and of whose peace there would 
be no end was especially welcome. 

“For unto us a child is born unto us a son 
is given; and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder; and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of his government and peace there 
shall be no end upon the throne of David 
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to es- 
tablish it with judgment and with justice 
from henceforth even forever.” Isaiah 9:6, 7. 

Prophecies of this kind usually have a 
double reference; they have an application to 
the time in which they were given and also 
a future reference. In some cases, the future 
aspect of the prophecy has, again, a double 
reference. In this case, there seems to be 
application both to the first advent of the 
Messiah and to the final consummation of the 
age. The significant references here are to 
the periods of time in which the Messiah is 
to be revealed, the person who is to be the 
Messiah, and the power which is to be re- 
vealed in Him. 

The Periods: The Fulness of Time 

For a complete exposition of these verses, 
it is necessary, of course, to consider them 
in their context, the verses which precede 
and follow. Accordingly, the period referred 
to is one of darkness, a darkness which em- 
phasizes the need for a Messiah. The day in 
which Isaiah gave forth this prophecy was 
such a period. The people were practicing 
the forms and ceremonies of religion but 
their hearts were far from the Lord. They 
did not know the true meaning of their 
Scriptures nor of the law of God. And so it 
was in the days of the first coming of Christ. 
John, the forerunner of Christ, preached to 
a “generation of vipers,” who were sadly in 
need of repentance and fleeing from the 
“wrath to come.” When Jesus was born, it 
was a Roman governor who reminded the 
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chief priests of the Jews that their Scrip- 
tures predicted the coming of a Messiah, 
with some information as to when and where 
he would come. Later, when Jesus had enter- 
ed His public ministry, He challenged the 
Jews to identify Him by reference to their 
Scriptures. “Search the Scriptures,” He said, 
“for in them ye think ye have eternal life, 
and they are they which testify of me.” In 
short, if the Jews had known and under- 
stood the Scriptures and perused them for 
their true meaning, they could not have fail- 
ed to recognize Christ as the Messiah. But it 
was a period of darkness, spiritual darkness 
in the world, into which Jesus came. 

Not only did Jesus come to bring light in a 
period of darkness, but He came to bring life 
in a period of death. It was the period of the 
Roman conquest of the world. There was 
death by wars, death by brutal slavery and 
death by poverty and disease; all of this in 
addition to spiritual death. How thankful we 
should be for Him, Light and Life of the 
world, for He came to dispel the darkness 
and conquer death; and we are the bene- 
ficiaries of His abundant provisions. 

The Person: The Son of God 

“Unto us a child is born.” This speaks of 
the human Jesus who, though He was God, 
came into the world in the same manner as 
others are born. He had even less than 
average comforts and conveniences, and per- 
haps less than a fair share of ordinary love 
and appreciation from the human standpoint. 
Although as a child He came in the natural 
way, there was nevertheless a _ significant 
difference between His birth and that of an 
ordinary human being. And yet, this differ- 
ence lay in a realm which was not obvious 
or evident to the ordinary observer. In the 
Scriptures we are told that the child which 
was born of the Virgin was “conceived of 
the Holy Spirit.’ When He came, incarnate 
in human flesh and blood, He laid aside His 
divine glory, but it did not change the fact 
of His deity. He was the Son of God. 

“Unto us a Son is given.” As a child, He 
was born after the fashion of humanity; as 
a Son, He was given to humanity. On many 
occasions, He referred to Himself as “the 
Son of Man” but when His authority and 
His kingship were challenged He said, “I am 
the Son of God.” In His life and and in His 
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death, those who observed Him carefully and 
who received an insight into His character 
testified, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of 
the living God,” and, “Truly, this man was 
the Son of God.” And many down through 
the centuries who have learned about the 
historical human Jesus have come to know 
Him as the divine Son of God. Truly, He 
is Jesus, the Son of Man, and as surely, 
Christ, the Son of God. Hence, as Jesus 
Christ, He became and is today the Savior 
who is able to reconcile man to God and 
thus to realize in us the potentialities and 
the fulfillment of our true spiritual nature. 
The Power: All Power in Heaven and Earth 

Only a few even so much as suspected that 
the little babe of Bethlehem’s manger was 
the Potentate of all the earth King of kings 
and Lord of lords. There was no earthly 
pomp or dignity, no material wealth or hu- 
man royalty connected with the advent of 
Jesus. . 

And yet, as a mere lad of twelve years, he 
was able to confound the doctors by His in- 
telligent questions and wise answers relative 
to matters of universal significance. Later, 
when He came in contact with those who 
were victims of poverty and disease, He 
was able to supply their needs and restore 
them to health. When the chief priests and 
Pharisees sought to trap Him in His words, 
He put them to silence with the discreetness 
and finality of His answers. He commanded 
the winds and the waves when they would 
have swallowed up the ship in which He 
and His disciples had taken passage. And 
when His enemies sought to condemn Him, 
He overcame them with His few well-chosen 
words and His overwhelming silence. 

Today this Christ is still able to meet 
every human need. He is able to save to the 
utmost all who come unto God by Him. The 
power of the elements and of man’s inven- 
tions is His. The power of the steam engine, 
of the gas-driven mechanism, and of the 
electric motor is His. The power of the thun- 
derstorm is His. The power of the physician 
to heal, the psychiatrist to reconcile con- 
flicts—all is His. Atomic power is His; would 
that men recognize this in their use of it! 

Surely it is fitting that we celebrate the 
birthday of Him into Whose hands all pow- 
er in heaven and earth has been given. His 
power to save and redeem the human spirit 
and body is ours today; the fruition and re- 
alization of His universal power will be re- 
vealed in the tomorrows. 


Fernard’s Plight 

Fernard was born in 1949. His father, 
at the time, was attending teacher training 
school. at Mukedi. In 1953, his father was 
chosen to attend Institute Biblique at 
Tshikapa. One fall day the family moved to 
Tshikapa. Fernard soon learned that the 
children in this new area were speaking a 
different language. He and his brothers, 
however, soon found new friends and it was 





Fernard and his friends 


not long before they were speaking Tshiluba 
just like the other boys and girls. 

They had not been at Tshikapa very long 
when Fernard took seriously ill with bwaki. 
I visited them one day and found Fernard 
sitting on a little stool, his feet were badly 
swollen, his hair was almost white, end his 
eyes hurt, he said. His father and mother 
were sad, wondering if they would lose their 
boy. Fernard got sick because he did not 
have proper food and he must drink much 
milk in order to get well again. Fernard 
was obedient and after a few months he 
began to improve and slowly regain his 
health. 

The next year, in October, something hap- 
pened that Fernard will never forget. Late 
one afternoon a big storm came and took 
the tin roof completely off the house they 
were living in. The rain c2me pouring down 
on them. Again, the Lord wonderfully pro- 
tected and spared Fernard’s life. 

The months were passing swiftly and it 
was now the time of his father’s graduation. 
Fernard and his brothers were all excited— 
there was to be a banquet and the children 
were invited too. All would have gone 
well for Fernard at the banquet if only he 
could have used his fingers as he was ac- 
customed to doing, but eating noodles and 
beef with these strange tools beside his plate 
was really quite something. The peas too 
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Semi-Annual Board Meeting 


By Executive Secretary, H. A. Driver 


All but two of the board members ‘were 
present at Calvary Memorial Church in Chi- 
cago for the Semi-annual meeting on October 
9, 1956. Rev. A. E. Kreider and Rev. H. H. 
Dick, both of whom have served on the 
board and Executive Committee for many 
years, were not able to attend. Rev. Richard 
Diemer, representing the E.M.C. Conference, 
attend his first board meeting. Rev. Die- 
rner is the successor to former President of 
the Board, Albert Neuenschwander. 

Rev. Abe Unger of Lorette, Manitoba, Can- 
ada, representing the Evangelical Mennonite 
Church of Canada (Kleine Gemeinde) and 
Rev. John Thiessen, Executive Secretary 
of the General Conference Mennonite Board 
of Foreign Missions, reported on his im- 
pressions and suggestions for C.I.M. as he 
saw it on his visit early in the year. 

The Women’s Auxiliary Board sat with the 
regular board for some discussions and also 
had their own sessions for planning and re- 
ports. 

Approximately sixty pastors andi ‘Christian 
workers from the constituency were present 
and joined in the counsels and discussions. 

‘Candidates who gave their testimonies and 
submitted to questioning presenting them- 
selves for missionary service were: Charles 
and Geraldine Sprunger, Richard and Gladys 
Steiner, Melvin and Martha Claassen, Arnold 
and Elaine Regier and Mary Hiebert. Cre- 
dentials had been circulated and preliminary 
studies made of each candidate by the Ex- 
ecutive Committee prior to the board meet- 
ing. Their respective conferences had 
also passed on their doctrinal and spiritual 
fitness and recommended them to the C.1.M. 
Board. All seven of the candidates were 
advanced to the status of missionary with 
the understanding that their appointments 
will be made by the Executive Committee 
as their preparation is completed and funds 
are available for their passage and support. 

Budget goals were considered and adopted 
for various purposes as follows: Missionary 
allowances, $108,835.08; passage to and from 
the field, $35,660.00; extra allowance for study 
in Belgium, $6,300.00; field budget for the 
regular services of the mission, $40,000.00; 
special needs such as buildings, transporta- 
tion and new projects, $20,000.00; home ad- 
ministration and promotion, including the 
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‘Congo Messenger, $15,000.00. Each confer- 
ence or supporting group will endeavor to 
raise their proportionate sharie of the funds 
according to the number of missionaries they 
have commissioned to the field. 

Executive Secretary of C.I.M. is a new 
office created by the new constitution. The 
office was formerly known as Corresponding 
Secretary-Treasurer. Now the Executive 
Secretary acts as assistant treasurer doing 
the actual bookkeeping and office detail con- 
nected with receiving and disbursing funds, 
but under the direction of and counsel with 
the treasurer elected by the Board. Dr. S. 
F. Pannabecker is the board member elected 
treasurer. H. A. Driver is the Executive 
Secretary andi Assistant Treasurer appointed 
by the board for a term of three years. 
Eldora Rempel was appointed administrative 
assistant to the Executive Secretary and the 
board. Mrs Eleanor Dick is the office secre- 
tary and C.I.M. hostess. Checks and gifts 
should be made simply to Congo Inland Mis- 
sion. The address of the American office 
and International Headquarters continues 
as 4610 South Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago 
15, Illinois. 

Dr. Ira W. Moomaw, Executive Secretary 
of Agricultural Missions, Inc., was a special 
invited guest since two candidates, Arnold 
Regier and Melvin Claassen, have had train- 
ing for agricultural mission work. Dr. 
Moomaw, who has served many years as a 
missionary in India serving with rural peo- 
ple, describe agricultural missions as the 
activity of presenting the Gospel of ‘Christ 
to rural people in their way and by such 
means as will open their hearts to salvation. 
He suggested four approaches in this work: 
(1) The rural evangelist who has agricultural 
training as his background (2) the mission 
farm; (3) agriculture teaching in connection 
with training schools; and (4) extension serv- 
ice similar to that of the Christian county 
agent. He also spoke of the motivation of 
the missionary and the integration of his 


. program in the whole life of the church. The 


board authorized the administrators to pro- 
ceed with plans to send out these candidates 
and for their future work. Pray definitely 
for divine guidance and wise planning for 
this new phase of work. 

Ninety active missionaries on the field 
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or on furlough caused renewed reason tor 
praise to our Heavenly Father for answering 
prayers for workers. The board members 
and all present joined together again in a 
solemn pledge of dedication to our God 
given task and to be faithful in praying 
for each other and in supporting the work 
financially. Recent kodachrome slides, of 
most of the missionaries, taken at the 
August Field Conference, were shown during 
the period of dedication and consecration 
which was closed with prayer by Brother 
Thiessen. 


FERNARD’S PLIGHT 
(Continued from page 18) 
had a way of all rolling off his fork before 
he got them to his mouth. He marvelled at 
how the missionary children cleared their 
plates so fast. This was a new experience 
for him but he made the best of it. 

Fernard’s parents were much looking for- 
werd to returning to Mukedi to live with 
friends and relatives, but to Fernard, 
Tshikapa was home, and he would rather 
have stayed. However, the day came when 
he had to say good-bye to his friends and 
return with his parents to Mukedi. 

When he arrived at Mukedi he had an- 
other language adjustment. His first Sunday 
in children’s church he went home to tell, 
his parents he couldn’t understand what 
the teacher was saying. He also had to 
find new friends. All this made him a bit 
unhappy at first. Fernard had also not yet 
fully recovered from his illness. Each day 
you would see him going, his little cup in 
hand, to the missionary veranda for his milk. 

Fernard and his brothers spent much time 
playing with their two dogs they brought 
from Tshikspa. One day when Fernard was 
romping and playing with the dog, the dog 
tripped him. He fell and hurt his leg badly. 
They took him to the hospital and the doctor 


‘them. Christmas day arrived. 


said, the leg is broken, and must be put in 
a cast. The days in bed that followed were 
hard for Fernard. At first he had much 
pain. After he was feeling better it was 
hard for him to sit at home and watch the 
other children play. Fernard had no color- 
ing books, jig-saw puzzles, or toys to occupy 
his time with and each day the temptation to 
walk became greater until he could stand it 
no longer. Fernard disobeyed. He walked 
and a bit more each d2y. As a result the 
doctor had to postpone the date for removing 
the cast. If you asked Fernard, he would 
tell you what was hardest was that Christ- 
mas came those days he had to be in bed. It 
was going to be a big day in children’s 
church. The children were practicing Christ- 
mas songs and memorizing verses and were 
excited about the new clothes they would 
wear, and some were even going to wear new 
shoes. How Fernard wished he could join 
Fernard’s 
brothers hurried through the morning meal 
and dressed in new outfits, father reminding 
them all not to forget their Christmes of- 
fering. Soon everybody was off to church 
and Fernard was alone with his mother. 
He had been pretty brave through it all but 
now big tears rolled down his cheeks, and 
he cried andi cried. After an hour his broth- 
ers returned to tell him all about the meet- 
ing. They also brought him a picture of 
the Christmas story. This all helped to 
cheer him. 

One day as I was coming home from school 
I met Fernard and his mother in the path. 
They were coming home from the hospital. 
Fernard was all smiles. Do you know why? 
The cast was off at last. 

In Fernard’s home they have devotions 
every morning. One evening two of his 
brothers gave their hearts to Jesus. Will 
you pray that Fernard too will let Jesus 
come into his heart. Agnes Lutke. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
September and October, 1956 


General 

Missionary 
Receipts Fund 
E.M.C. Conference .............. $ 6,566.94 
E.M.B. Conference ................ 9,633.97 
General Conference ............ 13,460.72 
Central Conference ............ 6,571.64 
Other. ee eae eee) 2,018.94 


Pm rtm meee tence erro neta cw ee an cee en ecw enn cele ee meee esac eet mene ew ceees ween cn ease ne tee neniccccccececce 


Personal Specific 
to" * Gifts 

Missionaries Fund Totals 
$405.32 $ 28.66 $ 7,000.92 
128.00 402.98 10,164.95 
318.38 37.50 13,816.60 
104.68 1,328.88 8,005.20 
430.30 2,138.08 4,587.32 





$43,574.99 


MORE PERSONAL MESSAGES ... 


Mountain Lake, Minnesota. 
“O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good” 

This is mid-furlough for us and we are 
mearing the end of our church visitations. 
We have been West as far as Oregon, North 
as far as Canada, South as far as Oklahoma 
and Est as far as Pennsylvania. We thank 
God for the opportunity of meeting many old 
and new friends. Good-bys have been spoken 
shortly after greetings 'were given. It sad- 
dens us that perhaps we will not see you 
for another five years. 

Sometimes I wonder what beckons us back 
to the Congo. Surely, it is not the modern- 
day comforts (which we don’t have); it is 
mot the hot, humid climate; it is not the 
heavy responsibilities that are put upon 
our shoulders; it is not the filth and sin 
that we see all about us. It is that deep 
inner call of God to “bring the Gospel to 
every creature.” We feel we are needed 
back there. 

Pete has been traveling alone for the past 
month. In January he plans to take further 
studies in Belgium to aid him in his teaching 
ministry in the Teacher Training School at 
Nyanga. I will remain home with the chil- 
dren during those three months. He will 
then return to make last minute preparations 
for our retum. Won’t you remember us in 
your prayers? 

Christmas time! I remember how sorely 
disappointed I was in our first Congo Christ- 
mas—no tinsel, decorations, gifts or festivi- 
ties. In later years I learned to appreciate 
this plain (Christ-accepted Christmas when 
all our eyes were focused solely on the Lord 
Jesus, our matchless Gift. And today we 
long to be back to worship with our African 
brethren at this blessed season. May the 
Lord teach us to give ourselves as He gave 
Himself on that first Christmas Day. 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter W. Buller 
James and Jeannette. 


Steinbach, Manitoba, Canada. 
Eager to go back! 

It is nearly four months since we set foot 
on American and Canadian soil for our 
first furlough. Our feelings have been 
mingled and our impressions varied in the 
experiences we have had since we are back 
in this “other world.’ 

Shortly after arriving I conducted my first 
white wedding and my wife claims that she 
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was just as nervous as the bride is pro- 
verbially supposed to be. I felt that if I 
could have spoken in Kipende instead of 
English I would have felt a trifle less nervous 
myself. 

During the month of August we had little 
Joanne in the hospital for a week with 
glandular fever. She is doing much better 
now and we are thanking the Lord for un- 
dertaking for her. Larry enjoys grade 3 a 
lot and it seems that Miss Frieda Gungerich 
back at Nyanga taught him just what he 
needed to know and so now he has no trou- 
ble at all in his school work here. Mark 
is too young for Kindergarten but definitely 
enjoying the many white children, the snow, 
the sneezing busses, the trains, the stores, 
etc., in this land of Canada. 

It has been our privilege to speak at many 
Harvest and Mission festivals this fall. We 
have enjoyed them greatly and the Lord has 
never failed to bless us together. When we 
see our African brethren on the screen is 
gives us ‘kiheho’ (desire) to see them again 
in the flesh. Often our thoughts and prayers 
are there and the Lord willing we plan to 
return to the Congo next summer. 

May you have a blessed Christmas season 
and may the Lord bless you one and all 
throughout the coming year. 

In Christian love, 
Art and Martini Janz. 


Nyanga Station 
“And the government shall be upon 


His Shoulders” 
I would like to greet you with a thought 


thet impressed me tonight during our medi- 
tation at prayer meeting. It was based on 
the words in the ninth chapter of Isaiah, 
“And the government shall be upon His 
shoulders.” This prophecy has not yet be- 
come a reality. The governments of this 
world are not upon the shoulders of the 
Prince of Peace. When He rules and reigns 
there is righteousness and true peace. The 
radio and the newspapers remind us vividly 
of the unrest about us in the world, but if 
we this Christmas season make sure that 
the governing of our lives is upon His shoul- 
ders, we can go forward with genuine 
peace in a world where there is no peace. 

May the New Year that is before us be a 
time of bringing this peace to the hearts of 
many who are among those whom, “He so 
loved that He gave His only begotten Son.” 

With best wishes to each of you for a 
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blessed holiday season and a bright and 

happy New Year. 
Sincerely, Lodema Short. 

Berne, Indiana 

Ten Lepers Who Were Cleametl 


Only One Returned! 
Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus! 


My heart is filled with thanksgiving to 
God for His goodness to me. I had a good 
journey home. I left Charlesville station 
on November 1, for Tshikapa from where 
I took the plane to the coast on the 2nd 
where I had a pleasant visit with the Bon- 
tragers in Leopoldville. They have just re- 
cently returned from their first furlough. 
In the evening of the 3rd, I took the plane 
at Leopoldville and arrived in Chicago early 
Monday morning the 5th. In these days of 
modern transportation the distance does not 
seem so great. My father, brothers and 
sisters met me in (Chicago. Since I have 
been home I have had several opportunities 
to present the work in Congo. What a joy 
it is to share glimpses of the work with those 
who gave and prayed that we could serve 
there. 

Just a few more days and we have Thanks- 
giving Day. As I heard a short message 
this morning on “the Ten Lepers who were 
cleansed,” I could not help but think how 
many of us in America are like the nine 
and so few like the one who returned to 
give thanks and give glory to God for what 
He had done. God has blessed America 
abundantly. How grateful we missionaries 
are for those of you who give so we can 
present Christ to those who never heard. 
If we gave our Congolese the opportunity, 
I am sure that many would like to give 
words of thanks that the missionaries came 
to bring the message of life to them. We in 
turn are grateful for those who have caught 
the vision and are winning their own pens 
to the Saviour. 

With sincerest greetings, Irena Liechty. 


Tshikapa Station 


“It is God that girdeth me with 
strength and maketh my way per- 


fect.”” Psalms 18:32. 
We are thankful to the Lord for all He 


has done and is doing for us. He alone is 
able to gird us with strength and we are 
assured that as we rely upon His guidance 
He will direct us in His perfect will. 
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It is a real joy to be back in (Congo, back 
in the work to which the Lord has called 
us. Gratitude fills our hearts as we see His 
Church moving ahead in this land. During 
the three months that we have been back, 
we have realized more than ever that God 


“alone can give the genuine increase in His 


work among the Congolese. It is ours to 
sow the seed and to water it. We believe 
that more can be wrought by prayer than 
that which we might do. Join us in earnest 
intercession for these Christians that God 
will give real power and victory in their 
daily lives. 

The Bible Institute students have arrived 
just recently and are enjoying their new 
dormitory homes. Just this week we visited 
each home briefly to welcome them and to 
meet their families. All eight C.I.M. stations 
are represented and a number of them, com- 
ing from a different language area find the 
Tshiluba foreign to them. This is true es- 
pecially of the wives, but it was a joy to 
shake their hands and to see Christ radiate 
forth in their smiles. We are trusting the 
Lord to perform a great work in each of 
their lives as they have taken up their studies 
and will have every opportunity to do prac- 
tical Christian work in this populated area. 
It is encouraging to see how the Lord is 
using our first graduating class and we are 
confident that this new group of twelve 
men will find their place in the rank of 
Christian leaders of the Congo church as 
they continue to yield themselves to God. 

Each day, right at our own back door, we 
meet so many needy souls—the sick, the 
lame, the orphans, the widowed, the poor, 
the blind, and many more who are spir- 
itually blind. To all of these we have an 
opportunity to witness during all hours of 
the day and sometimes at night. We pray 
that we may nevey feel that these are inter- 
ruptions, but opportunities. God has given 
us a real burden to do more personal work. 

The school program continues to be a 
tremendous challenge to us. Just last Sun- 
day we baptized 105 Christians, and the ma- 
jority of this group were primary school 
children. We are praising God for everyone 
in the homeland who has a share in the 
work of C.I1M. May the Lord’s blessing 
be upon you during the coming Christmas 
seeson and the New Year. 

In His Service in Congo, 
Allan, Selma Wiebe and children. 
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Nyanga Station 
Do Africans give gifts to each other? 

Whoever heard of sending Christmas greet- 
ings when the rain is clattering overhead and 
dozens of little chocolate colored bodies are 
gleefully twisting and turning in the warm 
showers that pour from every dent in the 
corrugated roof? For the fourth time I 
shall spend this season of joy far from 
friends and loved ones in America, but I 
no longer sey, “far from home.” Nyanga 
station with all its inhabitants, white and 
black, its work and discouragements, its joys 
and blessings, has become home! Thank 
you, all of you, who by your prayers and 
gifts are making it possible for me to be 
here. 

How do our people prepare for Christmas? 
Much like you do, with long practiced 
pageants and programs, and even gifts. Not 
gifts for each other, but love offerings for 
the work of the Lord. At every station 
and regional center there will be an in- 
gathering of tokens of love for the One 
who left Heaven’s Glory to bring to us the 
Gift Supreme—Salvation from sin and New 
Life in \Christ. A beautiful way to celebrate 
Christmas, don’t you think? 

May God grant you joy and peace et 
Christmas and open for you the door to a 
blessed New Year. 

Yours in Him, 
Amanda Reimer. 


Nyanga Station 
“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not 
want.” 

What a wonderful promise for the New 
Year. In our itineraries, supervising the 
village schools, we heard hundreds of chil- 
Gren recite Psalm 23. It was the first scrip- 
ture memory pessage in this year’s course 
and they knew it well. It was thrilling to 
hear them and I am reminded of the one 
little boy who once recited that verse and 
put an emphatic “period” at the end of the 
sentence, thus; “The Lord is my shepherd, 
I shall not want, period.’ His teacher had 
evidently meant to instruct them in the use 
of punctuation marks in reading ¢nd reciting, 
but what a testimony to God’s tender, shep- 
herd care. 

Literally hundreds of children have been 
promoted from the first grade this past year 
so there are that many more who can 
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rezd. We are rejoicing over the shipment 
of Kipende New Testaments, which errived 
just before school opened in September. 
Many pupils bought New Testaments and 
our prayer is that the Word, as they read 
it and hide it in their hearts, may bring 
many more of our school boys and girls to 
Jesus. May the New Year be a year of 
great ingethering. 

In Him, 

Frank and Agnes Enns. 


Charlesville Station 
Keep Christmas Within! 

Sometimes our own thoughts are best ex- 
pressed in someone else’s words, and that 
is the case at present. We would like to 
send our Christmas greetings through this 
poem of Phillip Brooks: 


Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight! 

Christmas in lands of the fir tree and pine, 

Christmas in lands of the palm tree and vine, 

(Christmas where snow peaks stand solemn 
and white, 

Christmas where cornfields lie sunny and 
bright. 

Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight! 


For the Christ Child who comes is the Mas- 
ter of all, 

No place too great and no cottage too small; 

The angels who welcome Him sing from the 
height, . 

“In the city of David, a King in his might.” 

Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight! 


Then let every heart keep its Christmas 
within, 

Christ’s pity for sorrow, Christ’s hatred for 
sin, 

Christ’s ceme for the weakest, Christ’s cour- 
age for right, 

Christ’s dread of the darkness, Christ’s love 
for the light, 

Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight. 

The underscored lines describe well this 
country. We have to leave behind some of 
the traditions associated with |Christmas in 
America, but Christ is as real here as any- 
where, and perhaps since we do not have 
so much of the tinsel, we have more time 
to truly worship Christ, the King. We trust 
that all who read this letter will be among 
those who “keep Christmas within.” 

We want to thank all who have by their 
prayers and gifts made Christmas meaning- 
ful to the Congolese. There are still many 
who do not know Christ, either as Babe in 
a manger, or as Saviour, end our preyer is 
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that during the few months which remain 

before we go on furlough, many moe may 

come to know him through our efforts. 
Yours for a blessed New Year, . 

Rudolph, Elvina and Elizabeth Martens. 
Mutena Station 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men.” 

Let us truly praise Him to whom all glory 
is due, and then if we accept Him, prise 
and honor Him, there will be peace in our 
heants and good will towards others. The 
world is very much in need of peace at this 
time and underlying the need and basic to it 
the world needs God and His Gift the Lord 
Jesus. We pray that the message of the 
angels may be fulfiilled in many hearts here 
in Congo, in the States, and all over the 
world this (Christmas season and the year 
ahead. 

Here at Mutena we shall be remembering 
the birthday of Jesus with special. services 
on the station and ebout a week’s trip of 
services in the mining camps. The various 
outstation teachers and evangelists. will have 
special Christmas services, also. Please re- 
member the Kajiji children who will be 
home over Christmas, and also the African 
children who will be in their homes then— 
homes where possibly p2rents have not re- 
ceived God’s Gift, but may this Christmes 
if children speak for HIM. 

“Thanks be to God for His unspeakable 
Gift.” 

In Christ, 
Leyd and Marie Brown. 
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Kandala Station 


“For unto you is born this day ... 
Christ the Lord.” 

The angelic message stirs a response of 
praise and thanksgiving in our hearts. As 
one considers how many people are still un- 
affected by this messzge, our thoughts are 
expressed in the following poem: 

What can I give to men whose empty eyes 
Trouble my thinking at this Christmastide? 
Lord, make me humble, loving, strong and 

wise 

That I may give them Christ the Crucified. 
Let me not choose the lesser gifts of earth, 
That pass in dust and are futility. 

Lord, at this sacred season of Thy birth, 
Lead me from giving things to giving Thee. 

During this year in ‘Congo, many souls 
have again acknowledged Christ as their 
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Saviour. We praise God for His tender 
mercies and take the opportunity to thank 
all mission friends for your prayers and 
contributions for the precious cause of mak- 
ing Christ known. May God reward you. 

We wish you all God’s richest blessings 
during this Christmes season end throughout 
the New Year. 
Sincerely in Him, 

Peter and Annie Falk. 


Tshikapa Sitation 
A Week in the Path! 

Miss Tina Quiring, our missionary from 
Charlesville, asked me to accompany her 
to this village of Kadiadia where she and 
several young Bible School boys are con- 
ducting DVBS. This is Congo in the rough. 
We are living in a two-room mud house with 
a grass roof and since it is raining today 
we have extra moisture in the kitchen. 

10:30 am. Wednesday. This is another 
rainy drizzly morning, but equipped with 
boots, umbrella and a gourd, I accompanied 
several little girls on their mission for wa- 
ter. We started out through the village, 
across a winding trail, through large peanut 
fields which are blooming now with a pretty 
golden colored flower resembling a small 
pansy. As we neared the source of water, 
the path grew steeper and more treacherous, 
besides very slippery. It was all very 
beautiful, low hanging vines, many ferns, 
pretty blue flowers and gorgeous African 
orchids. When we reached the crystal clear 
stream we filled our gourds with water end 
before leaving the native girls bathed in the 
cold water rubbing the palms of their hands 
and the soles of their feet with stones until 
they were clean and white. As we started 
our ascent up the steep slippery hill, one of 
the older ladies was carrying a huge dish- 
pan about 36 inches in diameter, containing 
three large gourds of water, on her head 
and one of the girls carried my gourd of 
water on her head until we reached level 
ground. Before reaching our village again 
we had accumulated a following of about 
50 little chocolate drops wearing nothing 
but a broad smile! 

We are teaching the children to sing, “Safe 
Am I, In the Hollow of His hand.” How- 
ever, we too find ourselves claiming that 
promise since palm wine flows freely in this 
village, there are no locks on the door 
of our hut, and huge rats can be seen occa- 
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sionally roaming over the rafters above our 
heads! 

We drew crowds with my old record play- 
er and Tina’s accordion. We hold most of 
the evening services out in front of our hut 
under the stars. Children are doing an ex- 
cellent job on memory verses and choruses— 
just thrills one to hear them. Last night we 
held services in a little school building. 
In spite of the rain the building was packed 
and seven or eight people responded to the 
invitation to accept the Lord as their per- 
sonal Siaviour. We are grateful for the in- 
terest shown. 

This evening I saw the lady next door stir 
a huge dishpan of bidia until I thought her 
arms would break; she then placed the bidia, 
along with a smaller pan full of bugs and 
mushrooms cooked in palm oil, in front of 
her husband. In Congo the woman always 
seem to be working hard and are so sad 
looking. 

We have a little one burner kerosene 
stove for cooking. We brought fresh vege- 
tables and canned goods along (thanks to 
you our friends for your contributions which 
are especially nice to have out on the path). 
Surprising how few pots and pans one 
needs. I am looking forward to showing you 
the pictures we have taken and which we 
hope are good. 

May you all have a pleasant Thanksgiving 
and a wonderful Holiday season. 

Sincerely in Him, 
Mrs. Edward Liechty. 


FRONTIER CHALLENGED 


By. L. O. Keidel 

We chose to neglect our evangelists. We 
decided against feeding our flock. We de- 
termined to by-pass our occupied villages. 
Why? To finally get the Gospel to the lost 
sheep in the distant villages of our hitherto 
unchallenged frontier. 

I was at Basonga, a large center of popula- 
tion to the north end of our region, to super- 
vise the building of a sun-dried brick double 
unit classroom. This is in the heart of an 
untouched harvest field. Our present work 
there is active and encouragingly indigenous, 
but reaches only about one tenth of the 
total population. The bulk of the villages 
know little or nothing about Jesus. Our Afri- 
can pastor said, “We must make a trip to 
these empty villages. Many of these folks 
have never seen the white man from the 
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mission.” We arranged to spend four days in 

concentrated effort to reach at least the 
larger of these frontier settlements. But 
little did we realize what was in store for 
us. 


This happens to be field making season— 
“spring plowing” time for the African—when 
the ground is prepared for the early rains 
of approaching wet season and for sub- 
sequent planting. Folks would be found at 
home only during early morning and later 
afternoon hours. We held services in near- 
by villages each morning until the folks 
were dispersing to their fields. Then during 
their working hours we would travel to the 
further extremity of our planned itinerary 
and arrive about the time they were re- 
turning to their homes. We were then 
busily engaged in services from village to 
village up into the late hours of the night. 


The response was amazing. We find that 
giving an invitation after a simple Gospel 
message frequently provokes some measure 
of disorderliness and embarrassment among 
the audience which in turn limits or dim- 
inishes the effectiveness of the message. But 
God saw that it was to be otherwise on this 
trip. Everywhere we went, people wanted 
Jesus to save them from their sin. The 
response was so wholesale and unmitigated 
that we were astounded. Old stiff-jointed 
gray-haired village fathers and their toil- 
worn wives—hunch-backed, wrinkled and 
ugly from their years spent in heathendom 
and sin—all came to hear about Jesus. These 
who seldom can be persuaded to move off 
their haunches or to leave their work to lend 
us an ear, were all seated right down front. 
The Spirit of God gave them an amazing 
ability to grasp the simple message we 
preached. For those who all their lives have 
been steeped in unbridled depravity to grasp 
the simple truths of the Gospel when sudden- 
ly exposed to its light, is a miracle of no 
mean proportions. Frequently at the end of 
a message old men would raise their hands 
and interrupt me, “We’re all bad people. We 
all want Jesus.” At many villages there was 
disappointment that we had not brought an 
evangelist to leave with them to teach them 
more about God. Many demanded evangelists 
immediately. We arrived at a particular vil- 
lage well after dark. When they learned that 
it was the white man from the mission, 
there was a din of drum beating and joyous 
shouting in welcome. With a reception like 
that, and a large shed type structure packed 
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full of faces eager and eyes sparkling in 
anticipation, I was almost hesitant to start 
the service, at loss to know how I might 
keep the meeting reverent and orderly at in- 
vitation time. Thirty-three  loin-clothed 
grown men and women prayed the sinner’s 
prayer and surrendered their hearts to Christ. 
Upon leaving, amidst general pandemonium 
of joyous noise, they said, “Bring us two 
evangelists right now. Bring your mission 
station and build it here in our village.” At 
another upon leaving after nightfall, there 
was shouting, drum beating, and dancing, the 
only way their primitive hearts know how 
to express exuberant new-found joy. Late 
one afternoon the pastor had occasion to 
buy some corn at a village where we had 
held a service earlier that day. When they 
recognized us, they asked, “Have you come 
back to pray with us some more and to teach 
us more about God?” A number of our 
mediocre American church members feel 
God is their debtor if they go to church 
once a day, much less twice. In going back 
to our place of rest about midnight, the 
pastor said, “I’m so exhausted my bones feel 
all out of joint. But I’m so happy in my 
heart.” 


Our last day we moved into another typical 
Bashilele village for a service. Six or eight 
services daily for a number of days in suc- 
cession makes work somewhat rote and 
routine. But God wanted to remind us fthat 
the tremendous response to our efforts of 
these days was not simply mechanical. This 
village was HARD—at the full opposite ex- 
treme from everything else we had been ex- 
periencing. Women with babies cocked on 
their hips, laughed flippantly and turned 
away. Many folks didn’t bother to come near 
—and wouldn’t be persuaded to give us their 
attention. We sang the same type songs. I 
preached the same message which had been 
used for many decisions for Christ in these 
other villages. At invitation time, my energy 
expended, I felt surely the message had been 
so very basic and simple that it could not 
have failed to penetrate to the very depths 
of every heart present. The invitation given, 
I heard conversation between two old men 
on my left. “Just what is it he wants us to 
do? Be baptized?” (I had not mentioned 
baptism. This was a bit of knowledge picked 
up from the Catholic priest.) The chief 
rose to his feet. “Have you finished talking?” 
“Yes,” I replied. “Well,” he continued, “we 
appreciate your words. But we have a ques- 
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tion to ask. When we make ancestral med- 
icines and follow our tribal customs that our 
women bear many children and have easy 
childbirths, why is it that some of you white 
men interfere with us and cause us trouble?” 
How utterly irrelevant a question! How un- 
appreciative and utterly ignorant they were 


“of the significance of anything I had said! 


The sword of the Word had apparently 
glanced off their armor clad hearts without 
leaving the slightest impression. How dis- 
appointing! But no—not entirely so. This 
single incident reminded us and confirmed 
to us that response to a Gospel message is 
not the mechanical result of a certain routine, 
but rather a miracle of God, Who alone 
opens the eyes of blind souls. 

Final count: twenty-one services during 
the three days (the fourth day was largely 
spent in travel) and 224 souls who prayed 
that they were helpless in their sin and were 
trusting Jesus for salvation and eternal life. 

The tragedy: We have no evangelists to 
place in these villages to care for these new- 
born babes. The best we could do was to 
leave a list of their names in the hands of 
the nearest evangelist with instructions that 
he go to them from time to time and teach 
them more of the Lord. 

Your responsibility: Pray for these new 
converts—and that our Christians pray and 
give more liberally to support the additional 
evangelists needed to enter the vast door 
which was suddenly opened before us. Yes, 
our frontier has been challenged. It is new 
dotted with newly-gathered flocks. They 
must have shepherds. 


RESOLVED 


That I will make each golden day 

Surpass the one just flown away; 

That I will strive for wealth, not self, 

By serving others than myself; 

That I will choose words free from stain 

Thus shielding other hearts from pain; 

That when I’m tempted to speak ill 

Of one, I’ll keep discreetly still; 

That mid the rush of life’s mad race 

T’ll daily seek the quiet place— 

That I will enter boldly there 

And test a growing faith in prayer; 

That I will give my church its due 

Of love and work and sharing, too; 

That I will keep my spirit sweet 

Through fellowship at Jesus’ feet. 
—Paul H. Conrad in Ex. 


CONGO MISSIONARY MESSENGER 


Birthdays... 


Of Our Missionaries and Their Children 


J anuary 
1 Mrs. James Diller 
1 Mrs. Vernon Sprunger 
2 Nancy Graber 
4 Mrs. John P. Barkman 
5 Mrs. A. D. Graber 
13 Miss Hulda Banman 
13 Leland Rocke 
15 Evelyn Ann Jantzen 
18 Delbert Duane Dick 
18 Rev. Levi Keidel 
18 Miss Mary Miller 
20 Mrs. Allan Wiebe 
23 Sandra Sue Bertsche 
26 Mrs. Samuel Ediger 
27 Rev. John J. Barkman 
27 Collette Adele Diller 
27 Rev. Frank J. Enns 
28 Mrs. John Zook 
29 Mrs. Henry A. Toews 
30 Mrs. Lawrence Rempel 
31 Leola Eleanor Falk 


February 

1 Mrs. John B. Jantzen 
6 Rev. A. D. Graber 

7 Rev. Samuel Ediger 

9 Mrs. Levi Keidel 

9 Mrs. Waldo Harder 

9 Ruth Eudene Keidel 
10 Mr. Henry Paul Toews 
10 Miss Kornelia Unrau 
11 Dr. Elvina Martens 

12 Karen Ruth Jantzen 
12 Rev. George B. Neufeld 
16 Miss Lodema Short 

19 Faith Eidse 
20 Miss Tina Quiring 
21 Stanley Allen Graber 
23 Doretta Ann Dick 
March 

2 Mrs. Ben Eidse 

3 Rev. Waldo E. Harder 


8 Miss Fanny Schmallenberger 


24 Mrs. Frank J. Enns 
24 Rev. Rudolph Martens 
26 Rev. Elmer J. Dick 
26 Larry Janz 

26 Rev. Allan Wiebe 

27 Rev. Peter Falk 

28 David Ediger 

30 Priscilla Joyce Keidel 
30 Miss Anna Quiring 

31 Miss Bertha Miller 


102 Ave. Albert, Forest, Bruxelles, Belgium 
Kandale, Gungu via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 

148 Parkway, Dinuba, California 

Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 

84 Ave d’Amerique, Anvers, Belgique 
Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
Kamayala via Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 
Mutena via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
Kamayala via Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 
Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 

Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 

Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 

148 Parkway, Dinuba, California 

102 Ave. Albert, Forest, Bruxelles, Belgium 
Nyanga via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
Inman, Kansas 

Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
Kandale, Gungu via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 


Kamayala via Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 
Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 

Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
Newton, Kansas 

Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
Inman, Kansas 

Kandale, Gungu via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
Kamayala via Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 
Inman, Kansas 

Nyanga via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
Kamayala via Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 
Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
Mutena via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 


Kamayala via Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 
Newton, Kansas 

Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 

Nyanga via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
Charlesville, Kasai District, Congo Belge, Africa 
Mutena via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
Steinbach, Manitoba, Canada 

Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 

Kandale, Gungu via Kikwit, Congo Belge, Africa 
Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
Banga via Charlesville, Congo Belge, Africa 
Nyanga via Tshikapa, Congo Belge, Africa 
Kamayala via Kahemba, Congo Belge, Africa 





Ne Re Be ee ee 


A Blessed Christ-tite To All 


The editors and office staff of the Messenger Greet 
each reader in the Name of the Christ of Christmas and re- 
mind you that you are an important Member of our C.[.M. 


family. 


Many of you have noticed that there were four issues of 


) 
® 


the Messenger instead of six during the past year. We 


expect to continue with four issues during 1957 and we 


are happy to announce that a greater part of each issue will 


] 
° 


be coming directly from the Missionaries in Congo, brother 


Levi O. Keidel serving as field editor. 


As you well realize the subscription price of 50 cents, 
that has been published for many years, does not cover the 
cost of publishing a magazine like the Messenger. By ac- 
tion of the Congo Inland Mission Board it has been decid- 
ed 'to continue sending the Messenger to all whose names 
are given by the Missionaries and the Constituent pastors 
trusting that sufficient funds will be available to publish 
four issues a year. Currently there are approximately 3,700 
names on our mailing list. Your annual gift for this Rus 


pose will be appreciated. 


H. A. Driver, Editor 
Levi Keidel, Field Editor 
Eldora Rempel, Office Editor 
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